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2 FOURTEEN LETTERS. 
4M SHEWING _ 5 
N krhe Quality of che Members that.compoſed = 
blies; the Form of their Deliberations and P 
| the vaſt Extent of the Power; their moſt collins 
Judgments ; the Char of the Princes that called 
them, from Charlemagne to Louis XI. and the ſeveral 
perfidious Artifices and Steps of the French and 
their Miniſters, for ally reducin the Nation from 
a Plenitude of Liberty, to its preſent State of Servitude 
and Slavery. 
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To which is added, 
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I WY And now tranſlated for the Uſe and InftruRion of ſuch BarTiou 
e Lovers of LI BAT, as cannot read the OuοnM A: 
I. By Cnanrres: ERM A N. E. 
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1 ns for J. BaIx DLE Y in New-Bond-Street, Bookſeller to his 
_ Royal Highnehs the Prince of Wat. . 
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LETTER IX: 


Continuatj on' of king John' s reign.” States 
of 1355 and 1356, with extracts of the 
' ordinances made in them. "Other flates 


1. on; Jears- 1357, 1358, and 1359. 


F. my former letters have; Letter 
| ſhewn you what the ſtates| IX. 
of the kingdom, and the 
77 25 orders that compoſe them, 

tn RY eſſentially are; you have not 
yet ſeen in what manner 
As held their fittings, and formed theic | | 
deliberations, nor how far their juriſdic= 
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1S:.- LETTERS oth 


Letter ſhall explain them but gradually, as the 
IX. facts diſcover themſelves, by the help of 
wyw the antient monuments we have. left; in 
regard to which I muſt follow: the order 
of date, for fear of increaſing confuſion 
and obſcurity 1 in a matter ſo little known. 
I now propoſe to entertain you with the 
moſt important of the three parts which we 
want; I mean, the effectual juriſdiction of 
the ſtates: upon which it is neceſſary to 
fix your idea, that we may neither take any 
thing from the ſovereign power of the 
monarch, nor reduce all the function of 
the ſubjects aſſembled together to a mere 
paſſive obedience; or, at moſt, to the 
right of adviſing and petitioning in vain. 
The opportunity of the ſtates general aſ- 
ſembled in the year 1355, is favourable 
to my deſign ; ſince, upon their remon+ 
| ſtrances, king Fobn gave a declaration 
ö which irrevocably eſtabliſhed the right of 
thoſe aſſemblies, and which, upon that ac- 
count, might be juſtly compared to the great 
charter granted to the Engliſb by a prinee 
MW of the ſame name ; were it not unfortu- 
1 4 nately too true that it has been buried ia 
74 4 oblivion for above two hundred years paſt, 
. | even ſo far that there is no — inſtru- 
#1 ment of it remaining, except one copy 
3g + preſerved in the king's library, . 
ll, | whence I took that of which I ſhall g 
3 Jou an extract in the courſe of this "very 
* | | 5 | „ 
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Antieni Parliaments of FRANCE. 3 ; 
according to the method I have already Letter 
followed in regard to ſeveral others. But IX. 


I muſt firſt fay ſomething of thoſe ſtates 


themſelves, and the moſt important af- 


fairs transſacted by them. | 


All the authors who have, in this re- Extras 
ſpect, copied the great chronicle, inform 9f the pro- 
us, that the three eſtates of the kingdom — 

a c the af 
were convoked by a ſpecial mandate from fend 9 
the king, © to meet at Paris the 29th of the fares 
% November 1355, and there to give him i 72eyear 
© aid and counſel in the war againſt his 335. 


e adverſary of England; for which pur- 


« poſe were preſent the prelates and the 

ee chapters, the abbots and their convents, 

& the barons of France, and the depu- 

< ties of the good ſubſtantial towns: to 

« whom the king cauſed the ſtate of the 

ce. war to be ſet forth in his preſence, in 

* the parliament chamber, on the Vedneſ« 

« day after St. Andrew's-Day, by maſter 

ce Peter de la Foreſt, then archbiſhop | 

* of Rouen, and chancellor of France. 

ce And the faid chancellor required of 

e them in the king's name, that they 

« would conſult together what aid 

* they could give the king. To which 

“ the faid ſtates made anſwer, vis. 

*« the clergy by the mouth of mon- 

e ſeigneur John de Craon, then archbi-' 
* ſhop of Rheims; the nobles by the duke 


& of Athens, Walter de Briende; and the | 


Le « cities 


Letter © cities by Stephen Marcel, then W | 
e ofthe merchants of Paris; that they were 
WV © all diſpoſed to live and die with their 
king: to employ their lives and fortunes 
*in his ſervice, and to conſult together 


LETTERS of the” 


«. for that purpoſe. But they declared at 
« the ſame time, that they laboured un- 


« der ſeveral publick and private grievan- 
e ces, which they defired might be re- 
« dreſſed, and proviſion made againſt 
e them, 'both for the advantage of the 
« king and the whole nation. Then, by. 
« the king's will and permiſſion, they be- 
« gan their deliberations. 1. On the 
« number of troops neceſſary to reſiſt the 
* „ Engl iſ invaſion, which was ſettled at 
© 30,000 men at arms”, A prodigious 
army, if we ſuppoſe that each man' 
had two archers on horſeback, beſides the 
couſteliers and the pages ; Gt then it muſt 


amount to 90, ooo horſe, without reckon- 


ing the foot, conſiſting of the commons 


of the kingdom, who were to march from 


all the towns near the ſeat of war. 2. Ups 


< on the ſums neceſſary for paying ſo great 


© an army; which were ſettled according 
te to the eſtimates drawn up by the king 


c and his council. 3. Upon ways and means 


A 


toraiſe thoſe ſums, as ſpeedily and equally 


0 


to re-eſtabliſh the * and the duty of 


eight 


as poſlible, from all the contributabſe 
ze . —— And with that view, they choſe 


SA 


- % 


it; and, in order to verify 


Antient Parliaments of FRANCE. 


eight deniers per livre on all fales, commo- Letter 
dities, drinkables, victuals, and merchan- IX. 

dize for that year.; for which purpoſe | 
they ſhould be allowed to chuſe proper.” > * 
keen to collect it. But, becauſe thoſe 


who formerly had the direction of the 


impoſts, in the reign of Philip of Valois, 
very carefully conceal'd the produce of their 
receipt, the king ſtrongly inſiſted on the 
inſufficiency of that former fund; and ad- 


ded, that there was noother certain method 
to aſſure the pay of the army, but to lay a 
general capitation, which was a more na- 
tural and leſs troubleſome way than to 
raiſe the ſum which the ſtates were diſpo- 
ſed to grant. But the ſtates being per- 
ſuaded that the equality of the contribu- 
tion would be more perfect i 5 the method 
they had choſen, they firmly perſiſted in 

ugr ſufficiency 


or infufficiency of the fund, they thought 


they had no more to do but to meet a- 


gain on the firſt of March following; to 
which day they adjourned by the king's 


leave, promiſing then to make good any 
dn ſhould be found in the furn | 


they intended to grant. 


Nevertheleſs, this was but the leaſt 2 5 ta- 
2 of the ſucceſs which the ſtates were * 


o produce: for the main buſineſs in 


hank was to obtain a redreſs of the grie- on this | 
vances of all the _—_— and oblige the vnn. 


W741 > EE . Jang 
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LE TT E Rs on the 


Letter king to follow a quite contrary conduct in 


IX. 


the adminiſtration of the government, to 


wubat he had practiſed till then, There 


ſubjects might 


is likewiſe great appearance, that the king 


of Navarre, who was in high cre- 
dit among the people, and conſequently | 


had equal influence over the deputies, in- 


clined them by. his private views to ſollicit 
and demand the eſtabliſhment of a certain 


rule, without which they were ſenſible e- 


nough that all the aids they ſhould grant 
would be to no purpoſe. On the one 
hand, he thereby rendered the king more 


odious, by deſtro 6e 700 the confidence his 

ve repoſed in him; and 
on the other, he ſhewed the world that 
he preferred the intereſt of the ſtate to 


that of his own family, and all the ties 
of blood. We cannot exactly tell what 


part he acted with the king; but if any 
credit can be given to what du Tillet writes 


concerning the intrigues of thoſe times, 


we may fay, that he endeavoured to make 


bim reje& the offers of the ſtates, rather 


than engage himſelf to make any altera- 


tion in the government, Nevertheleſs it 


is certain, that king Fobn's s faithful ſer- 


vants ſhewed him, that it was but juſt to 
ſatisfy the ſtates, at leaſt, in part of their 
demands; beſides, that it was impoſſible 


for him to carry on the war alone. But 
as violence, inconſideration, and affecta- 
8 tion 


Antient Parliaments of FRANCE. 
tion of an unlimitted power, were his 
predominant paſſions, he was a long time 


before he could determine in favour. of 


the reſolution of the ſtates; eſpecially, 


Letter 
IX. 
2 

The king 


is at a 


when be found that they were obſtinate fand in 


and fixed in their deſign, not to leave him regardto 
the part 


he muſt 


the fingering the produce of the new taxes, 
but to collect and diſpoſe of them them- 
ſelves; for this was the knot of the 
affair. The coin was ſo debaſed, that the 
value of the mark of ſilver was at eighteen 
livres, inſtead of five livres five ſols only, 
which it went for in the beginning of his 
reign; and the firſt thing the ſtates de- 
manded, was to have it reduced to its 
true value; offering 50,000 livres, which 


at, 


they granted in real weight, at the rate of 


five livres five fols the mark, making 
8750 marks of pute ſilver, for the ſaid ſum 


of po, ooo /ivres. But if the king could 


have got them into his hands, and convert- 


ed them into ſpecie of his uſual coinage, and 


by that means have made them paſs for 18 


iures a mark, he would have made near 


160,000 livres of them, and conſequently 
trebled his profit: a great reſource for a 
covetous and yet expenſive prince, and for 
his favourites and miniſters, who were 
as little concerned for the publick welfare, 


as they were eager to promote their ] 


private intereſt. A. 
NB 
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Letter 


IX. 


Luxury, 


and the 

love 0 

| Pleafire, 
. infett all 
conditions 


LETTERS on the 


Hiſtorians have indeed remarked, that 
the genius of the nation ſeemed then quite 


changed. Not only luxury, but a ſtrong 
paſſion for pleaſure, had diffuſed them- 
ſelves into all ranks and conditions, in- 
ſtead of the uſeful amuſements of the 
former times. The nobility were given 
to gaming, gallantry, and the love of wo- 
men of the town (ſo they not only then 


called burghers wives, but a long time 8 


after;) for ladies of a higher quality ſtill / 


reſided in their caſtles in the country, 


where their innocence found a protection 
in ſolitude, and the diſtinction of their 


birth. The change of faſhion in their 


clothes was a conſequence of thoſe new 
paſſions : they piqued themſelves in be- 


coming agreeable ; they invented the uſe 


of feathers in their caps to make them 


appear taller, laced and embroidered clothes, 
ſhoes * a /a poulaine, which may well be 


called the moſt ridiculous ſort they had 


ever worn: and in fine, tho' the uſe of _ 
helmets did not allow them to wear their 


hair any great length, they, | nevertheleſs, 


did not neglect to improve that orna- 


ment. Thus by a diſorder, which has 


continued to the age we live in, the greater 
the publick calamities were, the more 


Sof called either from. the falbion if dhew, ar frm 
*. 4 @ young colts lin. | f 
| wer 0 
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vanity in vogue; and not without a great XI. 
advantage to the prince: for thoſe that 
are poſſeſſed with ſuch paſſions, very ſel- 
dom have any ideas of the reformation 
neceſſary for eſtabliſhing an equitable go- 
vernment. Nevertheleſs, John was ob- 
liged to yield, in ſpite of the common 
ractice of the age; the conſequence of 
which was the drawing up that fine or- 
dinance, which would have ſecured the 
publick liberty for ever, had it been poſ- 
fible for France to have been happy. Here 
is the extract of it, which T promiſed. *. 


By the firſt article the king, having ſet Extra 


forth, that he has called together the 9/ 7% cr 


nance 


« good people of his kingdom, of the ien 5, 


. 


* Languedoil' and of the“ cuftom-coun- the king 
e tries of all the three eſtates, in order to or « re- 
c have advice, counſel, and deliberation,” 70 of 


grievan- 


«© how to reſiſt the enemies of the king-7,, 
« dom, ſays, it has been concluded that 
* he ought to carry on a vigorous war 
* againſt his adverſaries both by ſea 
C and land, according to the order of the 

« captains which ſhall be choſen to ma- 
nage it; and, that to defray the expences 
«© of that war, a gabelle ſhall be laid upon 
5 falt throughout the whole extent of the 


* Countries that were govern'd by particular antiens—o 
euſtoms, ſeparate from the other parts of the kingum. 
57 1540111, n eee 
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86 


of eight deniers per livre upon every 
thing ſold in the. faid countries, except 
fales of inheritances ; which duty ſhall 


be paid by the ſeller, without excep- 


tion of perſons ; whether clerks, nobles, 


churchmen, hoſpitalers nobles and not 
nobles, * exchangers, and others. The 
king's woill ; is, in order to ſet a good ex- 


* ample, that neither himſelf, nor the 


queen his wife, his children, nor any of 


his lineage, ſhall beexempt from it; pro 


miſing to make it his buſineſs to induce 
or force, by all the ways that ſhall be ad- 
viſed by the three eſtates, all ſuch as will 
not comply with and ſatisfy the ſaid im- 
poſt; and where the king cannot make 
all his different countries conſent to it, he 


A ſhall make appear the diligence and me- 


cc 
4 
60 

68 
cc 
cc 
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thods he made uſe of for procuring the 
ſaid payment. This faid impoſt ſhall ceaſe 
in the month of March next, and then 
the three eſtates ſhall provide in another 
manner for the payment of the troops, 
and the votes of two of the three eſtates 
ſhall not bind the third; and in caſe of a 
change of impoſition, any ſums raiſed in 


" « conſequence of the preſent ordinance, be- 


66 


6e 
£4 


_ 


fore the firſt day of March, ſhall be ap- 
“ plied to the profit of the places i in which 
they were collected. Moreover the king's 
will is, that for the recovering and le. 
vying the ſaid I" receivers ſhall be 

appointed 


Antient Parliaments of FRance. 11 
< appointed by the ſtates, who ſhall be ob- Letter 
< liged to behave according to the inſtruc IX, 
ce tions they give them. 
By the 2d article, it is ordered, | 
* that in every bailiwick or ſeneſchaly, 
e the ſtates ſhall appoint nine loyal good 
« honeſt men, three of each order, as ſu- 
_ «© per-intendants-general of all affairs re- 
« lating to the ſaid impoſt, without be- 
“ ing obliged to render any accompt of 
ce the produce of it; becauſe they ſhall 
« commiſſion other good ſubſtantial men 
c to collect it, who are to be accompt- 
« able for it. „ ORG: 
»The 3d article attributes to the 
« receivers, general and particular, the 
« right to conſtrain all ſorts of perſons, 
. exempt or not exempt, by all the me- 
* thods they ſhall think fit; and in caſe | 
« of diſobedience, the ſaid receivers ſhall | A 
ce adjourn them before the ſuper- inten- 1 
e dants) appointed by the ſtates, whoſe 
ce judgtnents ſhall be executed without ap- 
ce peal, as arrets of parliament : the clerks 
ce to be judged by clerks, nobles by nobles, 
_ & every, one according to his right, by the 
ce advice and counſel of the other ſuper- 
c intendants, tho' of different order. 
« Bythe 4th it is ordered, that the ſu- 
e perintendants ſhall take an oath to the | 
< ſtates, and the commiſſioners or re- 
ceivers to the ſuperintendants, to be- 
_— „ have 


4 


* 


© ſpective functions. 


WY he 5th orders, that the whole 
* produce of the faid aids, whether in 
&« funds, or fines laid upon contravenere, 


LETTERS onthe 
Letter © have duely in the exerciſe of their re- 


— — 


de plied to the war, without 


being liable to be diverted through any 


© cauſe or pretence whatſoever ; either by 


< the king, the queen, their children,or any. 
others of their relations, or by their offi 
* cers. And if any private perſons ſhould 
<< obtain, by ſurprize or importunity, the 

“% king's letters to the contrary, even under 


t pretext of a ſimple loan, no regard ſhall 
** be had to them: ordering that the ſu- 
<* perintendants appointed by the ſtates, 


* ſhall have a right to cauſe themſelves to 


 « beaffiſted by the commons and people 
* of the good cities, where they may be 


« threatened with violence. Neverthe- 


« leſs, not allowing thoſe ſuperintendants 
10 order or require any thing but by u- 


nanimous conſent; and if they cannot - 
<« agree, they ſhall be brought to it by the | 


hop ſovereign juſtice of the parliament. - 
„ By the 6th, it is ordered, that the 
© ſtates ſhall meet again in the month of 
- © March, then next enſuing, to ſee and 
bs hear the accounts of the ſaid aids, and 
produce of them, in preſence of the 


« king's council and if the aids of the 
r its are not found ſufficient, 


= | che 
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they ſhall be authoriſed to augment the Letter 
abelle or aid, as occaſion requires, or IX. 

0 elle rovide for the pay of the army in 

another manner; without, neverthe- 

* leſs, one order being bound by the votes 

« of the other two, except * its own 

« οmente. 

« The 7th explains, that the tax of 
ce the ſaid aids is to laſt a year, having 
<« been thus granted by the three eſtates: 
e ſo that if the war did not end within 
the year, the ſaid three eſtates remain 
© convoked at Paris on St. Andreu s- 
<« Day next enſuing, to conſult about the 
<«« neceſſities which might then occur, and 
grant new aids, after having ſeen and ex- 
« amined in what manner the former 
« were employed; in ſuch ſort, neverthe- 
ce leſs, that if the three orders were not all 
agreed, the affair ſhould remain unde- 
e cided, and the preſent aids be continued 
«in the manner they are eſtabliſhed : . 
e and when the war ſhould be ended, 
e the ſaid aids ſhould ceaſe immediately, Sequel of 
and the ſums remaining of them be em- he ordi- 
ployed to the profit of the * where nance, 
e they were raiſed.” \, which 

By the following articles, which contain 2 2 os | 
the engagements the king is willing to en- nge. 
ter into on his part, he promiſes, being ments in- 


touched with the complaints of the people, to which | 
the king 


and _e great 17 7 12 on TE have ſuffer- promiſes 


14 LE TT ERS whe 
Letter * * 1, To make good and heavy mo- 
IX. © ney of the ſtandard of fifty-two ſels to 
the mark, which ſhall have courſe for 
twenty /ols Pariſis; not daring to en- 

% force it more, for fear of caufing too 

much loſs to his good ſubjects. Pro- 

e miſes beſides to make ſilver coin, ſuch as 
« that he will take but fix * Iivres profit 

<« on the mark of ſilver: and if it happens 

that the three eſtates, who are to reaſ- 

&« ſemble on St. Andrew s-Day next, ſhall 

te find, whether upon account of the 

end of the war, or for any other rea- 

« ſon, that the coin is ſtill too weak; 

15 promiſes to reduce the gold denter of 

“ fifty-two in the mark, to the value of 

ce thirteen /s four deniers, and the filyer 

& coin in proportion; ſo that the mark 

e of gold may be juſt worth eleven marks 

« of filver. And as to the black money, 

*© he orders, in favour of the poor, that 

<« one day in the week be ſet apart for 
1 making mailles and deniers. At the 

1 time when the good coin begins to have 
1 ED * currency, he wills that a ſtandard for 
« the verification of the weight, value, 
and allay of ir, ſhall be kept by the 


„„ * Though the French copy Ae livres, 'we believe ir 

| fhould be ſols: for if the mark was to be but fifty-two 
ſols, how could the king } have d profit of ſix livres, aboue 

. double the value of the mark of ſilver, from it. Several 
trips of this nature makes it to be wiſhed that the author 
had given a table of the coin of thoſe days, 


arch- | 
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©« made in the coin for the future; which 


ce he renounces both for himſelf and his 
ae ſucceſſors. 


* 2, He promiſes that for the direction 


c of the mints, he will chuſe good, loy- 


< al, ſubſtantial perſons, who ſhall be o- 
" bliged to take an oath to him in preſence 
of the ſu perintendants elected by the 


„ ſtates. + 


« 3. He promiſes, and binds himſelf to 
© take an oath, and cauſe it to be taken 
„ by his ſon the duke of Normandy, his 
© other children, the lords related to 
« him, the chancellor, counſellors, maſ- 


ters of the requeſts, parliament officers, 


*© treaſurers, maſters, keepers and officers 


“ of the mints, to obſerve this preſent re- 


< gulation for ever. If it happens that 
any one of them ſhould dare to adviſe to 
„ the contrary, he ſhall be immediately 
e ſtript of his office, and held incapable 
ce br; exerciſing any other for the fature. 

< 4. He promiſes to root out all the clip- 
pers and filers of foreign coins : never- 
< theleſs, reſerving to himſelf the power 
cc of putting an end to their currency in 
the kingdom; and renewing the pro- 
“ hibition of the Nd of ſpecie and 


cc 6. Pro- 


archbiſhops, biſhops, cathedral chap- Letter 
ters, the greateſt nobles, and in every IX. 
city, to the end that no change may be Www 
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. Promiſes to put a ſtop for the fu- 
© tare to all ſeizures of wines, - proviſions, 


“ yidtuals, carts, and other things taken 
by his officers, of whatſoever condition 
e they be, by his children and relations; 

* reſerving to his perſon ohly the right of 
„taking tables, treleſts, benches, and 

©. cuſhions, threaſhed beans for the ſervice 
of his houſe, and the neceflary car- 
. © riages, paying for them the ſame day, 
* or the next at fartheſt; in failure of 


* which payment, the takers ſhall be 


liable to be ſued before the provoſt 


< of the Hotel, or the judge of the place 
+ where the capture was made. 


* 6, Whereas the faid captures are fre- 


« quent in the kingdom, and that too 


much pains cannot be taken in order to 


root out that practice, he authorizes all 
“ perſons to reſiſt it, and permits them 
* to call their neighbours to their aſſiſ- 
* tance, and the commons of the neareſt 


* towns : orders that ſuch as attempt the 


“ like practices ſhall be purſued, ſeized, 
and puniſhed as vagabonds, thieves, and 
& raviſhers: that no judge ſhall ſet them 
c at liberty, or abate above a fourth part 


« of the fine laid upon them; but that 
* they ſhall be condemned with all rigour, 


2 


«< without conſideration and privilege of 


5 exemption, or attribution of Juſtice; 
60 _— all Judges to try We 


* 
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*© in default of plaintiffs, the king's at- Letter | 
© rorney-general ſhall be bound by oath IX. 
'© to proſecute the delinquents with all ww 


« poſſible rigour. „„ 
5. He will have the queen, the duke 
«© of Nor mandy his eldeſt ſon, his other 
'© children, the lords his relations, and 
{© his officers, ſwear to cauſe this article to 
be put in execution; and that it he pub- 
_ «© iſhed in all the bailiwicks and ſeneſcha- 
lies of the kingdom, as often as honeſt 
„„ 8 
8. Forbids any creditor to cede or 
* make over his debt to one more power- 
8 = than himſelf, to the king's officers, 
* the lords, or priviledged perſons ; or- 
“ dering that the conceffioners ſhall loſe 
their debt, and be condemned to pay 
an arbitrary fine. 1 1 
& g. He orders the preſcription of all 
the debts of the Lombards (that is to 
4 fay the * Traitans) beyond the term of 
* ten years: forbids them to adjourn a- 
ny of their debtors out of their natural 
£ courts of juſtice; and in caſe the con- 
e trary ſhould happen, gives leave to the 
<-Jatter not to appear to their ſummons. 
« ro. He orders that all juriſdiction be 
« left for the future to the judges in or- 


* Men who formed particular taxes, contrafted } 

Furniſbing proviſions or fuer; alſo money-lendersy 
. . Ga 2 " On we 
"0 2 % dinary, 


. ip 


18 LETTERS of the” © 
Letter © * dinary, without permitting any per- 
IX, „ ſon to be ſummoned hereafter before 
. ce the * Maitres 4 Hotel, or their lieute- 
« nants, the conſtables, marſhals, ad- 
« mirals, and juſtices in eyre: preſerving, 
cc nevertheleſs, the juriſdiction of the 
4 maſter of the requeſts over the officers 
s of his houſhold, in their own cauſe, as 
„ defendant, and not as plaintiff: that 
« of the conſtable over the ſerjeants at 
« arms when defendants: that of the 
e marſhals of France and their Ticute- . 
| & nants, in what relates to war ; - and that 
s ofthe juſtices in eyre in what belongs to 
« to their province only. 
6 11. He forbids the juſtices in eyre to 
« aſſume to themſelves the cognizance of 
« matters relating to hunting, fiſhing, 
« 'or other miſdemeanors in the juriſdic- 
« tion of the lords; and in caſe of contra- 
% vention in chem, he permits the refu- 
& ſal of obedience to their orders. 
« 12, He forbids all dukes, | counts, - 
barons, and other nobles, ro en : 
the antient warrens ;. and gives liberty 
to deftroy-all thoſe eſtabliſhed ſince his 
«- father's reign, and during his own. 
6“ 13. He reduces the fees of the fer 
« jeants, who ſerved ſeveral executions ; 


* / court the amth; re our v board 
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© in a day, to, the tax of one day; and Letter 
« condemns them under pain of impriſon- IX. 
“ ment, to make reſtitution of the over- 


cc plus they exacted. | ; 188 


4 14. Ile forbids to employ any as. 
« ſerjeants, but ſuch as enjoy fiefs of in- 
« heritance, upon pain of loſing, their 
ce office. | FRET 


15. As the king formerly made a 

| 4“ charter of regulation for the labourers, - 

# & by which they are liable to certain jt 
« in the caſes expreſſed in it, he declares, 
that he has not pretended to. adjudge 


c the faid fines to himſelf, in the lands of 
the lords 7 whom . they belong by 


5 Lan He forbids in general, all offi- 
&« cers of his houſhold, or of judicature, 
« and even the officers of the lords, to 
« traffick either by themſelves, or under 
c the name, and in company with 778 | 
* ther, under penalty of forfeiting the 
„ XX%/ 

4 17. He pardons, in conſideration of 
% the aid granted by the ſtates, all of- 
s fences. which might have been com- 
ce mitted againſt the ordinances on the 
ce coin, except the exportation of ſpecie 
&« out of the kingdom, and falſe coining, - 

“ He likewiſe annuls all letters of ſtate 

F n ˙· aretlbD | 


q 


fi 


Cc 
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„ 18, He declares that for the future, 
he will not convoke the :arrizre-ban 


without evident neceſſity, and without 
the advice of the deputies of the three = 
eſtates; if, however, it be pains for i 
him to require it. $ 
« 19. He agrees, that while the pres 
ſent aid laſts, all other ſubſidies ſhall 


ceaſe; becauſe, if unfortunately the 


war ſhould not end in the courſe of tbe 


year, the ſtates, who are to aſſemble 


within that time, will provide a new aid 


ſuitable to the circumſtances of affairs ; 


and likewiſe in caſe of another war 


cc the ſtates ſhould alſo provide other fo F 


ficient aids, by deliberation of the three 


orders, without any one of the three be- 


ing bound or engaged by the votes of 

the other two; and if the three orders 
cannot agree, nothing ſhall be deter- 
mined: but in ſuch a caſe, the king : 


may have recourſe to his domains, an 


his other rights; except the fact of ſei- 
zures already mentioned, which he 
ſhall never do without paying the juſt 
value of them. 
% 20, As the neceſſities of the war ren- 
der ſufficient precautions abſolutely 
neceſſary to be taken, he forbids the 

making of falſe muſters, under the pe- 
nalty of confiſcation of arms and hor- 


10 ſes, and Ma puniſhment, | 5 


« 21, He 
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< 2 1. He orders, that to prevent falſe Letter 
« „ muſters,. the ſtates ſuper-intendants de- IX. 
* putics ſhall be preſent at the reviews in YEW 


“conjunction with the captains appoint- 
' © ed by the king: that nobody ſhall be 
| © pelieved upon his own word, not even 
& the lords of the Flower de Luces: that 


nothing ſhall be paid but to thoſe who 


are really preſent in arms and equi- 


& page: that the horſes ſhall be marked. 


4 in order to avoid any over- reaching: and 


that every man capable of bearing arms, 


4% ſhall be forbid: to abſent himſelf from 


he kingdom during the preſent war, 
0c without the king's 246 x 


© arms, they ſhall receive it from the 
F pay-maſters appointed by the'ſtates, and 


not by any other mage or means whats 


4 ſoever. 


"4/241; The kieg dahiloang eee 
« ficers, admirals, conſtables, maſters of 


c the croſs-bow-men,: treaſurers of war, 
© or others, to take any duty from thoſe 


60 who ſhall make incurſions, or go out 


6 cruizing upon the enemy, to the end 


leave. In 
© fine, thatas to the pay ef the men at 


15 


e . 


c that the whole profit! may belong to 


“ thoſe that ga 
b hired; foreigners to be employed in this 
«,, ar, ſhall commit any diſorder in the 


ary orders, that if the 


W | — 0 = 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


098 
cc 
6 


« ſea and land, in order to bring it ſoon- 
e er to an end, and not to make any 
F « 


cc 
ce 


ce 
cc 


T 


the advice of the three eſtates. 


LETTERS on the Ev 
| tains be anſwerable for their troops, up- 


© on this condition, nevertheleſs, that 
the towns ſhall be obliged to furniſh 
them with proviſions for their money. 


* 23. The king forbids troops upon 
their march to ſtay above a day in the 
places where they halt: gives leave to 


refuſe them proviſions - beyond that 
term; and even to conſtrain” them to 
2-08; 


+, ſet forward, if any ſhould delay, with- 
out a lawful excuſe known to the ma- 


Fe. OIL he promiſes to 
proſec war vigorouſly both by 


peace or truce with the enemy but by, 


7 


24. The king orders all men to be 
in arms upon the firſt ban that ſhall be 


made, under pain of being forced to it 
by bis officers, or by the lords juſti- 


 ciaries, who for that purpoſe ſhall be 


«ce 


provided with royal letters, for which 
nothing ſhall be paid to the chancery. 


An fine, thoſe letters conclude with a 


e 
re 
«c 
cc 
a 
10 
* 


clauſe derogating from all contrary ſtge - 


tutes, practices, and cuſtoms, - even 
from all former ordinances. |. T he. king, 


from his own certain knowledge, ſpæ- 
** cial fayour, royal power and authority, 


willing. and commanding that all bis 
vincaria and juſtices do obſerye nd exe ⸗ 
7 N * 
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; 23 
cute them, cauſe them to be obſerved Letter 
e and executed in every particular, ac- IX. 


ct cording td the form and contents there 


ce of. Given at Paris, under the great 


« ſeal, the twenty-third of December, 


« 1355, and publiſhed in judgment at 


the Chatelet of Paris, the twenty- 
“ ſecond, of \Fanuary following. 


. 


The ſtates having aſſembled in the Th-/ates 
'* grant 7 
rogation, a great numbet of the deputies N 
of Normandy and Picardy were miſſing: or poll- 
this ſhewed little diſpoſition in thoſe pro- 4 to the 


vinces to concur in the end propoſed ; and king 


month of March, according to their pro- 


the cauſe of it was. immediately imputed 
to the king of Navarre, who had not 
ceaſed his caballing, and was ſuſpected of 


holding a correſpondence with the Eng- 


l:h. Nevertheleſs, the members of the 


ſtates preſent in the aſſembly, having ex- 


amined the produce of the aid, and found 


that a great many places had refuſed to 
ſubmit to it, concluded to grant a capita- 


tion according to the king's firſt demand; 
which was fixed at four /zvres for every 1o0 
livres of rent, in reſpect of all perſons of the 
royal line, eccleſiaſticks, nobles, barons, ple- 


beians, without exemption of any perſon on 


account of priviledge, and the pretended 
right of birth, or any other cauſe what- 


ever: meaning, nevertheleſs, that only 
two ivres ſhould: be paid for evey 100 


\ 


S 


| 


24 | LETTERS on tle 
Letter /ivres exceeding the ſum of 1000 ;. aol 
IX. from 100 J. down to forty, only two 
pounds ſhould be paid, and twenty s for 
any ſum under. But what rendered this 
tax more rigorous, was, that labourers, 
workmen, and even domeſticks, were ſub- 
ject to it, and rated at ten ls in propor- 
tion to 100 le wages or income. An 
eſtimate was likewiſe made of the furni- 
ture of houſes, in order to join it to that 
of the rents; fo that a perſon whoſe 
houſhold goods were worth 1009 kvres, 
was rated upon a par with him that had 
100 livres income; and if his furniture 
was worth more, his tax was raiſed in 
proportion. Moſt of the fittings of thoſe 
ſtates were held at the caſtle of Ruelle near 
Nanterre; but we have not the originals, 
at leaſt to my knowledge. While they 
were aſſembled, the commons of Artois 
began the prelude of the general 12 75 

vhich broke out ſoon after. 

He fur- However, the moſt important event of 
— 62g that time, was the ſurprizing the king of 
Navarre, Navarre, and his principal friends; who, 
ard cau- being at dinner with the duke of Norman- 
Jes four dy in the caſtle of Rouen, were taken as it 
* , were in a trap, by the ſudden arrival of 
zue to be the king, who cauſed four of them to be 
beheaded, beheaded the ſame day, without any form 
of trial; viz. the count of Harcourt, the 
lord of Gravill, the lord Maubu de Men- 

* 
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 nemarres, and Oliver Doublet, eſquires. 
The king of Navarre was carried away 


ther Daniel has affected ſo improper a 


negligence in'regard to the family names, 
that he ſeems to have endeavoured, on this 


occaſion, to palm upon us a chriſtian 
name for a fitname, having contented 
himſelf with ſaying that the king cauſed 
two eſquires, called Maubut and Doabler, 
to be beheaded along with the count of 
Harcourt, as if the gelt name was a fir- 


name as well as the ſecond: he might per- 


haps ſay, that he did it only with a view of 
ſparing the houſe of Mennemarres the 
ſhatne of an executed perſon, were it not 
evident, on the other hand, that all the 
families who had the misfortune to feel the 
effects of king John's wrath, have not been 


in the leaſt diſhonoured by it: in fact, 


this is but an example of that remifſneſs 


which I take notice of by the bye, among 

five hundred more of greater importance, 

ote. This execution, 

upon as a treachery in 


which I could 
which was locked 
the duke of Normanay, and an inhuman 


violence in the king, made the whole, pro- 
vince revolt, The king, who would 
himſelf conduct his prifoner to a ſecure 
place, having afterwards attempted to re- 
enter that province with troops, found all 
the towns hot againſt him; ſome of them 


s 4. 1 F 2 
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” 
priſoner. I muſt remark here, that fa. 


- 1 Av F 7 
* 1 - 
8 ; N A» 
"$ 4 = Þ 5% 
\ 


26 LETESIASM 


F-41371 


| | = _ HY — . through Borg, we md 


i! 

1 li ſh : — 71 | 

Wit ll Sade he had a formidable army, yet 21 Th 
| 
| 


1 France, ing then which ſide to turn to, reſolve 
Wl _ -=_ at laſt to purſue the prince of Wales, 
Wl If 2 cauſe there was no neceſſity of undertaking 
8 Y any ſieges in order to attack him; beſides 
11 which, it ſeemed to be an eaſy matter to 
ſtarve him, on account of his not being 
maſter of any ſtrong place. Neverthe- 
Teſs, the king was ſo imprudent as to haz- 
ard a battle, which he loſt in fo fatal a 
manner, that he was taken priſoner, and 
ſoon after. carried over to England: a vaſt 
number of lords fell in that battle, and 4a 
great many were taken priſoners: ſo that 
France in this deplorable condition Was 
really upon the point of being conquered 
- by the Ergli/h, if the wiſdom and conduct 
bol che dauphin duke of Normandy, the 
king's eldeſt ſon, had not reſcued her from 
ſo great a misfortune. The battle Was 
fought the 19th of September, and the dau- 
phin came back to Paris ten days after, 
De dau- Where he immediately convoked the three 
bin con- eſtates to meet the 15th of October follow- 
F was 5 ing, in order to conſult together about the 


: king's deliverance and the n means to pre- 
ates. g » Oy Q Pre 
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If ever concord and union were neceſ- Letter 
fary, it was upon ſuch an occaſion: but IX. 
the king, who during his proſperity be. 
haved himſelf in a manner capable to drive 
the people to deſpair, had ſo alienated the 
hearts and good-will of his ſubjects, that 
molt of the deputies that repaired to the 


aſſembly, came with a premeditated” de- 


ſign to labour, preferably to all other 


things, towards reforming the govern- 


ment, and ſetting ſtrong bounds to deſpo- 

tick authority, which had never produced 

any other effect but the ruin of the king- 
dom, and the king Himſelf The firſt Aud de. 


ſitting was held in the parliament-hall, on 2e, 


. their ad- 


Monday the 17th of October; where the ,;,, an 


dauphin, by the mouth of the chancellor, nr. 


archbiſhop of Rowen, ſet forth the great 


dilgrace that had happened to France; upon 


which it was neceſſary that the ſtates ſhould 


give him aid and advice, as well for pro- 


curing the king's ſpeedy deliverance, as 


for governing the kingdom, and carrying 


on the war during his abſence. The three 
eſtates anſwered, viz, the clergy by the Avſiuer 
mouth of Jobn de Craon, archbiſhop of 2 
Rhetms ; the nobleſſe by Philip duke of h 
Orleans, the king's brother; and the cities Fares, 


by Stepben Marcel, provoſt of the mer- 


chants of Paris, that they demanded a 


delay, in order to aſſemble and deliberate 
about the matter ;| which being gra 
DE | 


nted to 
them, 


28 D * 
| Letter them, the 1 appointed forecal of 
IX. the king's counſel to aſſiſt in the private aſ- 
ww ſembles, which were held in the convent 
of Cordeliers. But the ſecond: day the 
ſtates complained to the dauphin, that the 
preſence of the king's counſellors h 
the freedom of their debates, demanding 
that they ſhould abſtain from coming a+; 
mongſt — which was immediately 
ranted, but not without ſome diſtruſt; of 
the intentions gf the ſtates. The fittings 
continued eight days together without any 
reſolution being formed, until they a 
to chuſe fifty deputies out of the three or- 7 
| ders, for drawing up a plan of reformati 
in conjunction with that of the war ant 
finances, When this plan was concluded. 
by conſent of the ſtates, the elected ſent 
to acquaint the dauphin that they defired 
to communicate certain private affairs-to 
him, and therefore prayed him to come 
to their aſſembly; which he did, along with 
five attendants. They then declared to 
him, that after a long * difficult work, 
they had at laſt agreed upon ſeveral arti- 
cles, which being deſirous to communi- 
cate to him, they thought themſelves o- 
bliged to demand his ſecrecy, and his con- 
currence to the common advantage. The 
dauphin, already filled with the idea of his 
own authority, in quality of lieutenant to 
| bt — his father, . anſwered, | or 
=p : 10 
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did not pretend to oblige himſelf to ſecre- Leiter 
cy, and much leſs to the approbation of IX. 
what might be contrary to the king's au- 
thority: upon which the elected, having 
debated among themſelves, thought it, 
however, not leſs neceflary in them to 
communicate their unanimous reſolutions 

to him, in order to endeavour to obtain 

his conſent, without which there could 

be no union, or mutual correſpondence. | 

They therefore declared, by the mouth Nr. 

of Robert le Cocg, biſhop of Laon, 1. That — 
the kingdom having been formerly ve- : 
* ry ill-governed, they judged it was 

e through the fault and evil counſels of 

© thoſe whom the king had employed; 

« wherefore they required, that all the 

„ king's officers in general ſhould be de- 

e prived, or ſuſpended from their employ. 
ments: that the dauphin ſhould impri- 

e ſon the perſons, and ſeize the effects and 

* revenues belonging to thoſe of whom 
„they intended to give in a liſt; that 

e their revenues ſhould from thenceforth 

te be deemed forfeited, and as ſuch, after 

* an inventory made of them, applied 
towards the expences of the war; that 

« as to their perſons, their trials ſhould 

ebe made and perfected upon the accufa- 

e tions, and the articles which the elected 

of the ſtates ſhould exhibit againſt them 

* before impartial commiſſioners : and, 
4 - «whereas 
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Letter © whereas the chancellor, the firſt of thoſe 
IX. © whom they complained of, was an ec- 
clefiaſtick, they deſired the dauphin to 
ce write a letter to the pope with his own 
« hand, in order to obtain commiſſioners 
at the option of the ſtates, who ſhould 
be authoriz'd to pronounce a definitive 
_ « ſentence againſt him. The liſt of the 
* perſons accuſed, containing twenty-twa 
& in number, included beſides Peter de la 
| « Foreſt chancellor, Simon de Buſſi firſt 
* preſident of the parliament, Robert de 
*. Lory the king's chamberlain, Fobn Cha- 
« melart and Peter Dorgemont, preſidents 
< in the parliament ; Nicolas Braque,the 
„King's maitre d'hotel, formerly his trea- 
& ſurer; Jobn Poiluilain, maſter of the 
« mints ; Enguerrand du Petit, and Ber- 
„„ ard de Fremont, treaſurers of France; 
& Fobn Chauneau and James Lempereur, 
<«. treaſurers of war; Stephen de Paris, 
« Peter de la Charite, and Ancel Cho- 
« quart, maſters of the requeſts of the 
«- parliament ; Fohn Turpin, counſellor of 
« the requeſts. of the parliament ; Robert 
% Deſpreaux,the king's notary; Fobn Daſ- 
6 , the king's advocate in the parliament ; 
« Tobnd' Auxere maſter, of the accounts; 
* 'Fobn de Brehaigne, valet de chambre; 
* le Borgne de Beauſſe maſter of the 
<« horſe, Geofroy le Maxurier butler, all 
* three the dauphin's officers; and, in nods 
e : 4 
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« enquetes of the parliament. 


« 2, They demanded, that reforming WV 
e commiſſioners, to be choſen by the ſtates, 


and authorized by expreſs commiſſions, 
e ſhould be ſent into the provinces, in or- 


« der to bring all PREY _ to 75 


8 a definitive trial. 
3. That the coin ſhould be refivied 
a 0 as the ſtates ſnould order it. 
4. That the dauphin would be plea- 
** ſed to compoſe his council of twenty- 
eight counſellors, who ſhould be nomi- 
te nated by the ſtates, vis. four prelates, 
4e twelve knights, and as mahy citizens; 
% who ſhould have the adminiſtration of 


| << all affairs in their hands, with the right 


« of filling up all vacant employments, 


and even diveſting thoſe who were or 
| © might be in poſſeſſion of them; the 


« whole to be decided by plurality of 
eee 
* They demanded the releaſement of 
te the king of Navarre, which the dau- 
“ phin himſelf had an intereſt to grant 
« for his own juſtification, and which he 
*© ought. to acknowledge to be agreeable. 
e in the ſight. of God, ſince nothing but 
** misfortunes had happened to the king- 
* dom from the time of his confinement, ? 
« and the murders committed as Rouen 
| LEES - | e Ju 


+ 


« the Abbe de Falaize preſident of the Leue 
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Letter Jahn de Pequigny knight ſpoke. for the 
IX. nobleſſe, Nicholas le Chanteur advocate, 
WY V and Stephen Marcel provoſt of the mier- 
| chants of Paris, ſpoke for the third eſtate 
and the deputies of the good fubſtamiial 
towns: concluding for the neceſſity of a 
good-union, which, conſidering what had 
been done formerly, could not be firm and 
laſting but by the execution of their de- 


1 


mands. | ran, ie 
The dau- The dauphin ſuffered fuch harſh pro- 


anfuer poſitions with great uneaſineſs.  Neverz 


'.  thelefs, he anſwered in perſon, that the 


nature of them required a long examiina- 
tion, and that he would adviſe with his 
council about the matter; but, firſt; he 
would be very glad to know what offers 

and aſſiſtance the ſtates would give him in 

the preſent unhappy ſituation of affairs. 

The flates The elected of the ſtates then -replied, 
oblige and told him, that by means of what they 
. „ demanded, ee to maintain for the 
maintain ſervice of the king and dauphin, 30, ooo 
30,000 men at arms, at the rate of half a florin 
men at of a crown for each; and that, in order 
to raiſe a fund for that expence, the clergy 
and nobles ſhould pay one tenth and a half 

of their revenue, that is to ſay, fiſteen /i-. 
ves in a 1 and that in the cities, 
towns, and the open country, every hun- 
dred families ſhodid pay *_-o arm a man 

at arms. And, nevertheleſs, as they could 
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not exactly know the produce of ſuch a Letter 
tax, they demanded that their aſſembly IX. 
might be prorogued, either to the week GY WV. 
before or after Eaſter, to the end, that up- 
on examining the accounts, they might 
make good any deficiency on the princi- 
pal ſum neceſſary, for the payment of the 
30, ooo men at arms which they would 
maintain. This conference being over, Te dau- 
the dauphin retired to the palace, after ph! 
having given his word to return a ſpeedy got — 4 
anſwer ; which was, nevertheleſs, put off ahb. 
for ſeveral days, by reaſon of the great 
diverſity of opinions in the council, moſt 
of whom were negotiating with the ſtates, 
in order to obtain ſome abatement of the 
exceflive demands they had made. But 
their firmneſs being ſuch that they would 
not give up any thing on the points of 
government, the majority of votes in the 
council determined the dauphin to grant 
every thing, and to pitch upon the eve of 


| All-Saints-Day for declaring it. This, 


however, was ſo far from being his own. 
private opinion, that the day was no ſooner. 
appointed but he was ſorry. for what he 
had done, and ſought means to break off 
the appointment: being perſuaded - by. 
thoſe who were in greateſt favour with 
him, that the fund propoſed by the ſtates 
would hardly ſuffice for the pay of between 
eight and nine thouſand men at arms, 
Vol, II. ä and 


156 


Letter 


and that by granting their demands, be- 


1 


LETTERS on be 


* 
* 


IX. ſides the prejudice that would reſult; to 
GYV the royal authority, he did the greateſt 


injury he could poſſibly commit againſt 


the king his father. But the moſt ſin- 


1 


puties of each order, who were, for the 


lar circumſtance of all, is that the coun- 
cil having aſſembled again, in order to de- 


liberate on theſe new conſiderations, they 
unanimouſly agreeti to break off the day, 


and conclude nothing with the ſtates. Con- 
formable to that revolution, the dauphin 
went to the gates of the palace, where all 
the people and the ſtates were aſſembled, 
and from thence having ſent for three de- 


clergy, the archbiſhops of Lyons and 


* Rheims, and the biſhop of Laon; for the 


nobleſſe, Valerant de Luxembourg, the ſire of 
Conflans marſhal of Champagne, and John 
de Pecquigny governor of Artois; and for 
the third eſtate, Stephen Marcel provoſt of 
the merchants, Charles Conſac alderman, 


and Nicolas le Chanteur advocate, all three 


of the city of Paris. He repreſented to 
them, that he could not grant any thing 
without expreſs orders from the king his 
father, and the advice of the emperor of the 


Romans his uncle; for which reaſons he 
demanded that that day might be put off 


which he was not d 


to the Thurſday following. But tho it was 
evident that the 7 had other views; 
iſpoſed to make kueche 
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the duke of Orleans his uncle ſpoke ſo well Letter 
to the people preſent, that every body re- IX, 
tired without ſedition or tumult. The WYw, 
next day after the feaſt of Al. Saints, the —S 
dauphin held a grand council at the Lou- gſemôh. 
vre, where a few deputies of the ſtates 
having been ordered to attend, he declared 
to them, that their buſineſs was to return 
to their reſpective homes, until the news 
expected from the king his father was ar- 
rived. Upon this order, the ſtates aſſem- 
bled the 3d of November, in the convent of 
the Cordeliers, concluded, that ſince they 
had been convoked by the dauphin, duke of 
Normandy, in order to give him aid and 
counſel" in the adverſity of the king his 
father, and that having deliberated upon 
the two articles fo far, that they formed 
an unanimous refolution, which had been 
communicated to him, and he had accept- 
ed, ſo that a day had been fixed in order 
to render an ordinance conformable there- 
| to, at which day he afterwards declined 
being preſent upon certain pretexts ; it was 
neceſſary that every member of the three 
orders ſhould carry home- into his own 
country an act of the reſolution of the 
ſtates, in order to ſhew that it was not 
their fault if the kingdom was not fuſ- 
tained and affiſted in ſuch an extremity. 
Notwithſtandiny all that I relate here upon 
the authority of the grear chronicle, it is 

1 7” certain 


rr 0 aww vo . ee bk * „ l ere 


-| 136 
Letter 


IX: 
WAY 


LETTERS onthe 
certain that the ſtates re- aſſembled at Pa. 
ris the 5th of February following; and 
that after ſeveral debates, the dauphin 
cauſed an ordinance to be drawn up con- 
formable to their firſt reſolution, the ori- 
ginal of which is in the king's library. 


Nevertheleſs, the chronicle ſays not a word 


of this ſecond aſſembly, tho afterwards it 
alludes to it on ſeveral occaſions. Here 


follows the extract of that ordinance of 


Extract 
of the or 
dinance 
made by 
the dau- 
phin in a 
ſecond af 
ſembly in 
order to 
pacify the 
people. 


the dauphin, which is dated in Mare 
1356, regiſtered in parliament the, 3d 


of the month; and in the Cbatelet the 


30th. 


the king of France, duke of Normandy, 
dauphin of Vienne, ſignifies to all preſent 
and to come, &c. The preamble. con- 


tains the mandate purſuant to which the 


ſtates were aſſembled, in order to give coun- 


ſel, and act both for the king's deliverance 


and the defence of the kingdom. He there- 
in acknowledges the great diſorders hap 
pened in the ſtate through neglect of t 
ſervice of God, the honour due to the 


Church, and the adminiſtration of joſtice, 


by the prevarications of the officers, ju- 
ſtices, and others; but chiefly by the g- 
varice, covetouſneſs, and — of evil 
counſellors, who, without any regard to 


the publick welfare, have only ſtudied 


how to enrich themſelves, their, TRI 
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their friends, and their creatures: for Letter 
which reaſon no reformation can be ex- IX. 
pected, but by turning out for ever thoſe WV 
perfidious counſellors and adminiſtrators, | 
without any hopes of ever being reſtored, 
and filling their places with good, prudent, 
wiſe, ſincere; diligent, loyal men. Where. 
fore, 1. He irrevocably willi, that what 
ſhall be ordained by him and the deputies 
of the three eſtates, concerning the aid, 
the reformation, and the coin, ſhall be 
generally held and obſerved ; and that the 
officers hereafter named, ſhall remain for 
ever deprived of their employments, with- 
out a poſlibility of being reſtored to 

2. As it has formerly happened, that 
the produce of the aids, gabelles, and 
ſubſidies granted for the expences of the 
war, have been perverted to other uſes 
under divers pretexts, wills, that all that 

ſhall be levied for that purpoſe be applied 

to the expences of the war, ſolely by thoſe 

commiſſioned by the faid ftates, to whom 

theſe preſents ſhall be a ſufficient power. 

Renounces both for himſelf, and the king 

his father, the taking or diverting any 

part of the ſaid ſams ; orders that no regard 
| be had to any contrary letters which they 

might grant through importunity ; 'per- . 
mits the commiſſioners to reſiſt by force | 
thoſe 'that ſhall attempt to take their mo- 
1 2543 = 
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Letter nies under any pretext ; promiſes to make 


difficult. affair, and that too much care 
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the lords his relations, as likewiſe the- 


22 officers of the crown, ſwear that they will 


never take, .or pretend to an 18 of at 


ſoms. b 40 
He conſents and grants, at che re⸗ 


. 
queſt of the ſtates, that their commiſſion- 


ers and deputies ſhall not do or conclude 


2 thing, if they be not all agreed 55 
gcth er. 


4. He renounces, during the courſe. of 
the aid granted by the ſtates, all other ſorts 
of ſubſidies, gabelles, duties upon drinks 
or merchandize, tenths which might be 
granted by the pope on the clergy, and e- 
ven any loan from any perſons of. hecho 


eſtates whatſoever. 


. Whereas war is an important ad 


cannot be taken to provide for it, he or- 
ders, that the three eſtates ſhall re-aſſem . 
ble at Paris on the Monday after Lor- Sun- 
day, or in any other place they think pro- 

per, with power to augment, diminiſh, 

alter, or do whatever they pleaſe concern- 
ing the aid granted by them; and they 
are likewiſe impowered to meet again 


twice during the courſe of the year, in or- 
der to provide for any events that might 
happen; and the votes of the three eſtates 
Mall be fo free, that thoſe of any two 
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unleſs by its ovyvn conſent. 3111 IX 
The oth article promiſes entire redreſs of > „ 


grievances in the following manner: 1. Re- 
vokes all reprieves and pardons granted to 
murderers, aſſaſſins, raviſners of maidens 
or women, incendiaries, church- plunder- 


ers, truce-breakers, ſecurity-breakers, and 
infringers of ſafe- conducts. Declares, that 


he will never grant remiſſion for ſuch 
crimes; and if he ſhould do it, his inten- 
tion is, that no obedience be 
him in that reſpect. 2. Vill, that the 


officers of juſtice do execute good and 


ſpeedy juſtice, without conſuming tho 
parties by delays; blames the parliament for 


their negligence, and ſome preſidents for 


male practices in their functions. 3. For- 
bids all manner of ſale of the offices of 
judicature, and likewiſe the hiring a per- 
ſon to diſcharge the duty of them, a 


thing which was then practiſed; and for 


greater precaution, orders that no perſon 
{hall be qualified to exerciſe any act of ju- 
dicature in the country where he was born, 
and poſſeſſes any eſtate, 4. He forbids all 
manner- of. compoſition in caſe of crime, 


paid to 


* 


under pain of loſs of juriſdiction 5 and will | 


have juſtice fully executed. 5. Willi, that 
the cauſes depending before the parliament 
be determined in their turn on the roll, and 
according to the ** of the preſentations. 
3 6G 
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Letter 6. As juſtice cannot be adminifter'd- but 
IX. by good and loyal officers, he declares, 
A that he diveſts, as unworthy of all of. 
fices, the twenty-two per ſons above- men. 
tioned, at the head of whom is the chan 
cellor lately made a cardinal, 7. He re- 
gulates the tax of the commiſſaries of the 
parliament, who are obliged to go into the 
provinces. 8. He orders that the chamber 
of account ſhall be reformed, for the diſ- 
patch of the parties; acknowledging the 
abuſes committed in it, as well on ac 
count of the wages extraordinary which 
the officers draw from the king, as by the 
exceſſive fees attributed to them, and the 
great number of uſeleſs officers, who diſ- 
patch no manner of buſineſs, Wherefore 
his 27ʃl is, that they remain deprived of 
their employments, reſerving to himſelf 
to provide other perſons in their room who 
ſhall behave better. 9. He orders that 
provetion ſhall likewiſe be made, by an ex- 
preſs ordinance, for nominating the perſons 
to hold the chambers of the parliament, 
and fixing the number of notaries, ſecre. 
taries, ſerjeants, ſerjeants at arms, who 
ſhall be bound to behave well and duly 
in their reſpective ſtations, under pain of 
being deprived of their employments. 
10. He orders, that for the direction of 
the mints, skilful, wiſe, and loyal men 
ſhall be citabliſhed 258 the advice _ the 
Ip reg 
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three eſtates, by whoſe orders money ſhall Letter 
be coined according to the courſe, value, IX. 
and ſtandard approved by the three e- * 
ſtates; purſuant to which ſhall be coined 
pieces of fine gold of thirty /ols each, and 
fifty- two of theſe pieces to the mark, and 
other white and * black moneys in propor- 
tion: promiſes to look upon as a traitor 
and evil-doer, whoever ſhall adviſe him to 
weaken and debaſe the faid coins. 11. 
Forbids, on the ſame terms with thoſe of : 
the ordinance of 1355, the taking of pro- 
| viſions and carriages from the people. 12: 

Permits reſiſtance againſt thoſe who ſhall 
employ force for making the ſaid ſeizures, 
and ſubjects them to juſtice. - 13. Regu- 
lates the fees of notaries, confirms the 
attribution of the ſeal of the chatelet, and 
forbids the augmenting of fines beyond 
the cuſtom of each place, 

By the 7th article, the dauphin order; 
that "hoſe who have levied and collected the 

aids granted by the ſtates, ſhall bring in 
their accounts, in every dioceſe, — 
the commiſſioners of the ſtates, who ſhall 
diligently enquire into the receipt and ap- 

plication of them, to the end, that upon 
their report, the ſtates may provide ac- 
cordingly againſt _ next ys ns Jars 
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Letter By the 8th, he regulates the payments 


IX. 


Es 
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made i in bad mon 


WS By the gth, he $rbigs che practice of 


ceding or making over debts to powerfol 
; perſons, in order to vex and e the 


debtors. 


The roth provides for the profervatitis 
of particular juriſdictions againſt the 2 
tempts of the king's officers 

By the 11th, he forbids the encrouehs 
ments of the king s juſtices in eyre hock 
the particular lordſhips. 

In the 12th he forbids the extenſion of 
the antient warrens, and the eſtabliſhment 
of new ones. 

By the 13th, he forbids all jodevs: to 
85 more than one office by them- 


ſelves, or to commiſſion another to do it 


for them at their own profit. 

By the 14th all ſurreptitious commiſ- 
ſions are annihilated. 

By the 15th a reform of the too oreat 
number of ſerjeants is promiſed, and ous 
viſion made for their expences. 

The 16th forbids the exerciſing of ſer- 
jeantſhips'by commiſſion, except they be | 


feoffed and hereditary ſerjeantſhips. 


By the 17th, the ſalary of ſerjeants is 
reduced to eight fols per diem, and that of 
the huiſſiers of the parliament to fixteen : 
wills, that for the future no-ſerjeant ſhall 
be received without giving fufficient ſecu- 
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city, for his behaviour, for the fines; ann Letter 
ages, and coſts he may be liable — . IX 

By the 18th, all officers of juſtices a are 
forbid to trade, or cauſe others to un 
for tem. 
By the 19th, he e the paſt non- 
5 appearances of the arrier-bans publiſned, 
| and promiſes not to publiſh — any 
more, without evident neceſſity, and the 
advice of the ſtates. 
By the zoth, he forbids all nobles and 
men at arms to be abſent from the king. 
dom, without leave from the ſovereign 5 
and this, as long as the war continues. 
By the 2 iſt, he forbids all nobles to 
E make any private wars during the * N 
war. 
By the 22d, permiſſion is given to 
cruize or make incurſions upon theene- 
my, without paying any duty on ac- 
count of the profit which may ariſe won | 
them. 
The 23d forbids the treaſurers of 1 war 
to take above twelve dewers for their dil 
patches. LEE T530 
By the 24 all ſoldiers are forbid to 
uſe any violence, or to plunder in the ci- 
ties, towns, or villages of the Baglam, 
under pain of he rope. 

By the 25th, the ſtay of troops in any 
one place, e 117 march, is fixed to 
G1 "0 n. Cie. NIA GAG 200 
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Letter In the 26th, he promiſes to make nei- 
IX. ther peace nor truce with the enemy, dut 
—_ by the advice of the three eſtates. 
; By the 27th, it is ordered, that all 
men be armed, or conſtrained to arm 
themſelves, by the officers of the places, 
that- they may be aſſiſting in the be 
war. | 4 
By the 28th, he promiſe to preſerve | 
the omain, and to revoke all that has been 
alienated from it ſince the reign of Philip 
the Fair, except what has been given to 
God and the churches, or what has been 
diſmembered for relations of the royal 
blood of France, and e for a 
. to princeſſes. 
The 2gth and zoth contain regulations 
concerning the grand council. 
By the z iſt, it is ordered, that the chan- 
|  cettor ſhall trouble himſelf with no- 
thing but the affairs of the great ſeal, the 
regulation of juſtice, and likewiſe the e- 
ſtabliſhment of the employments which 
belong to his office. 
3 The 32d forbids the chancellor to feat 
any letters of alienation. of domains, or 
ts of the crown, grants, fines, or con- 
n for ne under daun of 8 


| 


— "_ — _ wwe wt 5 ow 
* 1 ** . - ger ew » * — oor 
— — . — — - « «6 __—- ” 
. 0 CE eee ae dr rn ˙— EE DR OOO CS — * — „ 
* K e 3 2 
© 
+ 


— —-—y——— — 
R : 

* 

4 , 


- —  — — 
. . 
£ 


ür 
The 33d orders, that no uſeleſs peo- 8 
| ple ſhall be employed any longer in theres 
* . the king's hotel, but in their 

To room | 


y 2 — — —— 
„ — - 1 - — — — S — _ 
- K 
— — — —⏑—— ũͤ— — — — — — — — n - — 
— —_ _— . rr — — ha . — — 0 5 


— — 
* 
* . 
0 - 
5 
k . 
* 
9 2 
= 


2 —— 
4> vs —Ü—— 


Alen: Parliaments of FRance, 48 


room hall be put good and loyal men, Letter 
four clerks, and two laymen, who have IX. 
been nominated by the advice of the ſtates, WW 
and they ſhall exerciſe juriſdiction i in the 
ſame manner as was practiſed in the time 
of Philip the Fair. 

By the 34th, all officers n 
the kin 9˙ perſon, are forbid to requeſt 
grants, favours, remiſſions, or inſtitutions 
of their creatures to any poſts or employ- 
ments; but, if they have any demand to 
make, they ſhall do it at the king's pub- 
lick audience, and during the king's 
grand council: and to this they (hall open 
upon the holy evangeliſts. 

By the 35th, all perſons poſleſling « em- 
ployments in the king's hotel or council, 
are forbid to make any confederacy ſor 
gaining certain ends, under pain of _—_ 

| pre of their employments. $7 61 

y the 36th, in order to give good ex- 

— he will have his houſhold, and 

thoſe of the lords elated to him, brought 
under a good regulation; and that they 
pay exactly for the neceſſary proviſions 
they take in: the whole to be admini- 
ſter'd by wiſe and faithful perſons. _ 

By the 37th, on the complaint of the 

thtee elkites, that a bad conſtruction and 
conſequence has been drawn from the 

king's ordinance, containing that the debts 

of the Lombard. thall remain * for 1 


% 1 
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Lauer ten years, which has occafioned igreater 


'F IX. vexations than before; the dauphin's will 
= - i, that all purſuits againſt the Lombardi 

EOS ſhall remain ſuſpended, and ſtop until the 
= s day after next Low-Sunday, © 
In By the.38th, he declares, that the pre- 
11 cedent aid, granted by the ſtates, ſhall 


i cauſe no prejudice to any perſon, nor to 
Wo the liberties, - franchiſes and privileges be- 


1 longing to them, according to the general 
1 5 charters of reformation of the een 
it) IF granted by Louis X. 


his own and the king's ſpecial protection, 
all and every one of the members of the 
three eſtates, againſt thofe who bear them 
ili-will, officers and others, whom they 
complain of; and for their greater ſe- 
curity, allows a right to every one of 
them to cauſe himſelf to be attended, 


whereſoever he travels in any part of the 


kingdom, by ſix armed men for his de- 


fence, without being liable to any obſtrue- 


tion from any judge whatever, on AC- 
count of carrying arms. 
By the 4oth, on the rontonſratts that 


the inferior judges, whoſe judgments are 


bl KN 5 ſubject to appeals, delay and refuſe giving 
$i Judgment t — fear of the fines they 
incur in caſe they paſs a wrong ſentence; 


the dauphin orders, that they ſhall not be 
ny above 11 7 livres, except it * ; 
that 


8 By the 39th, the A * une 
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that they have been guilty of corruption Letter 
and malpractices, in which caſe they IX. 
ſhall be AA accoriding to the mi{- 9 
deed. 
By the 41ft, the dauphin abolidies the 
practice of oaths in caſes of gſoin, that is | 
to ſay, excuſes for non-appearance ; be- | | 
cauſe the ſaid oaths are generally light, if I 
not falſe. . 8 
By the 42d, he forbids the provoſts to 
include in quarrels perſons who had no 
hand in them; willing the peaceable peo- 
ple be not diſturbed. 
By the 43d, he orders the reviſion of 
all the charters and favours granted fince 
. the 5th of laſt February, and which ſhall | | 
; be granted for the future. h ” 
By the 44th, he permits defence, even 
in ringing the * toxin, againſt - thoſe that 
ſhall attempt any violence. 
By the 4 5th, the captains and gorer- | 
nors of places are ordered to provide for 
their ſecurity. 
By the 46th, he forbids appeals to the, 
parliament from the judgments given in 
the inferior courts of juſtice : however, 
his wil is, that if the parliament has 
got the appeal, it may be in the power of 
thoſe who hold it, to keep back the cauſe, 
in caſe they think it beſt to 4 58 but 
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The king 


traverſes 
the dau- 
phin's | 
— 


thought of nothing but traverſing ſo great 


5 
I ET T E R 8 on te 
he leaves that to their own conſcienes 


not being willing to wrong the middle Ju- 
dicature. 


By the 47th article, be forbids all letters 
of reſpite againſt a lawful debt, and will 
have no obedience paid to them i in caſe n 
be granted. | 

In fine, this charter concludes with the 


uſual clauſes and injunctions for rendering 


the execution of it perpetual. Signed in 


the margin by the grand council, in 


which were the archbiſhop of Rheims, 


the biſhops of Paris, Langres, Nevers, 
Laon, Therouanne, the abbot of S. De- 


nis; the dukes of Orleans and Bretagne; 5; 


the counts of Alengon, Rohan, Etampes, 
Rouſſy ; the grand prior of Aquitainty 


the lords of Milan, Garencieres, Loupy ; 


Meſſieurs Jobn de Pequigny William 4 An- 
bleville, Philip de Trois Noms, and ſeye ral 


others. 

But while the were labragtn in Paril 
towards eſtabliſhing an order 0 to 
the misfortunes of France, the king, ſtill 
a ſlave to his own imperious temper, 
and fo fine a work, which he looked upon 
as a condemnation of all that he had done 


. himſelf during his adminiſtration :. he be- 
gan by concluding a truce with the Eng-. 
lib for two years, from ae 


y _ AR” 5 was F 


Fe 
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Faris on Maund -Thurſday, with the let- Letter 

ters parents of the ſaid prince, forbidding X. | 
D to levy the aid granted by the ſtates, and | 
's Wl ccvoking the permiſſion they had obtained | 
to re-afſemble on Low-Sunday, race other | 
days appointed. This news put the : I 
21 in ngremt ferment, by diſcovering db l . 
intentions which the king ſeemed to have 

2% Bl towards them. Nevertheleſs, the dau- 

" WW phin, who was better | adviſed, did not 

hindert the deputies of the ſtates from tak- 

> ing their ſeats in his grand council, nor 

, Wl thegeneral reformers from exerciſing theic 

wi ug be until the month of July follow - 

Ly vg the credit of the ſtates ſeemed 7 

5 8 be lining, by reaſon that the produce 

of the aids fe iber ry ſhort of anſwering the 

J. ends pro The dauphin improved 5 


that advantage gained over ſome of the 
deputies to his ſide, among whom was the 
archbiſhop of Rherims, and forbade the reſt 

to trouble their heads with the government. 
Nevertheleſs, as the receivers of the ſtates | 
were maſters of the money, the court was 
quickly obliged to compound with them, 
and conſent to their aſſembling the 7th ß 
November then next enſuing, of the year 1 
1357. | That very day the king of Na- The bing 
varre eſcaped out of priſon : after which of Na; 
coming to Paris, the Wente was no — 3 
longer about the good of the ſtate, but his , 
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tßem odi- ,* : ; 
| es the lords by all manner of careſſes, while he 


Letter duced ſeditions; ſo that there was no more 
IX. order or meaſures kept, and nothing was 


put in execution of all that had been ſo 


well concerted, and 40 olemeſy promiſed, 
The dau- The ſtates aſſembled, nevertheleſs, in the 
phin ge month of January the ſame year; but the 


the no- | ; x Ss. 
bleſſe in nobleſſe appeared neither in that meeting, 

Pier. nor in thoſe which they had in the month 
/, and of February following. This was owing 


renders to the dauphin's policy, who gained the 


people. privately raiſed ſuſpicions. in the cities a+ 
gainſt them, by cauſing it to be repreſent- 

ed to the inhabitants, that nothing but the 

royal authority could ſet bounds to the, vis 
olence to which they were accuſtomed; 

and he ſucceeded fo well in his inſinua · 

tions, that the cities and the nobleſſe equal» 

ly neglected to unite and act in con- 

cert together for the common good ; in 

ſuch ſort, that the former openly preferred 

the ſecurity they expected to find in re- 

pairing their walls and ' ditches, to that 

which would have been the effect of a. 
greement, and a good underſtanding be- 
1: of tween them. This diſpoſition, of the na- 
fumes the tion immediately ſerved to determine the 
zitle dauphin to take upon himſelf the name 


ent. and authority of regent of the kingdom, 


which it ſeerns the ſtates would not grant 
him before: and in conſequence the king's 


name was taken out of all the acts, an 
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the regent's put in its place; the uſe of Letter 
the ſeal of the Cbatelet was likewiſe laid IX. 
aſide, which had ſerved ſince the king's $ 
confinement, and the regent's new ſeal 
ſubſtituted 'in the room of it. This event 
happened the 14th of March 1357. 
Soon after, the regent, who coulg] not 2 

reliſh general deliberations, which always 

ten Jed to ſome diminution of adele OP 

wer, but nevertheleſs wanted mone any 

reſolved tõ hold particular aſſemblies. He 
convoked the ſtates of Champagne at Fer- 
tus, and thoſe of Picardy at Com 3 th ne, 
with ſome ſmall ſucceſs: this made him 

bold enough to adjourn the ſtates- general is * 
to Compregne, though according to the — a 
terms of the prorogation, they ought to Com- 
have aſſembled at Paris. The effect of n. 
this change was to intimidate that 12 5 

and get an aid granted to the regent : but 

the ſtates retained on this occaſion, as they 

had done at Paris, the receipt and diſpo- POE", 
ſition of their money, in ks to prevent _ 
the diſſipation of it. After that, it was again 
not long before the effect of the dauphin' g the no- 
inſinuations to the people againſt the no- 2 
bſe broke out; for Ml of a ſudden, the der in 
commons of Picardy, Vermandais, and revenge 
the iſle of France, be began to ge ather tos 


and being prepolſeſied with an' idea that es, 
the a 2 op Fr for nothing, , of that = 1 
EF) 1 * Kidz or the number of 

; "regent, peaſants. 


they, " not fa 


lg LE TT ERS on the 
Letter regent, they murdered all the gentlemen 
IX. whom they could ſurpriſe in their caſtles,” 
with unheard-of cruelties; having even 
roaſted a knight, and forced his wife and 
children to eat of his fleſh. The regent, 
no doubt, did not intend to carry things 
that extremity; for he was even obliged 
6 make uſe of the noblſſe themſelves to 
ſuppreſs this furious commotion : a . great 
number of country people loſt their lives 
on this occaſion, who were ſlaughtered 
| like ſheep, having neither arms nor art to 
 A/edition defend themſelves. Nevertheleſs, tumults 
refores till continued in the city of Paris, and 


. ſo great an one happened at laſt, that it 
theriy, reſtored the regent's authority by . the 


death of the provoſt, of the merchants, 
and ſeveral _ ; who having endeavour- 
ed to carry liberty and independancy too 
High, pie. "or A publick of the advan» 
tages of their enterprizes, and themſelves 
of their lives and reputation. It is from 
that zra, according to Mezeray's opinion, 
that we muſt date the end. of the mixed 
government, by which France had con- 
ducted herſelf fince the foundation of the 

- monarchy, _ more or leſs extent, ac- 
cording to th ius, capacity, and par- 
ticular good Frans of Ther: kings: 45 Z 
Happened, as well through the diſguſt 
that was taken at the E violences, 
which were improperly EG 
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the effect of the reſolutions of the laſt Letter 

ſtates, as becauſe the war having laſted a- 1 X. 

bove eighty years after, the royal autherity SV 

inſenſibly got the upper hand by the obli- 

vion of the rights of — perſons, 

which remained without exerciſe in the 

midſt of the confuſion and diſorders of a 

war that mu! itſelf i indy chen p of ne 

kingdom. 4 
We cannot, IAAENL make too cangy Encomi- 

encomiums on the ordinance of the month — ps - 

of March 13 56, made at the requeſt of 9 1356. 

the three eſtates; ſince ĩt not only re- | 

bliſhes a very equitable medium between 

the ' ſovereign” authotity, and the natural 

rights of all the ſubjects, but by the pro 

{cription of the wicked miniſters, and the 

| confiſcation of their eſtates, it has ſet us 

an example of the juſtice they deſerve, 

| which is very worthy of 8 and at 

the ſame time leſs Res than the execu- 

tions of ſo many financiers in the preced · 

ing reigns. On the other hand, the exer- 

ciſe of common j tice was wonderfully af- 

ſured by that ordinance ; the liberty of the 

ſubject was maintained, and the nèceſſities 

of the prince and the ſtate fofficiently pro- 

vided for. In fe, we may ſay, that if 

the king of Navarre had not eſcaped out of 

priſon, or that if he had been capable of 

facrificing his reſentment immediately after 

he got out, as he did in * 

* E3 and 


Tis __- LETTERS ortho. 
Letter and further ſtill, if that ordinance could 
IX. have been put in execution without tu- 

V mult, and in an equal and general man- 
ner, France would not only have recover 

ed her diſgrace, but become more Nach 

riſhing than ever. 

rw Perhaps I may be asked on this occa- 
4 hs ſion, why Charles V. one of the wiſeſt and 
changed beſt intentioned of our princes, did not, du- 
his mar- ring the remainder. of his reign, follow that 
i When rule of government which he himſelf had 
ling. given, and which he acknowledged to be 
ſo juſt? But beſides that we have no pre- 
cedent that any king, ſince Charlemagne, 
voluntarily renounced arbitrary power, 
when he once attained to it by his labour, 
addreſs, and judgment, that is to ſay, when 

he had made it the firſt object of his wiſhes 

during the beſt part of his life; it.is caſy to 
perceive, that the events of his youth bad 

made him better acquainted with the in- 
conveniencies than the advantages attend- 

ing too much liberty in the people: ſo that, 
diſguſted and tired with ſeditions, neceſſi- 

ties, murders, and robberies, and more- 

over being aſſured in himſelf of the uſe 
which he always intended to make of his 
power, he choſe rather to preſerve and 
ſtrengthen it, in order to baniſh thoſe ex- 

| ceſſes, or to prevent the return of them, 

than to renounce it through fear of the bad 

uſe to which his ſucceſſors might 0 

wards 
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wards put it; and in the main it is evi- Letter 
dent, that ſtates have their deſtinies as IX. 
inevitable as thoſe of private perſons, in 


ſuch ſort, that he who being born free, 
finds himſelf brought to ſervitude by a 
chain of the ſeveral accidents of his life, is 
the natural image of a people whom occa- 
ſions, events, circumſtances, . and even 


contrary effects reduce to ſlavery, notwith- 


ſtanding the certainty of their primitive 


right. Such was formerly the fortune of 
the Romans, who after deſtroying their 


liberties with their own arms, could never 


have their belly-full of maſters, and even al- 


ways outſtript their ambition by the moſt 
ſervile flattery and ſubjection. 735 


* 


peace were brought over from England, 


Paris, by letters of convocation in the uſual 


form; but the term was ſo ſhort, that very 


few of the deputies could be there. The 
opening of the aſſembly was nevertheleſs 
put off for a fortnight, in order to give the 


members time to arrive ; after which the 


1 


treaty propoſed was put to the vote, a 


unanimoufly rejected, conformable to the 


intention of the regent of the kingdom, 


ORE 5", ot 2 | 
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As to the reſt, affairs being in this con- Propoſ- 
dition, in May 13 59, propoſitions of 22 
ade, ana 
the acceptance of which the king had re- rejeffed 4 
ferred to the ſtates of the kingdom, whom e, 
the regent aſſembled for that purpoſe at se 


Letter and even of the king himſelf, thobghoa 

IX. priſoner, The king of England received 

SL the news of that refolll with ſo much in. 

— dignation and wrath, that he reſolved to 

deſcent make war upon France hexſelf, inſti 

1% of that which he had until then made only 

France. againſt her king. For that purpoſe be 

landed at Calais in the month of Novem- 

ber, 1359, with an army of an 100,090 

men, which he led before Rheims with a 

view of getting himſelf crowned there: 

the city held out above fix weeks, and 

that formidable army was obliged to raiſe 

the ſiege the.;;.11th of January 1360. 

Burgundy and Mverncis having redeemed 

themſelves from plunder, the Eng lis 

marched up to Paris, after ravaging 

Cbampagne and Brie: then retiring to- 

Peace is wards Chartres, a final treaty. was con- 
granted, cluded there the 8th of May 1360 ; 
and upon whereby the king's deliverance was pro- 

That con- nd Few e Pro- 

ditions, miſed, upon condition of ceding Poitou, 

Guienne, and ſeveral other countries to 

England, in full ſovereignty, and paying 

a ranſom in ready money, ſo high, that 

France never was able to acquit herſelf of 

it. In this manner ended the terrible diſ- 

grace of king John, who having re-en- 

tered his dominions the 24th of October, 

1360, ſtaid in them till the winter of the 

year 1363, every day aggravating his in- 

65 . ef] Con- 
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conſideration and ill conduct. After Le 
which, upon very improper pretences, I X. 
he would go over to England again, 


where he died three months after, on the Tn » 
8th of X72 before e in the . 


1363. 
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LETTER X. 


Remarks and reflections on the regem 
Charles V. A ſhort hiſtory of bis reign, 
States of Paris in 1369. DEE 
| concern "8 a king's majority. 
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Letter O U may have obſerved, that after 

the fatal pes which put king Fohn 

in the power of Edward III. king of Eng- 

== land, the dauphin duke of Normandy, his 

1 eldeſt ſon, 3 haſte to aſſemble the 

| Jirft tate ſtates of the kingdom; and that never- 

ee“ theleſs, whether through modeſty, or for 

— reaſons of ſtate, he aſſumed no other qua- 

5 lity in his letters of convocation, and the 

. *ordinance he phbliſhed at the inſtances of 

the ſtates, than that of lieutenant to the 

king his father. Politicians have made 

many curious enquiries to find out the 

reaſons that hindered him from taking the 

title of regent, which ought to belong to 

him in a manner ſo much the more indiſ- 
putable, as that he was not only heir ap- 

parent, butAikewiſe the neceſſary and de- 

ſigned ſucceſſor; beſides, being a major of 


twenty years compleat, and the wiſeſt 
prince of Es of. * he ſoon 


= | | | * 
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gave proofs, the king's abſence naturally Letter 
ought to have transferred. the ſupr eme X. 
rank and authority to his perſon. Among WYY * 
ſeveral reaſons given, ſome have ſtuck to | 
the moſt antient tradition now remaining 
on this ſubject, founded on a ſpeech made 
by Philip Pot, lord of la Roche, deputy , 
of the province of Burgundy, in the af- 
ſembly of the ſtates-general held in the 
year 1483, during the minority of Charles 
VIII. that lord having undertaken to ſhew 
the other deputies the extent and the 
uſe they ought to make of their authori- 
ty, aſſerts as a fundamental principle, that 
during the captivity of king Jabn, the 
ſtates took the government of the police 
and finances of the kingdom upon them- 
| ſelves; and that, though his eldeſt ſon was 
twenty years old, they did not confer the 
| power and title of regent upon him till two 
years after the firſt convocation, that is, 
when they were well acquainted with his 
capacity and good intentions. This fact, 
_ nevertheleſs, is not ſtrictly true; for tho 
the duke of Normandy did not, indeed, 
take the-regency until eighteen months 
after the battle of Poitiers; it does not ap- 
pear by any record, that the ſtates- general 
formed any reſolution on that fubje&, ei- 
ther for ſuſpending, or conferring that  \ 
quality on the prince, together with the 
authority which is attached to it: tho” I 
N would 
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Letter would not be thought to 

X: 
GY V memoirs on / chav bead than- thoſe gor, 


Mezeray 


a Jet. | 


1357, the duke of Nor mandy 


ment: to which it adds, that the fame 


and John de Liſſe, aldermen, took their 


lord of Ja Roche might — * 


left us. [93:7 WI3TSAK 27040 


— and ed Daniel; on the cons: ' 


— trary, advance, on this occafion, a thing 


- 9 bable, not to ſay entirely falſe; der n q 


that ſub- affert, that the duke of Normandy got him 
ſelf declared regent by the parlia mont; 


which in my opinion ſeems very 1 


and took advantage of the king of Nu. 


varre's abſence to bring it about. The u- 

riginal chronicle: relates this event in 4 
more ſimple and credible manner; in'fay= 
ing that the Vedueſday the 14th of Mareby 


s new title 


was proclaimed in Paris; that, for the fu- 
ture, the king's name was forbid to he 


| made uſe of, either in arrets of the \pars 
| lament, or in any other publick act; 


and that having ſent back the ſeal of 'the 
Cbatelet, which had been uſed fince his 


would for the future make uſe of the ſeal 


of the regency for ſealing in yellow wax, 80 


was practiſed during the king's govern 


day Stephen Marcel provoſt of the 'mer« 
chants, Robert de Corbie, Charles Conſut 


ſeats. in theregent's council below Robert 
1 biſhop of Loon, who was prime 
mi- 
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before, there wi | | x .. 
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king of Naur, 

ng dauphin's reg 

ter {lily 1 pM” 

principal tern £4 

that TR 

the dauphin's admi EE 

council the fame. da 


about it, becauſe. e\ __ 
that the king of Nav 
priſoner all the foreg 
caſtle of Arliux, 

had ſhat him up: the 
phin had had time ena 
regency. confer d upon 
fculty had only 
king of Navarre. . 
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concluded that he expected to receive it Letter 


& from the authority of the ſtates, who a- X. 
& (bone are capable of granting it, when the @WVW. 
e. king living has not given it himſelf. On 
the other hand, two hiſtorians of reputa- 


tion would make us believe, that he re. 

ceived it from the parliament: we may, . 
indeed, think that they ſpoke at random 

or in regard to the preſent ideas, accord- | 

ing to which people are perſuaded: that 

that tribunal concurs to the authority of or- 


2 N N 
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—— 
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8 1 3 
faid — fact, — chionicls af tho 
days gives us nothing deciſive on that af- 
fair ; ſo that all that remains is, to know 
whether the regiſters of the parliament 
contain any thing that may ſolve the dif- 
Fs as" Hr beſides: that I am not at 
hand to conſult them, thoſe who queſtion 
the faithfulneſs. of the antient acts, by the 
falſe. argument, that the parliament has 
been in poſſeſſion, theſe ſeveral ages paſt, 
of ſolely: keeping the records and the au- 
thority of the rank which it aſſumes, wand , 
not, perhaps, yield to their teſtimony, /- 
In this perplexity, durſt I hazard 4 no- Nee 
tion grounded on the bare expreſſions of h n- 
the hiſtory, I would obſerve, in order to tet te | 
eſtabliſn it; 1. That as in thoſe days fin. 
the qualities of the king's lieutenant· ge- 1 
neral LT du” _ „„ 


. 
k 
; \ 


64 LET TERS cher. 
Letter very near equal in authority and ignit 
2 and had been 1 9 


— — queley_ of of che kings 
lieutenant alone gave him ſufficient autho- 
rity to convoke the ſtates, and ſtatute ab- 
ſolutely upon their advice and remon- 
ſtrances. 3. That that prince, knowing 
the irregular and capriciaus vicious temper 

- oh; RC — 
he —— with the — rf 
he could take, ſubjecting his right and 
ambition to the ſafety of che kingdom 
4. That the ſavage temper of king ub 
ſufficiently; ſignalized itſelf, even at the 
expence of his own advan tage, when, in 
hatred to the authority —— aken, 
he, by a declaration given in his 
Bourdeaux, before his paſſage to | radry 
annulled 4 all that bebad e done in the aflems 

| bly of the ſtates of 13 56, and forbadeithe' 
cContiauation ef it: chuſing rather to mals 
an ill concerted truce with his enemy 
than reſt ſatisſied __ the zeal of his ſon ö 
and the liberality of his ſubjects, becauſ 
they had condemned and- diſplaced. 
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of affairs, Er 
| s minds be- 1 
| fach; can Wwe be ized that the 
wg of Nartmandy 1 long time 
before he would take eie the rn 
of regent, and that he ſtudied, ed, 
and, as it were, brought abont the 41 
ture, in which he thought he t af 
ſume it without offending his father, and 
incurring his indignation ? On the other 
hand, — with -aigy- bi-? 
lity, that the duke, who! ſo thoroughly 
knew his natural rights, and had made us 
of them with ſo . ſacceſs; could e- 
ver entertain any thoughts of obtaining the 
exerciſe of them from the gracious lden. 
lity of che parliament ? This ſeems repug- 
nant to the common idea, ſince the fre- 
quent aſſemblies of the ſtates which were | 
held during the interval, pointed out to 
im a ſuperior juriſdiction 3 a juriſdiction” 
of ſo much the greater authority, as being 
the repreſentative body of the whole na- 
tion. But after all, it is more likely that 
he -had recourſe to neither, for taking poſ. 
[cflion of the regency : for, in fact. it was 
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ſufficient that the king his father „ diſpirit- | „ 
d by conſtraint and the lothings of his #488 


onfinement, came to underſtand, at laſt, 
hat not being able to ſave his own yo” 
on, he ought at leaſt to fave his kingdom; 
and W. to As ae and char 

chere 
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LF: there was no better way to attain t 
8 5 to abandp to wy 4 an d 
GY wiſe and moder 
which be could. 
ſelf, Thus, as ſoon as king 8 i- 
ven his couſent for his ſon Ao e | 
ſuppreſſing his own name in a ts 
and arrets,. and breaking his ſeal 55 l 
the ceremonies were formally obſerved 
the dauphin ordered the parliament, to x 
giſter the declaration by which he aſſu 
the ſovereign power, to the end that. go 
thing might be wanting to its notort ty; 
and over- and- above, he cal {ed it 0. 
proceed in the capital. hus, I th 
may reſolve the propoſed problem in the 
moſt plauſible manner; ſince it gives 0 
each of the three orders, to the daup 
and to the king himſelf, the n 
longing to them. In fact, if we c he 
the thing in the general theſis, to wham 
can we judge that the regency of the ſat 
belongs, except to the heir apparent, Whd 
has Af Ray intereſt to preſerve, what ought 
ar ſome time or other be his own; 
But if = has a right to that FENG 
it reaſonable that he ſhould obtain t 
veſtiture and exerciſe of it from a 5 
lar tribunal, ſuch as the parliament i 
be? There. would be more pretext to 
rain, that the ſtates of the kin gdom ought 
at leaſt 0 beconſuedon ch occurremegs 
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however, 2 5 9 a de letter ; 
certain right, as the duke of Nor- X. 19 
mandy's, of enen we are 0 N | 4 
not ſtand” iti need of beir rs et DR 
by thoſe, Who, by their condition of ſub- | 
jects, were deemitd Bund to ſubmit to it: 
and all that we can reaſonably add, is, 
that in caſe of a diſpute between two par- 
ties, the ſtates vy uld be the ſole and true! 
competent judges of the beſt. | 5 
Our problem cannot, however, cantly ga, 
ſtop at this ſolemn ſolution: for ſeveral other other que- 
important queſtions ſtart from the ſame fi. 
principle. As for example, 4 man may 
ask, what idea muſt we have of the au- 
thority of a 3 priſon? To which I 
ſhall fee”! ithout any round-abourtt 
arguments, that it ought to he conſidered 
no more than that + a dead king ; _ 
next'to non-exiſtence, there is not a more 
formal obſtacle'to the exerciſe of ſovereign 
power than the want of liberty : where- 
fore we ſee that King John's power was 
declared null, at the requeſt of the ſtates, 
when he took it into his head to annihi- 
ate the -ordinatice drawn u in. the year 
1356. I may again be asked, . 
he right of regency, RAB the... 
heir apparent, can, neverthele 5 be ſuſf -. 
pended by the will of the Monarch li- OOTY 
ing; in ſuch a mann 1 as to leave | 3 
maſter of * ak mage 4 v3 n 
whom "_ 
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Letter whom he pleaſes ? This queſtion m 
X. conſidered two ways: as e 
* 3 to be abſent from his kingdom on 
"I expeditions, it is generally: agreed 

is maſter to confide the gavern- 

ment to whom he Wen 

regard to his relations, or even his hein: 

in this manner Louis the Ye zung, Phe tür 
Auguſt, and St. Louis diſpofed of, it, du- 
ring their voyages to the eaſt: but a1 
teſtamentary diſpoſitions, it is 10 
mention them; the diſcuſſion of them 
muſt be referred to the following letters 

when I ſhall examine this —.— on te- 
caſion of the arrèt iſſued againſt the dau- 

phin Charles VII. and the e injuſtice done 

to the duke of Orleans, afterwards Halit 

XII. during the minority of Charles VIII 

It is ſufficient at preſent. to have-proved 

to a demonſtration, that the [regency 

a natural right relative to that of theiſuc- 
ceſſion, and that in order to poſſeſt it 
juſtly, and to exerciſe: all the ſunctionæoſ 

of it, the prince to whom it belongs dbes 
not ae need aye . 1 

of the parliament, or the nowleganags 
Oblerve- of ae aug dn 71 3:7 e 
— Iſhodld have been defirous to fay ſome · 
1 ching in this place, of the manner of te 
later, and fitting of the ' ſtates,” and the methods df 
de man- deliberating in them: but after examining 
Laine in the monuments we have left of dhe a 
_— 1 | | ſemblies 
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the rank held in it by the princes of the 
royal blood, fach as Philip of Orleans 


France, or at leaſt che eccleſiaſticks. Up- 
on which we may remark, that though 
their pre-eminency was quite eftabliſhed, 
eſpecially fince the beginning of the 14th 
century, yet they made a body, not on- 
ly with the oblefſe, but likewiſe with the 
other deputies; that they — with 
them, and that they were a 
peak without any particular, Gtisetion, 
and even looked upon it as an honour. 
The ſecond felates to the excluſion of th 
| king's officers in the aſſetnbly of 1356, 
| when they would have aſſiſted at the de-. 
bates, much with the ſame views as 
when the great officets of the houſhold 
aſſumed the right of ſitting in the parlia- 
ments: an enterprize in which they could 
not ſucceed, - notwithſtanding the dau- 
phin's intereſt z for they were: obliged to 
retire, in- order to leave the deputies. at 
full liberty. In fine, the third 
the method followed in that afſembly, of 
_— a 


reſt, muck? like the committees of the 
parliament. of England, . a 


view 3 
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ſeinblics alrtady. metition'd,. 1 found that Letter 
but a very few obſervations could be drawn X. 
from them : the firſt of which, relates to WWW 


brother to king Fobn,' and the peers of 


regards 


deputation chamber, compoſed 2 
fifty members choſen from among the 
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that were to be propoſ ec. 


hon ſome 13 56 ; but I ſhall confine my ſelf to a few 


the ordi- application, We ſee, firſt, that 
| Ft oof the ſtates was acknowledge d 2 a 
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Letter view of abridging difficulties, was ordered 
X; to conſider and carefully digeſt the matte 


The n. Another thing to be done, would be, 


Phor's re- 
gien, to examine in «detail the ordinance. of 


articles of areicles; which ſeem to deſerve yo 


damental law in regard to al impoſts; fo 
that the king could. not lay any by his 
ſeole authority; and in the . moſt: preſ- 
| ſing neceſſities he was obliged to demand 
the conſent: of the three eſtates, becauſe 
the votes of two of them could never 
bind the third. Conſequently, it was 
ſuppoſed, that the domain of the crown, 

. conſiſting of lands, duties, quit-rents, rents, 
tenants- ſervices, and acknowledgments, 
and the profit on the coin, which. the 
kings had lately attributed to themſelves; 
that theſe funds, I fay, ought to be ſuf- 
ficient, not only for their own private 
expences, but . the uſual expences. of 
the crown. 2. We find, that in order to 
apply a remedy to the paſt diſorders and 
diſſſipation of the publick money, the ſtates 
aſſumed the authority of examining into 
the real neceſſities, & they might ſettle 


the taxes in proportion to the 
and that with this view they bie 
Au, e — or Feri, a chamber, 
05 | gon. 
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Antient Parliumentr of France, „ 
conſiſting of nine perſons choſen out of Letter 
the three orders; to whom they commit- X 
ted the power of impoſing, receiving. 
paying, and applying thoſe taxes and their 
produce, according to the inſtructions gi-/ 
ven them; the whole at the charge of the © 
account they were to bring in to the ſtates- 
general in their aſſemblies. Wherefore, 
we cannot ſufficiently wonder to ſee thoſe 
tribunals of the elections filled at preſent 
with the lees of the people, and become 
the moſt: contemptible of all juriſdictions, 
3. We ſee, that in order to guard againſt 


corruption, which is ſo common in thoſe 


who have a fingering of the publick mo- 

ney, it was expreſly ordered, that there 
ſhould be accountable + receivers, charged 
with the receipt and expence, and that 


| the particular ordinances of the elected 
could not be put in execution except they 


were all unanimous in their opinions. 4. 

That among the articles of reformation, 
the venality of the offices of judicature 
was proſeribed, as being the principal 


ſource: of all abuſes: a bing Achich d 


many former and remonſtrances 
had not been able to obtain of the Juſtice 
of the princes. But for greater ſecurity! it 


was ordered, that nobody ſhould ever be 


allowred to exerciſe the functions of a ma- 
giſtrate in the place where he was born; 


io far were they at that time my" of 
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Letter the neceſſity of deſtroying the idea of ſame 

X. people, who look upon the functions af 

judges and magiſtrates as a civil occupa- 

tion, deſtined to riches and the condition 

of certain perſons, and not as 

ments equally painful and honourable, 

which ought never to be granted but to 

capacity and merit, and not to ambition, 

and the money of thoſe who aſpire to 

them. 5. We ſee in this ordinance 

terrible cenſure on the two firſt courts of 

juſtice, the parliament, and the chamber 

Of accompts; which we ought to be che 

more touched with, inaſmuch as we ob- 

ſerve the ſame faults committed at preſents; 

a multiplicity of uſeleſs officers; . or 

avarice. in moſt of them 3 an-/inditfcitence 

about true juſtice z a ant atten- 

tion to the forms of law ; oſtentation and 

floth in the chiefs, and an almoſt de- 

dlared open corruption in the lower labs 

6. We may admire in it the firmneſa af 

the ſtates in removing the evil miniſters, 

and excluding them for- ever from all em- 

ploymeats; even purſuing their puniſh» 

ment notwithſtanding their dignity, and 

the protection with which the king and the 

dauphin honoured them: a thing, how- 

ever, in which they were not able to ſue- 

o0eed entirely, —— neverther 

_ for over een the 1 
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Dorgemonts, the Braques, and ſeveral o Letter 
thers, beſides the .cardinal de la Foreſſ. X. 
7. Thoſe ſame ſtates ptudently prevent 
ed che general abuſe which - courtiers _ 
make of theit intereſt for obtaining per- _ 

ſonal emoluments and favours, or ſelling. 

them to others: they likewiſe conde mit- 
ed the private treaties and aſſociations, too 
frequent among that ſet of men, in op 
der to gain certain ends, as if they ha 
foreſeen at that time the particular diſor- 
ders of our age. 8. We find by the 39th 
article of this ordinance; that the inferior 
judges were anſwerable for their judg- 
ments, and that they were condemned 

to certain fines when their ſentences were 
annulled by the ſuperior judge; whereas 
thoſe very fines have ſince been fixed upon 
the parties; thus overthrowing the wiſeſt 
precautions of the ages of innocence; for 

that which we are ſpeaking of required 
learning and attention in the loweſt ma- 
giſtrates. And may we not venture to 

ſay, that this article would be more neceſ- 

ſary than ever in our time, and in our 
provinces, where juſtice is bought and folfl 
with impunity ? Beſides which, as juſtice 

is no longer adminiſtred gratis, it would 

be evidently juſt that thoſe ho reap tlie 
benefit of adminiſtering it, ſhould run 

the risk of the N oa 1 _ 
judgments. N 
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Letter This 3 which I eſteem worth 
X. of eternal memory, deſerves a great ma- 
ny more remarks; but the neceſſity | of 
_ abridging, makes me paſs to the recital of . 
in the the extreme and inconceivable robberies 
coin. then practiſed in the coin. For domeſticł 

| diviſions being added to the foreign war, 
' and both happening at a time when the 
Rate was exhauſted by a wicked and frau- 
dulent adminiſtration, the poverty of the 
people was ſo great, that the value of the 
mark of ſilver was raiſed to twelve /rure; 
the 21ſt of 'March,' 13 59, inſtead of five 
« Jivres five fol, at which it had been-fixed 
the 6th o January 13 55-6; and the gold 
crown was likewiſe raiſed to ten times 
more than its true value. But king king Fabn 
at his return from England,” whether be 
was become more attentive than | before, 
or whether he condeſcended to yield to the 
advice of the duke of Normandy. his ſon, 
whoſe wiſdom had been ſo well tried du- 
ring his abſence, made the famous ordi- 
nance of Compeigne dated the 5th of De- 
cember 1360, by which he reduced the 
value of the mark of gold to ſixty ures, 
and the ſilver mark to five livres eight fab; 
which was altered no more during his 
reign. This is the only thing re can fay 
in his praiſe; and yet it is evident, that 
nothing but extreme adverſity forced him 
to chat act of a We muſt * 
wat I * 


* 


wo 


= 
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leſs obſerve;'-that-:having 3, o, ooo0 of Letter 


ſale of all merchandize, products of the aid: and 


for his own ptofit throu 
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old crowns to to the king of England, X. 
which, — to the proportion wi 
the filvery' were worth 33. oo, ooo of 
marks, at certain terms expreſſed in the K 
treaty of Bretigny; and the latter not be- f 
ing of a temper to put up with bad mo- 
ney, there was a neceſſity of fixing a pro- 
per value on the coin of the kingdom, to 
avoid giving riſe to a new war. The ſame 
ordinance of the 5th of December 1360, 
fixes for a large number of years, that is 
to ſay, until a peace is perfectly ſettled, The king 
the impoſition of the aids and gabeiles, ar f*9 — 
the rate of twelve deniers per livre in the . 


kingdom; the thirteenth on wines and d. gabelles 


| ther drinks, and the fifth on ſale: which © 


duties he declared he would havs levied 
ghout the whole 
extent of the Languedbil, by the perſonns 
he ſhould- oommiſſion for that purpoſ. 
This order was received without contra- | 
diction, and executed with the me obe- Fe 
dience as if it had come from a victorious 
monarch, or proceeded from the un ani: 
mous reſolution. of the ſtates. We may, 
indeed, look upon that obedience as an 
effect of the compation due to that prince's 
misfortune, or even as an effect of the 
publick intereſt ; ſince the greateſt lords of 
the kingdoms and bes burghers of the 5 
. * | FR 
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Letter cities had been given as hoſtages for the 
X. payment of his ranſom. 
WY whatever might be — it, nothing 

is more evident than that the authorityef . 

the ſtates received a great breach on that be- 
caſion; ſince at leaſt the right of collecting 
and applying the public money was taken 
from them. We muſt ſayas much of another 
ordinance, given out at * Rofter foll ; 
Zerbids by which the king forbade the nobleſſe 
bleſſe zhe uſe of private wars, as long as the enernies 
2% % continued in the kingdom; -@ —_ 
private ftance, which however is not {err 
PR the Engliſh, with whom a pea 
r 
Banditti, who having taken riſe on occa- 
ſion of the war, ra ravaged France at that 
time, and had juſt gained a great battle in 
the neighbourhood of Lyons, in which 
the conſtable James of Bourbon, count 
And cap. Of la Marche, and his eldeſt fon, loſt their 
ing lives. The ſame reaſon, or pretext, made 
2 him iſſue — new ordinance three months 
Through. after, forpidding the ſubjects to arms; 
ow ie which — extended to thee" whole 


| url —— That, indeed, was the only 
to put a ſtop to diſorders and plun 
dering; and it ſeems: that the nog? did 
not take umbrage at it, as not thinking it 
intended for them, though the court did 
not fail to make uſe of it againſt them in 
ihe ſequel : for having finiſhed the gre 
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that happened 100 years after, the writ Letter 
ten ordinances were found, and the antient * 
rights had been neglected, and were quite WYW 
out of memory: a pretext by which Lours 
XI, made himſelf as — the 


nobleſſe as of the people. We may ſayr 
— that what favoured the execution 


of thoſe ordinances, was the abſence of ſo 


many great lords, who, as I have juſt ob- 
ſerved, being detained in the priſons: of 
England, whither moſt of them went 2 
ver bona fide to remain hoſtages for 
the king's ranſom, they were not informed. 
of what was acting in France, or at leaſt 
were very far from being in that condi- 
tion, which would have been | 
for forming any oppoſition 7 _ in 8 


regard to their private intereſt. 


During the reſt of this reign, it a 
that as far as the duke of Normandy's coun- in — 
{ls prevailed, they applied themſelves to en 

repair the breaches which the peace with 15 we 4M 
England had made in the crown. By a e 
declaration given at the Lauure in Nouem 
ber 1361, the king irrevocably unites to it 
the dutchies of Normandy and Burgundyy, 
with the counties of Champagne and Tou- 
hufe. But through an effect of his uſual 
unſteadineſs, be repented the making that 
union, and made a private donation of the 
dutchy of Burgundy to Philip his fourth 
= ichen dated at * BY 


1 iver 
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Letter river Marne, the 6th of September 136 q: : 
X. The inſtrument of that donation he ö 
ſſtted in the hands of the chancellor of that 
dutchy, under his oath of ſecreey; but by 
other letters of the twenty-ſecond-of Ocio. 

ber following, dated at Rheims, he gave the 
chancellor leave to deliver up that dona- 
tion to his ſon, to be at his diſpoſal at the 
king's death: he was, indeed, in the 
right to conceal an action, Which, by the 

. event has coſt France ſo dear even to this 
- Preſent time. On the other hand, that 
prince, full of whims, had taken it into 
bis head ſome time before, to marry Joan 
queen of Naples, the moſt abominable 
woman of that age, and make her his 

third wife: with ſo prepoſterous a view 

he went to Avignon, thinking to ga in His 
ends by the pope's mediation; bor he 

on — his mind ſoon after, and took up 
with another project ftill much more 

. Whimſical: he entered himſelf in the cru. 

| ade, in order to go to the Holy Land, and 

got the pope to declare him generaliſſimb 

of the armies of Chriſſendom in the eaſt: 

Gees over however, coming back to Paris, in order 
. * to prepare every thing for his voyage; and 
dier there, tired with the judicious daily remonſtrances 
which the dauphin duke of Normandy was 
obliged to make to him, he reſolved to re- 

turn to England in order to get rid of them. 

9 1 the j journey in ſpite of all the 
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reaſons that could be offered againſt it, 2 


and died in that en the 8th of e 
1264. oils; 8 

This is certainly a very melancholy pies. 
ture of the inconſtant mind of one of our 
monarchs, and the fatal events that were 
the conſequences of it: but ſtill I believe, 
that few reigns will be more inſtructive 
than this ſingle one, were we really diſ- 
poſed to improve by the leſſons it gives us. 
However, the natural order of time is go- 
ing to preſent us with another, in which, 
the regularity, economy, authority, and 
wiſdom of the prince, will furniſh us with 
another ſort of inſtruction, by ſhewing in 
what manner we may fight againſt the 
moſt inveterate deſtiny, and even triumph 
over it. But as encomiums are not gene- 
rally ſo inſtructive as criticiſm, I ſhall re- 
duce my obſervations on the conduct of. | 
Charles V. to a very few article. 

I ſhall remark firſt, as an important ar- le. 
 ticle, that this prince, born with great 3 = 
lties, wanted ſufficient inſtructions in bis = 
youth: he was born of a father more fit ky 
to deſtroy his natural talents than to im- V. 
prove them, and in a time too when ſci- 
ences ſeemed to be baniſhed from civil ſo- 
ciety: theſe two cauſes inclined him ow 1 


to ſuperſtitious than religious 
However, as he had a great 3 of — 


0d as the I ES Bs with very carcly x 


increaſed 


: * k 1 Py” Sat) — F . 8 > 8 4 : 


80 LETTERS onthe 


X. nothing but dexterity, and the right wayof 
managing conjunctures and Te 
| could retrieve his affairs and his/dignity ; 


he therefore reſolved to apply himſelf to 


intriguing and negotiating, more than any 

| king of Francs had done before him: but 

it was not long before he loved and prac- 

tiſed thoſe arts too much, which drew 
upon him the hatred of foreigners, as well 

as of ſeveral of his ſubjects: he was by both 
complained of. as a trickſter and chicaner, 

who, not dating to make open war againſt 

his enemies, attacked them by -proceſs 

and law-ſuits. It is true, nevertheleſs, 

that his generals never wanted either cou 

rage to undertake, or conduct to execute 

any thing by his orders, In the mean 

time, the truth of hiſtory obliges us to 

_ confeſs, that what ſucceeded with him on 

one ſide, againſt the Engliſb, was the real 

cauſe of the loſs. of Bretagne on the other, 

after he had conquered it; fo true it ig, 

that the greateſt men are often the blindeſt 

a in what they undertake. bo ro WP + brgdig 
Detail of During this reign, there were but two 
what aſſemblies of the ſtates- general; the firſt 
pala convoked at Paris the 8th of May 1369, 
| 65 iy * in the parliament of the palace- chamber, 
_ . emblyof in order to hear the cauſe of the barons of 


flateshe Guienne, appealing to the king's court, 


| convoked, from the ordinances made by the prince 
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of Wales, eldeſt fon to the king of Eng- Letter 
land, who pretended to be ſovereign of the X. 

country, in conſequence of the ceſſion HH 
made to him of it by the treaty of Bre- 
tigny. This cauſe was a very important 
one, as well hecanſe it tended to plunge 
the kingdom into 4 new War, as by rea- 
ſon that the ſtipulations of the prec us 
treaty of peace ſeemed intirely pee to 
the receiving that appeal. Nevertheleſs, 
the king would receive it, becauſe he had 
brought it about by à piece of dexte- 
rity without parallel; and that he 
thought he had taken all the 
meaſures to ſupport it, and make war 
with ſucceſs, conſidering the great age of 
his enemy the king of England, and the 
mortal diſeaſe which the prince of - Wales 
then laboured under. But at the ſame 
time, defirous to prepare a reſource for 
himfelf in caſe.of need, in the'\\good-will | 
of the people; and in order 'to;thew the 
perfect confidence he had in them, lie af- 
ſembled the ſtates- general, as I have juſt 
obſerved, The great chronicle, which re- 
lates the order of the ſitting, held in the 
great chamber of the palace, fays that the 
king placed himſelf on bis jadgwent er, 
with the queen by his fide under the cano—- 
py; that the of Beauvais, chancel- 
lor and cardinal, filled the uſual place of 
the firſt prefident;\on- the lower bench; 
Vol. II. G . 
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=_ LETTERS on the 
Letter and that in the ſame rank fate the arch- 
X. biſhop of Rheims, Sens, and Tours; the 
b biſhops of Coutante, Evreux, ' Noyot 95 ſh 
ras, Troyes, Ba yeux, Maine, Paris, Bi. 
feux, and Orleans; and ſeveral abbots, 
moſt of whom ſate on the ground for want 

of room: that on the other fide, on the 
king's right hand, ſate queen Jane of Hu. 
reux, widow of Charles the air, and the 
e of the Flouer de Luces; * the 
duke of Orleans, the king's uncle, the 
duke of Burgundy, the count of Aenpm 

the count of Eu of the name of Artois 

the count of Etampes of the name of Ev- 
reux, uncle to the king of Navarre f the 
count of Boulogne, and the lord of —— 
lezun Gaſcoon, the grand of 
France, the count of Tancerville f th 
name of Melun; the fires of Albret and bf 
Cbatillon; and a great many other lotds 
and noble, who compleated the filling up 
the “ parguet : on the outſide was the 
third eſtate, in ſo great a number that the 
chamber was entirely filled. The char 
cellor ſpoke firſt; and having taken for by 
text that fine verſe in the firſt t of 

the book of Eftber, where it is faid; Thet 
Ahaſuerus communed with the wiſe "men, 
which knew the times, for fo wat ib: 

__ me 4 manner towards all. that 15 


* 4 . t 7 the 1 thar 4000 railldin. 15 7105 0 
"hav 


[ 


Antient Parliaments of FRANCE: 


of the king's intentions, His brother 


which the weakneſs of the chancellor's 
voice obliged him. to break off: after 
which the king ſpoke himſelf, and ſaid, 
that he had cauſed all the proceedings to 
be laid before them, with the detail of 
he negotiations with England, to the end 
that every body might be able to form a 
judgment of it, and ſpeak his opinion: 
then proclamation was made by his order, 
that the ſeſſion ſhould be held the Thur/- 
day following, being eee, after 
divine ſervice, and the Friday morning, 
which was the day he would receive the 
opinion of the deputies. On Thurſday 
the queen appeared again in the aſſembly; 
and they began to take it ill, that ſo wiſe a 
prince as the king was, ſhould have the 
weakneſs to give her place in. a general 
council of the kingdom, merely to divert 
her. The grievances, of the barons of 
Guienne were examined in this fitting ; 
and the king concluded it by repeating that 
he would have the advice of his good ſub- 
js, becauſe he was ready to correct what 
he might have done cither amiſs or too 
much : this compliment was anſwered by 
tumultuous acclamations, and offers of 
ſervice and fidelity. On Friday the 11th 
of May, the fitting way the fame, and the - 
8 G 2 | £4 - queen 
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lau and judgment, he ſet forth part Letter 
William de Dormans continued the ſpeech, . 
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queen did not fail to be there. Thy 
the harangues of the three bodies were 


heard: that of the clergy tended to aſſute 


the king's conſcience, by * ſhewing that 
if the king of England made war on ac- 


count of the king's receiving the appeals, 


it would be a wrong and unjuſt action in 
him: the mobleſſe, according to their 
cuſtom, did not throw away much time 


in arguments, but offered their lives and 


fortunes: in fine, the third eſtate con- 
cluded by applauding the judicial proceed- 
ings, of which they heightened the exaQ- 
neſs, as well as the honour of the chan- 
cellor. In this manner the aſſembly broke 
up, becauſe, according to the king's tio 
tion, it was not yet time to demand'any 
money, and it was ſufficient then to have 


got them to approve of the war. In fad, 


the Engliſh entered France immediately 


after; and as their ravages in Picardy and 


Normandy, began to make the people 


murmur, they had to comfort them, the 


ers, which, , Joined to the concluſions of the 


ſpectacle of proceſſions and publick''pray- 


of es Th 


es ceverly#he chrgy could quitt the hings.av 


feience for the notorious breach of a peace that left hin 
in poſſeſſion of the crown of France, which * 2 5 it 


: Edvard s power to have taken from him! but French 
_ faith and French gratitude have always bern the ow” 
a pre court never changes her maxims, and perhaps ur 


von have new and umwelcame „Rat * the of 


"T4 m. 
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were mere devils to demand the execution 


the French. 
Towards the end of the year, the king 


convoked again the ſares-general to meet at 
Paris, both in the palace, and at the Hotel 


fame year: and then it was that he made 
them pay dearly for the. facility with 


— every thing paſſed quietly in it; 
the aſſembly, was charmed with the king's 
affability, and the reaſon and juſtice which 
ſhined in his ſpeeches: his eloquence and 


ments of all the deputies, ſo that the aid 
which they granted, was one of the great- 
eſt that any ſtates had ever given, We 


chronicle gives, that he was obliged to ſet 
forth his neceſſities in pathetick terms: 
that the ſtates made an eſtimate of the ex- 
pences of the war; and that after ſeveral 
ſittings they agreed, that the impoſition of 
twelve deniers per livre in the ſale of goods 
and merchandize, and the fifth of the 
price of ſalt, ſnould be continued upon the 
ſame footing it was * king Jabn's 

* They | ©; continued the 
thirteenth 
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ſtates, made them think that ot was Letter, 
{ juſt as that war; and that the Engl: 7/8 


" 
X. 
* 
4 
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of a treaty ſolemnly ſworn and promiſed by 
foreſeeing the danger of another campaign, 


of St. Paul, for the 7th of September the 


And of 
the tran- 


which they bad accepted the war. Ne-/10,ms” 


| bis promiſes. triumphed over the ſenti- 


find, — by the detail wh ich the 
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[ Letter thirteenth denier upon wine and other 
1 IX. drinks, fold by wholeſale, and the four- 
E teenth upon what was ſold by retale. The 
5 Cities took upon themſelves a duty upon 

the entry of wines, which at Paris was 

twelve /ols for every hogſhead of French 

i wines, and twenty-four /o/s for Burgund 
wines. But as thoſe impoſts, which had 

been aher in order to pay, from 
term to term, king Fohn's ranſom, were 
in ſome meaſure ordinary, they added a 
hearth- money, or tax of four livres, that 
is to ſay four gold francs of twenty each 
/ols, on every fire in the good ſubſtantial 
towns, and thirty /o/s on each fire in the 
open country, one with another. The mif- 
fortune is, that we have no 'monuments 
left that can ſhew us the amount or pro- 
duce of thoſe taxes; hiſtorians having 
contented themſelves with telling us tht 
they were levied with ſo. much wiſdom 
and moderation, that they did not occa- 
ſion the Jeaſt diſturbance. - And a modern 
author, who has written the life of Charles 
V. adds, with a great deal of delicacy, that 
they were paid the more freely, becauſe 

it was well known that under the govern- 
ment of ſuch a prince, they would end 
with the war. This is almoſt all the de- 
tall that can be given of the two aſſemblies 
of the ſtates convoked by Charles V. We 
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need not wonder that we don t find in Letter 
them, as in the former ones, any com- X. 
plaints againſt the government, projects A 
for a reformation, or remonſtrances againſt 

abuſes : for the reputation of juſtice, and 

the effectual judiciousconduct of the prince, 

had gained him ſo much confidence and 
authority, that people thought that the 

good which he had not yet done, . could 

not poſſibly have been executed, and laid 

the blame on the juncture of affairs, and 

the misfortune of the times. 

But theſe two ſittings will admit of a . 
few remarks on the ſingularity we find in hors r- 
them, there having been almoſt no regard 2 = 
at all ſhewn to the dignity of the peerage : — 
we ſee that the duke of Orleans took place tings. 
of the duke of Burgundy, firſt peer; tho 
afterwards the latter did not yield prece- 
dency to his eldeſt brother, then regent of 
the kingdom : we likewiſe ſee the biſhop _ 
of Noyon giving place to thoſe of Coutance 
and Evreux; and the count of Boulogne, 
and the lord of Mont-lezun, fitting in the 


rank of the princes honoured: with the 


peerage, I ſhall further obſerve, that the 


regiſter du Tillet, upon the watch to ſeize 
all advantages for the parliament in his 


collection o "he hiſtory of the kings of 
France, would fain ks thoſe two af- | 
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Letter *beds of juſtice,againſt the formal expreſſon 


X. of the great chronicle, and the very words 
of the regiſters which he quotes himſelf 


But what appears important on this en- 
quiry, is to find out why the ſeveral ſtates 
of the Ling, which we have hitherto 
mentioned, always include but part of the 
provinces within its extent, determined by 
the word Languedoil; as if Languedec, 
Auvergne, and Limon, did not belong 
' to the monarchy. This, however, is but'a 


ſmall difficulty; for in order to reſolve it, 


we need but remember that the county of 
TJoulouſe, with its dependencies, was not 
united to the crown till after the death 


of St. Louis, and that the other great 


lordſhips of Languedoc, ſuch as the , vil- 
county of Beziers, and the barony of 
Montpellier, were not acquired till the laſt 
years of the reign of Philip of Valbit; the 
whole upon condition that theſe ſeveral 
countries ſhould ſtill be governed by their 
own laws, and by the ſtates of the coun. 
try, under a lieutenant-general appointed 
by the king. This regulation was always 
effectually obſerved afterwards ;-and: the 
people were fo ſatisfied with it, that they 


gave marks of their attachment and fide- 


lity to the crown upon ſeveral occaſions. 
© ® The ling's throne in parliament is called bed of 
| Juſtice : / that he is akubys jaid to bold a bed of jufs 
tice when he goes to the parliament, ' Nag 
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They diſtingaiſhed themſelves chiefly after Letter 
the loſs of thi battle of ' Poiliers + for the X. 


count of Armagnac, the king's lieutenant WYW 


in thoſe provinces, | Having convoked the 
ſtates to meet at Toxlouſe in the month of 


November 13 56, without expreſſing any 


partiality or hatred againſt the paſt govern- 
ment, of which, indeed, they had not 
felt all the injuſtice, they took excellent 
reſolutions, as well for raiſing a confider- 
able army, and paying it well during a 
year, as for regulating the coin within 
their diſtrict, without troubling themſelves 
with what paſſed in France,” where the 
ſtates- general did not proceed with the 
ſame tranquility: ſo that by way of re- 
compence for ſo wiſe a conduct, Charles 


continued to leave the ſtates of Langue edoc 


in the adminiſtration of their own affairs, 


and would not confound them with the reſt | 


of the kingdom. Thislafted until the reign 

of Louis XI. though the liberty of thoſe 

provinces began to jo infringed in Charles 

the VIth's time, when his uncles got the 

government of them —_— 2 them, 

in hopes of making grea r perquiſites 

there, than they could 45 in in Fakes which 

afforded fewer reſources on account of the 

war. 167 een 
I have nothing ae to mention now n _ oP 

the famous ordinance about the majority of 2 | 

the 9 which the foreſight o * che me 7 | 

the the — \ 
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Letter the fifth founded upon the weakneſs of / 
X. his health, the tender age of his eldeſt 
* ſon, and the conſideration of the great « ob- 
ſtacles which minorities were at that time 

tothe preſervation of the domain, becauſe 

| homages or oaths of fidelity could not he 

exacted but by a major king of twenty- 

one years old.. Charles having the thoughts 

of death often in his mind, laboured be- 

times about the plan of this law, which he 
pretended to render perpetual, and fix. at 

laſt by an ordinance he iſſued at Vincennes, 

in the month of Auguſt 1374, fix years 
before his death. He thought of getting 

it publiſhed in parliament ; but being op- 

preſſed by his diſtempers, he coptented 

himſelf, in the month of November fol- 

: lowing, with making a will, by which he 
left the regency, with the guaxdianſhip of 
his children, to the queen his wife, ſubſti 
tuting to her Philip duke of Burgundy, 
and Louis duke of Bourbon, until his eldeſt 

ſon attained his fourteenth year. He order 
ed, that the money which might be ſaved 
out of the revenues of the crown, ſhould be 

de poſited every year in the bands of Bureau 
de la Riviere, and Philip de Savoiſy, his 

Chamberlains; Bertrand Duclos, and Pe- 
ter du Caſtel, maſters of the accounts; in 
order to be returned after his ſon's majori- 

ty: he likewiſe appointed a council of 
. 3 per ſons io afliſt the . 
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years before her husband. There is great 
appearance that this loſs prevailed upon 


him to make another 1, and the duke 


of Anjou, the eldeſt of his brothers, pre- 
tended afterwards that there was one in his 
favour, paſſed in form of declaration, for 


conferring the regency upon him: but, 
indeed, the little confidence which the 
king repoſed in that brother, prevented its 


being regiſtered; and this proved after 
wards a great ſubject for quarrels and con- 
tentions, as J ſhall relate in the ſequel. In 


the midſt of thoſe uncertainties, the de- 
| ſign of eſtabliſhing a formal law, for the 


majority, was not laid aſide : the king 


| cauſed his ſcheme to be examined in the 


moſt famous univerſities ; after which he 
made a ſolemn declaration of it, and cauſ- 


ed it to be publiſhed and regiſtered in par- 
lament, himſelf being preſent. The 


lords that aſſiſted in the holding that 
bed of juſtice, were the dauphin, his eldeſt 


ſon, who fate without the canopy, but 


not far from the king ; and the duke of 
Anjou fate upon the ſame bench: on the 


left were the patriarch of Alexandria, the 


archbiſhops of Rheims, Sens, Toulouſe, 


and  Embrun 31 the biſhops of Laon, 


Meaux, 


lit of whom is to be found at the begin- Letter 
ning of the hiſtory of Charles VI. by M. X. 

e Laboureur. But this guardianſhip did WYW 
not take place, the queen dying three 
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Letter Meaux, Paris, Dole, Auxerre, Neuer, 
X. and Evreux;'the abbots of St. Denys, Es- 
ttlbernac, St. Vuaſt of Atras, St. Golombe 
of Sens, St. Cyprian of Poitiers, and Ven. 
dofme ; the clerks counſellors of the parlu. 
ment, the rector of the univerſity, with 
a number of doctors of the four faculties, | 
the dean of the cathedral, the dignitaries 
of the chapters, and ſeveral canons : on the 
right hand, lower than the duke of An. 
jou, were the counts of Alengon, Eu, and 
la Marche, the latter bearing the name of 
Bourbon; Robert of Artois, brother to the 
count of Eu; 3 the counts de Braiſne, Lifk, 
and Raymond de Beaufort, ſon to the viſ- 
count of Turenne ; with the A nge the 
parliament | 
The au- It is proper to acids on this occalion 
ther'sre- that du Tillet, and all our modern hi- 
abe, ſtorians, prepoſſeſſed with a notion that 
Bay of the parliament has a right to authorize 
this ordj- and change, according to their pleaſure, 
zauce. the ordinances of the kings, give no o- 
ther date in this declaration than that of 
the 21ſt of May 1375, which 1s the day 
it was regiſtered, tho' it is certain it is of 
the month of Auguſt the foregoing year. 
But I have heard other perſons ſuſtain, that 
this ordinance, containing a new law,. 
ſtood in need of the conſent of an aſſem- 
bly of the ſtates general, or at leaſt the 
e of France, in regard to the antient 
| cu- 
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thirteen years old, naturally i 
ſo great a fonction? Neverthelek, 
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made of them in the enregiſterment; and 
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cuſtom, for irrevocably eſtabliſhing the 1 
execution of iti In fact, it was violent- X. 
ly diſputed at the acceſſion of Francis II.. 


the malecontents maintaining then that his 
pretended majority was a manifeſt abuſe, 
fince the ordinance of Charles V. never 
had been regularly accepted, [beſides that 
it never was put in execution till then. 
Several manifeſtoes were written on both 
ſides of the queſtion ; but thoſe diſputes are 
now at an end, by the tor execution 
of that regulation in all occaſions of mi- 
nority, ſuch as that of Charles IX. Louis 


XIII. and Louis XIV. However, we 


cannot deny but that the acceptance 
which was then made of it, is defective 
in the moſt eſſential formality, which 
ought to have been the acceptance of the 
ſtates general, or at leaſt that of the peers 
of France, according to the principle of 


thoſe who aſſociate them in the legiſla. 


ture; ſince the queſtion was, to know whe- 
ther the nation was willing to truſt its©wn = 
government in the hands of a child of 
—— oe | 


certain that there is not the leaſt — 


this ought to make us think that the eſ- 


ſential right of the peerage was already 
forgotten, which, as we have ſeen before, 


confiſted not fo much in titles and parti- 


cular 
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Letter cular arbitrary prerogatives from the 5 


who grants them at preſent, as in the ef. 


ſeddive juriſdiction of the high nobleſſe in 


all matters of government, and in the 
promulgation of the laws, which, ſſript 


of their ſuffrages, would not have 15 


ſuthcient authority. el 
This remark is ſo much the more im- 

portant, becauſe it was in this very reign 

that the peerage, much the ſame as. we 


behold it at preſent, received in ſome. mea- 


ſiure its determinate form, with the - uſe 
of the rights which it has remained in . 


ſeſſion of. The regiſters of the parliament | 


have preſerved us two acts that prove it; 
the firſt is the order of holding the bed of 
Juſtice the gth of December 1378, where 
the peers were called for the judgment 


of Fobn de Montfort, called CORE bye | 


not long before. duke of Bretagne; in 
which we-ſee, 1. the eccleſiaſtick peers 
in their uſual number and rank 3 2. the 
lay-barons, peers preſent, viz, the duke 


of Burgundy, the duke of Bourbon, and 


the count of Etampes, whom I have men- 
| tioned already; and 3. the laicks and ba- 
rons, peers. abſent, who ſent their ſuffici- 
ent excuſes; viz. the duke of Anjou, the 


duke of Berry, the count of — th the 


count of Alengon, the counteſs of Artois, 
and the dutcheſs of Orleans. This makes 
me judge, that as to the FP and ſimple 

legillative 


han, fn — 
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legiſlative right, the kings pretended, at Letter 
that time, not to ſhare it with any body z þ £6: 
tho in the main, we cannot vindicate tem 
from uſurpation in that point, as well as in 
a great many more, conſidering antient 
examples related in my former letters, fuch 


Bo © & 7228 


ss that of the fabilimentum feudorum: in 
- thc year 1204; the ordinance of majority = 
2 WM vficient for being validly received in ap- 
l pearance before a judge, before the age of 


twenty-one, in matter of ſeiſin or novelty; 
or elſe that which admitted the great of- 
ficers of the houſhold to ſeats in parlia- 
ment; and the like of ſeveral others. We 
may even further aſſert, with a great deal 
of reaſon, that this legiſlative right, ſuch 
as we ſee it eſtabliſhed from thenceforth 
in the perſons of kings, is not only the 
ſource of the multiplicity of ordinances, 
but the real cauſe of their inexecution, 
and the oblivion they fall into in a few 
years; not to ſay any thing of the oppo- 
ſition and contradiction between them: 
for as they are made without conſulting 
any perſon, ſa no order or body in the 
ſtate has an intereſt to maintain them. 
The ſecond of the acts I mentioned, ſhews 
that the judicial authority of the peers was 
then reſtrained to judging the criminal pro- 
ceſſes of their equals, when they had com- 
mitted any great crime againſt the king 
and his crown, The llt x thus, * The 
| ns *. 1 ; | | ing 
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Letter © king holding his bed: of: ve hs, 20 
„ day of March. 1386, tbe peers d 
king by the mou of the 
©, duke of Burgundy, dean of the 8 

A before the king's attorney gene 
© made any requiſition, ſet forth At in 
< the trial of the duke of Bretagne, in the 
« life-time of the late king Charles, to 
. which the years were adjourned, tte 
latter maintained before the king, that 
"66 deciſion, determination, and 
e ment of the cauſe belonged to them, 
cc requiring that letters ſhould be 
«« them to that effect; or elſe, if the king 
« perſiſted in his reſolution to determine the 
<« cauſe, and give judgment by an err, 
that letters ſhould likewiſe be g granted 
| © them, ſpecifying that it is 3 any 
. «© prejudice to — and without any 
e new right being acquired by the king 
c on that account: which letters having 
< been granted them by word of mouth 
© were, nevertheleſs, not expedited; 
« wherefore: they demand the record of 
© thoſe who were preſent, the cardingl 
de Laon, monſieur 4 Orgemont; 'Arnaul 
e de Corbie, the ſieur de la Baune, and 
* Stephen de la Grange preſident. And 
* moreover, that in EE be gi- 
«< ven them, there be a clauſe inſerted, 
that the proſecution carried on againſt 
04 che og of — without their in- 
2 os tervention, 
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* judice to their right ; which being grant- 


* king's council, in conſequence of the 
© notoriety, the letters were ordered to 
« be diſpatched.” Now-it is eaſy to ſee 
by this — to hat limits the peers re- 
ſtrained their right, however great and 
powerful they were at that time: which 
juſtifies more and more what I have ſuf- 
ficiently proved already; vu. that igno- 
rance has been the cauſe of the deſttuc- 

tion and ruin of all conditions amongſt us, 
as well of the higheſt as the middling; 
and that it is true, that the kings have 
always watched, either by themſelves, or 
by their miniſters, to take advantage of the 
faults, miſtakes, and 1 inattention of all their 
ſubjects. 
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Death was bitter to him more — one 
way ; becauſe he not only ſuffered great 
pain in his body, but alſo laboured under 
as great anxiety of mind : he was leaving 
his eldeſt ſon, in his 12th year, in the 
hands of his four uncles, three paternal and 
one maternal, in all whom he could re- 
Poſe no confidence, except the laſt, who 
was the duke of Bourbon, Nevertheleſs, 
- rank and birth of the others neceſſari 
y calling' them to the — t 

Vol. ſi. z | _— 


« tervention, ſhould not be of any pre- Letter 
© ed them, by the general advice of the * 


In fine, Charles v. ended his life and Charles | 
government the 16th of Sepremiber 1380. e = 


os | _ LET-TERS'wthe.. 
Letter ſtate, he was a long time conſidering how to 


TR. exclude them: however, as he was an ene. 
ny to violent reſolutions, he contented hin. 


elf with verbally intruſting the dukes of 
Burgundy and Bourbon with his laſt inten. 
tions; flattering himſelf that the former 
would call to mind the infinite 'perſondl 
obligations he owed him : nevertheleſs, he 
left the education and guardianſhip of his 
children to the duke of Bourbon, and dyed, 
committing the reſt to deſtiny, which was 
to EO of it without his nen 
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EKT 
Reign of Charles VI. Aſembly of the 


Compeigne in 1382. Ordinance, for 
the regency in 1407. States at Paris 


the coins, and on the life of Charles VII. 


bour'd under dyring the third race, I may, 


ſtate; and that it would be more uſe- 
ful to give ſuch a preference to the agree- 
able ſubjects which proſperity affords. . Ne- 
verthele ſs, if it be true that the horror of 
diſcord more powerfully brings back peo- 
ple's minds to the love of order and rea- 


riſing from the hiſtory of Charles VI. will 
render us more attentive to the ſpectacle, 
with which the ambition of private per- 
ſons and inteſtine diviſions preſent us in 
it; and at the ſame time better diſpoſed 


te to 
Ha 


Notables in the year 1380. States at 


1412. Other flates at Paris in 1402. 
Arret of condemnation againſt} the dau- 
phin, and bis regency. Obſervations on 


ſon, we may hope that the reflections a- 


99. 


W235; 1 


w 45 * A 4 r * 3 
* p , . 
7 * ” 
: ; , 4 4. 
; * 
4 4 
o 
k > 
— _ 4 
o 
122 * N 19 


EING now to ſpeak of the moſt Letter 
deplorable reign that France had la- XI. 


932525 


perhaps, be thought to op too often, and U. 


dwell too long on the diſgraces of the 7ejgn. 


\ 
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Letter to reliſh the advantages of this age, where- 
XI. in the authority of the monarch, and the 
N obedience of the ſubject, have procured. us 
interior tranquility, in ſpite of ſeveral ſig- 
nal diſgraces of fortune, Amongſt all the 
changes, which the long duration of a 
monarchy renders in ſome meaſure neceſ- 

fary, and hiſtory ſets before us for exam- 

ples, France never ſaw ſo great and wo- 

ful an one, as when the government paſ- 

ſed from Charles V. ſirnamed the Wi 

by way of excellence, into the hands of his 

ſon, an infant, and in proceſs of time a 
madman. We ſufficiently know what the 
dangers and inconveniences of a minori- 

1 generally are, and conſequently, what 
thoſe of a guardianſhip of forty years muſt 

have been. Nevertheleſs, the evil proceed- 

ed not ſo much from this unfortunate 
diſpoſition of the king's perſon, as from 
the characters of the princes then living, 

' whoſe dignity called them to the govern- 
ment. We may ſay in general terms, that 
there was not one of them that had an up- 
right intention, or any real love for his 
country; ſo that having no other thoughts 

than how to take advantage of every con- 
juncture for their own private intereſt, for 
plundering the ſtate, enriching themſelves 

all poſſible means, and ſtrengthening 
themſelves by each other's affiſtance, ſuch 

a general deſolation was the * 
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of their conduct, that in the beginning Letter 
of the year 1420, it was paſt all hopes of XI. 
repair. We likewiſe obſerve, that thge 

favourites and miniſters who ſtarted up in 
this confuſion; were almoſt all of them fel- 
lows of Fortune's making, poſſeſſed with 
the ſame paſſions of avarice and ambition, 
and, above all things, blind, in.a manner 
almoſt incredible, in all their defigns : 
from whence we may lay it down as a 
maxim, that during this fatal reign no pa- 
triot was born, or at leaſt none appeared ; 
or, that if there were any, they immedi- 
ately fell a ſacrifice to faction. Let us now 
proceed to rhe detall,”' dec 

Charles V. is reproachable in two things; Charles 

the firſt, for carrying the impoſts too high, V. # * 
towards the end of his reign, without any r — 
real neceſſity; for thoꝰ they were paid ving levi 
willingly enough in his life-time, or at # 00 
leaſt without any ſcandalous tumult, yet impoſts 
his eyes were no ſooner cloſed, than — 
cardinal Jobn de la Grange, biſhop of A- 

miens, who had been his principal mi- 

niſter in that reſpect, found himſelf load- 

ed with the publick indignation, and e- 

ven with that of his ſucceſſor. It is well 
known, that money is the finew of ſtates; 

but it is hot yet decided, whether it is 

better that the prince ſhould draw it 
entirely into his own coffers, by exhauſt- 

ing the private reſources, than to leave 

1 0 z FF the 
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Letter this: people rich, and govern them in ſuch 

XI. a manner, that he may be ſure of their 

diſpoſition to ſacrifice their riches for the 

_ neceſſities of the government. Of two 

examples of this kind, with which the 

hiſtory of France preſents us, Charles V. gave 

the firſt ; for tho' he was good, juſt, and 

moderate, yet he liſtened ſo far to the 

ſuggeſtions of the wicked prieſt, who had 

the management of his finances, that he 

amaſs'd an immenſe treaſure at the ex- 

pence of his ſubjects. But providence did 

not ſuffer it to go into the hands of his 

ſon, for whom he deſigned it; but de- 

livered it up to the man of whom he 

had the greateſt diſtruſt, as I ſhall ſhew 

immediately. The — example, is that 

of Louis XII. who, warned by that _ 

_ choſe rather to leave his | 

purſes of his ſubjects; and his ſiicceſſor 

the advantage of finding therein a prodi- 

gious reſource, when his own and his chi 

dten's ranſoms were to be paid. Charlu 

And not the Vth's ſecond fault was in the want of 
= pe # * courage to take proper meaſures for k 

for re- ing the duke of Anjou at a diſtance. from 

moving the government, to which he aſpired with 

ee other” view — that of „ 9 | 
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when he leaves his heir under age: but, Letter 
on the other hand, how can we imagine XI. 


had made it a maxim of policy to heap 
up a treaſure, in order to Pr eſerve it for 
his ſon, could afterwards leave it at the 
diſpoſal of a ſtranger, whom he ought to 
have foreſeen, and did in reality foreſee, 
would diſſipate it, contenting himſelf witng 
the bare precaution of burying that tre? 
ſure? But theſe are ſome of thoſe blows 
of fate, which ſhew the inſufficiency of 
wy thing that can be called human pru- 

ence. fy 25090145 To. T3036 e 
The new king was not yet quite twelve 237, d. 
years old, and conſequently the new law Anjou 
concerning the majority, ſerved only to 4/5 
ſecure the regency the better: ſo the 0 — 
duke of Anjou, whoſe quality of the ei- 
deſt of the late king's brothers was ſuf- 
ficient to put him in poſſeſſion of it, did 
not delay taking it upon himſelf, without 
conſulting any body. He cauſed a report 
to be ſpread, that the king, in his laſt 
moments, had confirmed an antient.diſpo» 
ſition, which he had made in his fayour, on es i; 
that ſubject: but the dukes of Burgundy and ai pura 
Bourbon, who were in the late king's ſe- with him. 
cret, took ſuch proper meaſures, that the 
duke of Aujou, tho regent, found bim- 
ſelf without authority, However, rer 
ſolying to ſupport his attempt, he order d 
447 e 4 
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that ſo wiſe a prince as Charles was, who WNW 
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Letter the march of ſome troops which he had 
XI. made ſure of, and poſted them in the 
neighbourhood of Paris. His competiton 
did as much on their ſide; fo that a civil 

war was on the point of breaking out, 

when the magiſtrates of Paris, and the 

_ clergy then in that city, undertook. to re- 
concile them. For that purpoſe a grand 
council was aſſembled in the palace, com- 
poſed, according to the expreſſion of the 
great chronicle, of the prelates, barons, 

men of learning and experience that were 

then in Paris, and a few notables taken from 

among the preſidents of the chambers of 

the parliament ; before whom each party 
propoſed his reaſons. Thoſe of the duke 

of Anjou were ſet forth by Fohn des Maretæ, 
advocate general of the parliament; and 

thoſe of the princes by Peter dq Orgement, 

who was ſoon after made chancellor. The 
author of the life of Charles VI. tranſlated 

by M. le Laboureur, ſays, that the neceſ- 

ſity of the times did not permit the at- 

fairs to be treated according to all the 


rules; and makes no mention of a com- 
promiſe, which the other authors have 
given for certain, on the teſtimony of 
—.— des Urfins, and which carries 
but little probability in it: on the con- 
trary, he ſays, that every body acquieſced 
in the opinion of the advocate-general, 
which was to crown the king — 
<2, | wa 
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without amuſing themſclves in diſput · Letter 
ing the regency, which could not be va- XI. 
lidly conteſted | with the duke of Anjou; 
and that when the king ſhould be deem» 
ed veſted with all his power, the princes 
his uncles ſhould take the places and 
rank in the council which ought to be- 
long to them: the whole, without pre- 
judice to the late king's order, for the e- 
ducation of his children. The act of 
this reſolution, and the king's emancipa- 
tion, made by his guardian the duke of Te coun- 
Anjou, is dated the 2d of October 13 80, cil dds 
and . paſſed in parliament, in preſence of“ 
the duke of Anjou regent, the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy his brothers, and 
the duke of Bourbon, all uncles to the 
king; queen Blanche, the king's grand 
mother; the dutcheſs of Orleans; the 
count of Eu, and Charles of Artois his 
brother; the count of Tancarville ; the 
count of Harcourt, likewiſe uncle to the 
king by his- wife Catharine of Bourbon ; 
the count of Sancerre; the count of Breme, 
of the name of Rohan; the king of Na- 
varre's eldeſt ſon; the archbiſhops of 
Rouen, Rheims, and Sens; the biſhops of 
Laon, Beauvais, Agen, Paris, Langres, 
Bayeux, Therouanne, Evreux, Meaux, and 
Chartres, with ſeveral other barons and 
prelates, Obſerve three fingularities in 
this act: firſt, | the king's emancipation; 
ET EE which, 


// ⁰ e ß . .. 


* 


| 
106 LET T E RS ebe 
Letter which, conſequently, ſhews that ben Wl. 
1 ſubject to the laws as well as other peo 

WW ple, whatever modern writers ſay of the 
matter: 2, the precedency of che barem 
above the prelates ; and 3. the precedency 

of the four counts, gentlemen, before the 
king of Navarre's ſon, heir to a crown, 
and head of a branch of the houſe: of ce 
France. I might likewiſe obſerve, that the 
biſhops that were peers had no PRO 
rank in it. 1 40 
Charles I ſhall not ſtop here, cher to relate 
1 , What the duke of Anjou did duting the 
and con. Teſt of the month that he continued regent, 
voles che or to give you an account of the means by 
Hates. which he took away the late king's. trea · 
Leut. ſure; nor ſhall I enter into a detail of the 
ſeditions and popular tumults in 
place of the kingdom, to ſhake off the yoke 
of the impoſts they groaned under. The 
king was crowned the iſt of November 
following; but the ſeditions did not ceaſe 
until a declaration of the king and his 
g council was obtained for ſuppreſſing thoſe 
taxes. However, that declaration was-no 
ſooner granted, but the princes, who 
thought themſelves impoveriſhed by ſuch 
an caſineſs. in the king, made inlancs 

to the council, to get the impoſts re · eſta- 
bliſhed; and ſeveral negotiations were ſet 
on foot by them in the provinces, to pre- 


wr ap the people to ſubmit to no 
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that no methods could prevail upon them, XI. 
they perſuaded” the king to convoke the 
ſtates-general at Compeigne for the 15th ß 
April, 1382. The king, who was then pus 
really major according to the new law, the conti- 


ces and lords of his council. Arnaud de 


diſplayed his eloquence in it, and ſer fotth him. 
the juſtice of the demand, for continuing 
the war and the pay of the gendarmery. 
His firſt argument was, that the reigning 
king having the ſame dominions to de- 
fend, and the ſame enemies that his fa- 
ther had to deal with, the ſame afliſtance- 
could not be denied him. From this firſt 
ſitting they paſſed to the private negoti- 
Nations for gaining the deputies ; but all 
to little purpoſe: for their laſt an- 
ſwer was, that they were ſent by their 
conſtituents only to hear the king's inten- 
tion, and to make a report of it, without 
any further power. Nevertheleſs, moſt of 
them offered to .do their utmoſt for his 
ſatisſaction, and promiſed to bring back 
an anſwer within a certain time. Some of 
them, indeed, came; but it was only toaf- 
ſure the king, the princes, and the coun-- 
cil, that the people were reſolved rather 
to ſuffer themſelves to be cut to pieces, than 
conſent to the re-eſtabliſhment of the taxes 

| „ lately 


} 
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with a grace. Nevertheleſs, finding Letter 


opened the ſeſſion himſelf, with the prin- 7% —_ 


| | . which ts + 
Corbie, firſt preſident of the parliament, ,“ 


—— 
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Letter 
XI. 


mi brought back a conſent, - when the court 
bliſh the neceſſary offices, the 4 1 


The king 
re-eſta- 
Bliſbes 
them by 


force. | 


| when tired with the trade, they would be 


 thallI = of oy reſt of _ CIR 


this place; ſince it is ſufficient to know 


common ſtations of life, others, who ſuc- 
ceed them, will enſlave chem in their tun, 
according to the ſame example. A re- 


Fay 


LETTERSon . 


lately ſuppreſſed; and. in partic lar the | 
deputy for the province of Sens 


went to make uſe of it, in order to eſta- W-: 


up in arms; ſo that the court 
on it to be no rache time for preſlngthen 
any farther. 

The Flanders war, and che vidory 1 
iRoſebeque, ſerved very opporcunelyi: for 
the king and the princes made ſo great an 
advantage of it, that having entered Paris 
ſword in hand, and diſarmed the people, 
they made a terrible example of ſeverity, 
of which it is needleſs to give a detail in 


that the aids, and all the impoſts were re- 
eſtabliſhed by full royal authority, and that 
France was treated like a conquered coun- 
try: the army having ſerved, as they al- 
ways do, to ſubdue and enſlave the reſt of 


their fellow ſubjects, in hopes of ſome pre- 


ſent adavntage ; without conſidering that, 


glad to retire and ſit down in the uſual and 


ward as juſt as it is infallible, and which 
people never think of, What account 


n 
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reign? The king's youth paſſed away un- Letter 
der the guardianſhip of his uncles, and the XI. 
authority of his favourites; the middle SS 
and end of his life in fits of a violent fren- — 7. 
zy, which gave him no reſpite, unleſs to the kings 
leave him in a melancholy weakneſs of bo- m. 
dy and mind. Vou may then eaſily judge, 
that in ſuch circumſtances and diſpoſitions, 
the ſtrongeſt and the wickedeſt men had 
always the opportunity to rob him with 
impunity, to plunder the people, to grant 
favours to ſuch miſcreants as themſelves, 
to aſſaſſinate, poiſon, and cut off the in- 
nocent in what manner they pleaſed; in 
a word, to deſtroy and ruin every thing. 
Thus never had the ſtate been in fo violent 
and fo cruel a ſituation. The duke of 
Orleans, the king's own brother, and the 
conſtable de Ciiſſon, the firſt officer of the 
crown, were murdered with impunity in 
Paris, and. almoſt under the eye of the 
king himfelf ; two dauphins were ſucceſ- 
ſively poiſoned, and the third diſinherited 
by a declaration confirmed by an arret; 
the king of England received and crowned 
in Paris; all good Frenchmen maſſacred, 
baniſhed, and _—_— of- their eſtates. 
Such was the deplorable condition 'to 
which private intereſt had reduced this fine 
kingdom in a few years. en 
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Letter Nevertheleſs, in the midſt of fo many 
XI. diſaſters, vices, - and corruptions, ſome 
＋Uſulutary ordinances were made now and 
8 then; though perhaps the good of the 
had of ſtate was the leaſt of the motives of thoſe 
juſtice who propoſed them. Of this number 
for regu vas that of the twenty-fixth of December, 
_ 1407, ſoon after the death of the dyke 
gt of Orleans, which was made in order to 

ſettle definitively the affair of regencies, 
In that ordinance, Charles VI. orders that 
wardſhip, nouriſhment, and affairs. 
kings under fourteen years of age, . ſhall 
be committed to the queens their mothers, 
if living, and to the neareſt of the lineage 
and royal blood of France, who ſhall 
then be aſſiſted by the conſtable, the 
chancellor, and the wiſe men of the de- 
ceaſed king's council. We ſee very well 
that this law was made in favour of queen 
T/abella of Bavaria, whd havin g a great 
many young children, and a husband 
whoſe health was very much impaired, 
flattered herſelf with the hopes of ſoon 
having the whole authority in her own 
hands by his death. This a& contains, 
that it was read and publiſhed in parlia- 
ment, the king holding his Sed of zuftice; | 
preſent the king of Sicily, the dukes of 
Guienne, Berry, Bourbon, and Bavaria; 
the counts of Mortain, Nevers, Alengon, 
1 Clermont, Vendeſme, St. Pol, * 
| r 3 
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gan; the biſhops of Auxerre, Angers, Eu- 
ber of abbots and churchmen; the grand 
ſidents in the parliament ; ſeveral cham- 


berlains ; a great number of knights, and 
other nobles ; counſellors both of the great 


ber of accounts,” the requeſts, the Hotel 
of enqueſtes, and requeſts of the palace, 
the aids and the treaſury ; and other of- 
ficers and lawyers, and a great multitude 
| of other perſons. | 


tings on every occaſion : nevertheleſs, I 


of the rank due to every member of the 
the one hand, the confuſion which 


uſurpation of the magiſtracy on the prece- 
dency of the noblefſe, proceeds but from 
the negle& of giving due attention to paſt 
examples. Now it is certain, that we find 
no bed of juſtice; in which the ranks are ſo 
F plainly 


and ſeveral counts, barons, 4 and lords of Letter 
the royal blood; and others; the conſtable; XI. 

the chancellor, who is mentioned in this. 
act; the archbiſhops of Sens and Beſan 


reux, Poitiers, Gap; with a great num- 


maſter of the houſhold, who was Fobx ; 
de Montaign; the firſt, and the other pre- 


council and the parliament, of the cham 


| You may perhaps be tired: with my per- The au- 
petual repetitions of the order of the ſit- Hor re- 
ect ions 
think it ſo much the more neceſſary, that rf 
without it there is no forming a juſt idea hit n 


ſtate. It even evidently appears, that, on. 
reigns at preſent, and on the other, the 
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Letter plainly expreſſed, and ſo juſtly diſtributed 
XI. as in this; and, conſequently, that there 
VV 1s not any one that can more properly ſene 

as a rule, We may obſerve in it, I. 


— er EO Ire 
— 22 9 — - 
— — y 


— — 2 — SS > ee 


ed mankind in all ages, 5. That after 
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That the princes and the high ne/e/e hold 
their natural rank above the clergy; and 
that is generally ſeen in all the acts of this 
reign, and in ſome of thoſe made in the 
latter. 2. That the lords of the; royal 
blood, who were not chiefs of branches 
are confounded ' with the high nobleſe, 
counts, barons, and other lords: a cuſtom 
which has changed fince. The change be- 
gan immediately after the extinction of ſo 


many collateral branches, when Henry 


III. and the ſtates held at Blois in 1576, 
ſaw the danger the crown was in of being 
invaded by foreigners: but of which it 


may be ſaid, that the haughtineſs and the 
diſtinctions practiſed in our days, are not 


juſt conſequences. 3. That the firſt and 
the other preſidents of the parliament hold 
their rank after the eccleſiaſticks, and by 


themſelves, without mixing with the 1 


bleſſe. 4. That the king's chamberlains, 


who were properly the nurſery of favov- 


rites, take place next with the knights and 
nobleſſe of the ſecond order; which does 
not ſignify an inferiority of birth and ori 
gin, but rather that of riches, poſſeſſions, 
or employments, which have diſtinguiſh- 


them 


them come the counſellors of all the diffe. Letter 


rank for the ennobled, though there was 

then a vaſt number of them who had pur- 

chaſed that privilege with their money. 

Charles V. in particular had communi- 

cated it to ſeveral inferior officers of his 

houſhold, and of the courts of judicature: 

for in thoſe days, neither the poſt of chan- 

cellor, nor preſident, were deemed capa- 

ble of conferring nobility: and we have 

ſill in the regiſters the ennoblements of 

the famous cardinal de la Foreſt, William 

de Dormans, and Arnaud de Corbie, chan- 

celiors ; of Simon de Bury, firſt preſident, 

of the Braques, the Dauvets, and ſeveral 

others: but we ſee in this place another a- 

buſe in the perſon of the high ſteward of 

the houſhold, a man of the meaneſt ex. 

traction, whom fortune raiſed to the rank 

of a great officer of the crown, ö 
After the peace of Bourges, or Auxerre, Theking 

the king, being come back to Paris, quite convokes 


deſtitute of money through the expences ali 
of the war, in which the duke of Bur- Ie 


the duke of Berry, and the houſe of Or- =_ 1 
lion from the Engliſh, which was to be raxes. 
conducted by the duke of Charente, go ʒ⅛& 
vernor, of Guienne. The dread of that 
Vol. II, JE 
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rent tr ibunals, whodid not yet pretend to XI. 3 
the precedency. We do not find here any . 


the flates= 


gundy had ingaged him, againſt his uncle g the 


kans, had notice of an approaching inva- r new 


* 
. 
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Letter war, which had not yet broke out, though 
XI. it was apprehended ever- ſince the begin- 
ning of this reign, ſerved as a pretext to 
convoke the ſtates-general, the end of 
which was to make the people conſent to 
ſuffer new impoſitions. The reſolution 
for forming this aſſembly was no ſooner 
taken, than that, according to the French 
cuſtom, they would have had it begun, 
and in way of being concluded; ſo much 
fucceſs did they promiſe themſelves from 
the ſtrength of the arguments they were to 
make uſe of in order to perſuade the depu- 
ties. Couriers were diſpatched to all the pro- 
vinces and head places of bailiwicks, with 
preſſing orders to chuſe their deputies: but 
notwithſtanding all their diligence, the af- 
ſembly was not opened till the 3oth of 
January, 1412-13, in the Hotel of $t, 
Paul, in the gallery of the palace; the 
hall being thought too little to contain ſo 
great q multitude. It is pity that the de- 
tail ofthe ranks, and the form of the de- 
liberations, have not been preſerved by the 
anonymous writer who gives the accouft 
| ___ of that aſſembly. All we can learn from 
Reprea him, is, that it was opened in preſence of 
ſentations the king and all the princes, except the 
made in duke of Berry, who was then very ill, by 
it for the n | 
tins, Jobn de Neſte chancellor of Guienne, who 
| in his ſpeech exaggerated the advantages 
of the new peace, the generous Wr 
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of the king, who expoſed his perſon, and Letter 
put himſelf to an extreme expence in or- XI. 
der to procure it. He ſpoke of the war W 
with which the Engliſb threatened France, 
and the ſhame of not making an effort in 

order to repulſe ſo inveterate an enemy; 

and concluded with telling them, that all 

the former expences were nothing in com- 

pariſon to thoſe required at preſent ; the 
neceſſity of which, as well as the eſtimate 

of the ſum, the king left to their conſide- 

ration ; wherefore the king allowed them - 

ſix days to deliberate. The expreſſions in  - ' 

this ſpeech were ſo haughty and ſo ill-cho- 

ſen for reconciling people's minds, that it 
immediately diſguſted every body: never- 

theleſs, the aſſembly met at St. Paul's on 

the appointed day. The deputy of Rheims Fur the 
ſpoke the firſt, with a much more becom- province 
ing eloquence : after diſplaying his rheto- 8 
rick in encomiums on the king, and the a 
princes, for concluding the peace, he gave 

as great praiſe to the zeal and fidelity of 

the people, who had ſuſtained inſuppor- 

table charges for ſo many years; he con- 

jured the king, by his natural benignity, 

and tenderneſs for his ſubjects, to have 
compaſſion on the common miſery, and 

believe that the province he ſpoke for, was 
unable to furniſh the leaſt ſum of money. 
The deputy of Rowen made another ſpeech 
as moving, and concluded it by demon- 
12 ſtrating 


For that 
of Rouen 
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Letter ſtrating that it was no difficult matter to 


XI. 


— ating ple. But the next day the abbot du Mo 


Fr the 


univerſiy bruary the univerſity of Paris deputed B. 


of Paris. edit Gentier, one of their doctors, to 


ing too openly pointed at the duke of 


iünſatiable avarice, their rigour, their ro- 


ariſing from thence would ſuffice for all 


provoſt of the merchants: his charge was 
violently to attack the financiers, and he 
ſaid part of what was neceſſary: but it 


prejudice his family and himſelf; howe- 


[45,3 
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find out other reſources for eaſing the peo. 


tier St. John, deputy of Burgundy, ſpoke 
with more boldneſs againſt the collecton 
of the former impoſts, and the managen 
of the king's finances, and was liſtened to 
with extreme attention : he deſcribed their 


guery, and the wicked methods they made 
uſe of for plundering the king's ſubjects 
or diverting the ordinary courſe of the 
ſums which ougłbt to come into the king's 
coffers : he prove d with the fame evidence, 
that the king had a right to take back 
what they had diverted and embezzled to 
their own profit; ſhewing that the ſums 


the neceſſary expences. The gth of F. 


ſpeak for them : he was a religious of the 
abby of St. Denis, and brother to the 


appeared that he was afraid of giving any 
noted and unprofitable offence to great 
men in power, whoſe vengeance might 


ver, he could not avoid the blame of ha- 


2 = Go _ EY © Ep” Ry = Y 1 r dt. r * 


Burgundy, 


Antient Parliaments of FRance. 117 
Burgundy, in ſpeaking of the violences Letter 
committed, The deputies of Sens and XI. 
Bourges, who ſpoke next, alſo concluded N 
in conjuring the king to be merciful, and os _ 
ſpare a wretched people. The princes ꝙ Sens 
had already taken their reſolution on the and 
inutility of this convocation : wherefore Bourges. 
they ordered the chancellor of France to 

tell the aſſembly, that the king, being 

touched with the repreſentations made to 

him by the deputies of the ſtates, conſent- 

ed to grant them the repoſe they de- 
manded, and would cauſe his letters-pa- 

tents to be diſpatched on that head, which 

ſhould be ſent to them at their reſpective 

piaces of abode, whither he ordered them 

to repair, 12 5 
In this manner was that great aſſembly The af - 
diſtniſſed, to the little fatisfaCtion of afl % t 
parties: but its diſſolution was haſtened : 
the more, becauſe the miniſters apprehend. 

ed that animoſities would ſucceed to com- 

plaints; and that the ſtates in a body 

might demand their puniſhment. They 

then thought they had laid the ſtorm by 
ſending back thoſe poor deputies, who 

were in haſte to return home, in order to 

ſpare charges: but another ſtorm was ga- 

thering, which it was not in their power 

to avert, The univerſity of Paris, diſ- 

ſatisfied with their firſt orator, ardently 

ſued for a new audience of the king; 

= c  -_ 
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Letter which the miniſters dared not to 1 
XI. a Carmelite friar was their ſpeaker this 
wy hos who ſpoke with more heat than ge- 
neroſity, though the duke of Burgundy 

was preſent; and concluded by demand- 

ing that the remonſtrances of the univer- 

ſity might be heard; which being granted, 

the rector cauſed a memorial to be read, 

the ſubſtance of which Ie Laboureur's ano- 
nymous author has preſerved, and from 

: whence we learn ſeveral important facts. 
ObJerva- The firſt I remark as neceſſary to our 


lions on 4 ſubject, is that the magnificent expence of 
| —.— 5 Charles the fifth's houſhold, of the queen, 
7aihe king and the children of France, was fixed at 
by the 94,000 gold francs of 63 to the mark, 
Par ly which made about 1500 marks; and that 
„arts. 450,000 of thoſe francs had been expend- 
ed for the houſhold of Charles VI, amount- 
ing to 7000 marks of gold; a prodigious 
ſum! which was nevertheleſs ſo embez- 

zled by his officers, that his ſubjects had 

the mortification to ſee both him, the 
queen, the duke of Guzenne his eldeſt fon, 

and his other children, in want of neceſ- 

faries. The ſecond concerns the detail of 

the violence and extortions practiſed by 

the king's officers; among whom the 
chancellor Arnaud de Corbie, Raimond 
Raguier, Jobn Pidoc, Poupart, William 
Prude, the fire of Fontenay, Peter and 
wn "y des —_— the firſt 25 whom 


way 
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was provoſt of Paris, are named, with a Letter 
great many more, whoſe families are little XI. 
known at preſent, as well on account of 
the change of name which ſome of them 
affected, as becauſe of the uſual diſguiſe in 

France, where, for a long time paſt, fa- 

milies are generally more known by the 

name of their lands or poſſeſſions. The 

reſt of that piece contains a great number 

of remarkable facts for comparing the 

cuſtoms of the times: but as a detail of 

them would be too long, I ſhall content 

myſelf with obſerving, that the conclu- 

ſion of this aſſembly invincibly demon- 
ſtrates the right of the ſtates- general con- 
cerning the impoſts; but that the terms 

made uſe of by the deputies, viz. thoſe 

of demanding the compaſſion and mercy of 

the prince, of having recourſe to his juſtice 

and benignity, ſo weakened it, that ſoon 

after ſome people dared to ſuſtain, that 

the ſtates had no other right than that of * 
making moſt humble remonſtrances, and 1 
that it was in the king's power to ſhew 

what regard he pleaſed to them. We may 

likewiſe obſerve the manner in which the 

ſpeeches of the deputies are related: for 

the abbot du Moutier St. Fobn, though e- 

vidently of the body of the clergy, is only 

called deputy for the province of Bur- 

gundy; from whence we muſt infer that 

the deputations were then made by pro- 

l eee vinces, 
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Letter vinces, and not in three diſtinct chambers 

XI. for the three repreſentative bodies of the 

WYV clergy, . and the third eſtate: a 

cuſtom much more proper for diſcuſſing 

affairs, and forming the moſt uſeful teſo- 

lations, and conſequently more ſuitable to 

publick and private good; and which ay 

ſuch was preſerved a long time, for it was 

ſtill exiſting and practiſed with a | high 

hand, in the aſſembly held at Tours in the 
T e 

Eget of Moreover, I muſt not forget to tell you, 

oe aher that the juſt repreſentations of the ſtates I 

3 am ſpeaking of, and much more thoſe of 

the king. the univerſity, which gave room to appre- 

hend an inſurrection in Paris, prevailed 

upon the court to turn out the officers and 

financiers, againſt whom complaints were 

made, except the chancellor, who was 

kept in his poſt in conſideration of his 

great age and long ſervices: and, in fine, 

that commiſſioners were choſen out of the 

body of the ſtates, though without their 

participation, in order to labour ſerioufly 

towards the deſired reformation. The 

commiſſioners, who after wards neglected 

their functions, were of the order of the 

clergy, the biſhop of Tournay, the abbot 

au Moutier St. Fobn, the king's almoner, 

and his confeſſor; of the nobleſſe, the lords 

of Offemont, Mouy, Souecourt, Marn, 

and the Vidame of Amiens; 9 


- 
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third eſtate, two counſellors of the par- Letter 
lament, named Petit Seine & Longueil, XI. 
Peter Cauchon, a member of the univer - 
ſity, who became biſhop of Beauvais, 
and more famous for having proſecuted 
the * Maid of Orleans under the domini- 
on of the Engliſh; and Jobn de VOlive, 
an alderman of the city of Paris. Thoſe 
diſpoſitions, which appeared the fineſt in 
the world, nevertheleſs came to nothing; 
becauſe ſedition began afreſh, with as 
much, or rather more, violence than ever, 
through the imprudence and cruelty of the 
princes who gave riſe to them. | 
The then reigning king of England, be- 73, due 
ing young, ambitious, and full of courage, gf Bur- 


but on the other hand not very well ſet-'gundy__ 


tled in the throne, to which he had not- ggf 


the leaſt right, thought that the moſt pro- England 
per method to maintain himſelf in it was gin the 
to take advantage of the diſpoſition of his din. 

people, and employ them in a war againſt 

France. Happily for him, and unfortu- 

nately for this kingdom, the duke of Bur- 


gundy was then in the king's diſgrace, 


which prevailed upon him to ſeek the aſ- 

ſiſtance of England, with whom he began 

to treat in the year 14 14, yet without any 

concluſion until the month of Auguſt 141 7 BY 
Joanne d'Arc, Pucelle d Orleans, who turned 

the ſeale againſt the Engliſh in Franee. 

1 9 
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treaiy. 
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when he made a firſt treaty of truce, not- 
withſtanding the reſentment which he 
feigned for the death of his brothers kil- 
led at Agincourt in 1415, and for the great 
wound which France received in that battle, 
no leſs fatal to her than thoſe of Creſy 
and Poitiers. After the treaty, the king 
of England and the duke having had a 
conference together, the latter filled up 
the meaſure of his iniquity by an act which 
remained concealed till this century, when 
it was brought to light by the publication 
of the charters of the kingdom of Eng land. 


That prince ſets forth in the ſaid act, that 


having till then miſunderſtood, and be- 


ing ignorant of the king of England's true 


right to the crown of France, for want of 
good information on that head, he de- 
clares, that having taken cognizance of it, 
he acknowledges it to be juſt and ſegiti- 


mate; promiſes and obliges himſelf to 


make a mortal war againſt Charles, who 
ſtiles himſelf king of France, and his ſon 


(at that time the dauphin Charles, aftet- 


wards the ſeventh king of that name, cal- 


led from Touraine before the death of his 


brothers) ſubmits himſelf to perform liege 


for the greater advantage of both: in fine, 


homage to the ſaid king as ſoon as he ſhall 
be in poſſeſſion of the kingdom, or part 
of it; acknowledging that tho' that ho- 
mage was then due, it had been delayed 


he 


» 
® 
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he declares, that if hereafter he ſhould be Letter 
obliged to make any treaty, alliance, or XI. 
conventions with the adverſary of France, WWW 
or his ſon, it ſhall ſill be without any : 
prejudice to the preſent acknowledgment, + | 
the execution of which he will fulfil on 
the loyalty of his body, and upon the faith, 
and word of a prince. Written and ſigned. . 
with his own hand, and ſealed with his 
privy ſeal, -at Calais, in the month of Oc- 
tober? the year is in blank. That piece 
is not quite foreign to our ſubject, tho 
it ſhould be of no further ſervice than to 
ſhew us the character of the prince who 
diſturbed France in ſo horrid a manner, 
from the year 1404, to the 10th of Sep- 
tember 14 19, when the dauphin's miniſters 
got rid of him by an aſſaſſination on the 
bridge of Montereau, The conſequence 
of this treaty was a formal invaſion of 
France by the king of England; who, ha- 
ving entered Normandy, conquered that 
province foot by foot, and by his league 
with the Burgundians, came at laſt to be 
acknowledged regent of the kingdom, and 
ſucceſſor to the crown of France, as it is 
ſtipulated by the treaty of Troyes of the 
12th of May 1418, to the excliſion of 
the dauphin, who was declared unworthy, 
and fallen from the ſucceſſion, ang after- 
wards condemned to baniſhment by an 


#rr#4 of the month of Fanuary following. 


EC ⁰ U 0G ͥò¹sß .. Ris. Mt AS - A. cY 1 


"73 we * 


2 4 . 
Letter 


XI. 


_ LEETERS wits: - 
on the purſuit of Nicolas Raulin, aſtet · 


wards the famous chancellot of Bur- 
undy. + 


The kings A little before this horrid condemna- 


ef France 
and Eng- 
land con- 
woke an 


aſſembly. 


tion, which will be an eternal ſtigma on 
the parliament, theſe two kings of France 
and England had called the ſtates-general 
of the provinces under their ſubjection; for 


half the kingdom held for the dauphin, 


beſides ſeveral places ſtill in his hands in 
the iſle of France, Picardy, Normandy, 
Anjou, &c. The aſſembly was opened in 
the hall of the Hotel St. Paul, on the 6th 


of December 1420, in preſence of the two 


kings, with a ſpeech made by John le Clerc, 


a violent partiſan for the faction of Bur- 
gundy; in which, after deploring the maſ- 


facre of duke Fobn, he ſhewed the adyan- 


tage of the treaty of Troyes, and the good 


fortune which had followed the union of 


the two kings, in the conqueſt of different 


places ; and concluded, by demanding an 
aid for continuing the war againſt the dau · 
phin : he likewiſe remonſtrated that the 
coins were conſiderably weakened fince the 


misfortune of the civil wars, which could 


not fail to cauſe a great diſadvantage to 


the publick, if the ſtates did not ſpeedily 


regard to the impoſition he wanted to 


make a ſufficient order for reſtoring them 
to the value. In fact, the king of Eng- 
land had already formed his ſcheme in 
lay 
and 
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to the mint a certain quantity of filver in 
| marks, to be there converted into ſpecie, 
and the price paid at the rate of ſeven li- 
vres the mark, inſtead of eight, which 
was the common value of it: ſo that 
by this means he promiſed himſelf a real 
profit of one eighth of all that ſhould be 
brought to the mint, and that was his 
view of making his orator ſpeak of the 
lowneſs of the coin. The deputies of the 
ſtates having heard the propoſition, reti- 
red from the preſence of the kings, only 
for form-ſake, that it might appear they 
had put ſomething under debate ; after 
which, having reſumed their ſeats, they 
made anſwer by one of their members, that 
they were ready to do whatever the king and 
his council pleaſed to order; avoiding to 
enter into any detail. Upon this, letters 
patents were immediately expedited in the 
name of king Charles, with the advice of 
his dear ſon the king of England, regent 

and heir of France, containing, that ac- 
cording to the reſolution of the three e- 
ſtates, an impoſition of a certain quan- 
tity of filver marks ſhould be laid in all 
the good ſubſtantial towns, upon perſons in 
eaſy circumſtances, and others, of whatever 
condition they might be ; which ſhould be 


carried 


and was reſolved to take it out of the coin, Letter 
by obliging all perſons in eaſy -circum- Xl. 
ſtances, of what condition ſoever, to bring WWW = 


Letter 


| : 
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carried to the mint, and paid in ſpecie at 


XI. the rate of ſeven livres the mafk : this, at. 
WV cording to. the teſtimony of Juvenal dei 


Urfins, was a very heavy taille; againſt 
which, however, there was no oppoſition 


made; fo efficacious are feat and force, 


| Nevertheleſs, they did not ſtop thete; 
for under colour that this tax, made by 


way of lan, had been of no other ſer- 
vice than reſtoring the coin to its true va- 
lue, a new ordinance was publiſhed the 


Means 
made uf 
of by the 
Y bin 
For main- 
taining 
the wa 


2 Iſt of April following, for rexeſtabliſh- | 
ing the aid, as if it had been a conſequence 


of the deliberation of the ſtates. 
In the mean time, the dauphin, who on 
his ſide had aſſumed the title and quality 
of regent of the kingdom, from the 24th 
of June 1418, not only without the in- 
ſtitution of the ſtates or the parliament, but 


even againſt the declared will of his father, 


was himſelf in poſſeſſion of the provinces 


on the other ſide of the Loire, and his cap- 


_ | rains held ſeveral places on this ſide of that 


the defenſive. The arrét iflued againſt 
him by the parliament of Paris, occa- 


river, where the war was maintained on 


ſioned his publiſhing an ordinance, where- 
by he broke that tribunal, and likewiſe 
the univerſity, and ordered for the future 


both ſhould be held at Poitiers : ſuppoſing 


that neither of them could be free in 


b, 


a rebel city, ſubje& to the antient W 
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neceſſary expences. Nevertheleſs, his mi- 
niſters prevailed upon him to make uſe of 
a method, which preſerved him in the ſe- 
quel ; whereas, in any other circumſtances 
but his, it is the infallible ruin of a ſtate: 
this was to weaken the coin, by which the 
value of the filver mark was raiſed from 


Paris paſſed for ſeven, or ſeven and a half; 
ſo that the profit on bringing good ſpecie 
into the dauphin's provinces, prevailed up- 
on all the merchants to go thither : and this 
is what the king of England, in the name 
of Charles VI. bitterly complains of, in 
ſeveral declarations which have been hand- 
ed down to us; and, amongſt others, in 


uſe of great frauds, male-praQtices, and 
deceits, with an intent to draw the good 
coin to themſelves. As to the reſt, le Blanc 


that the dauphin not only augmented and 
ninety livres, and the mark of gold to 


3713 but that in converting them into 
ſpecie, he raiſed them to ſo great a value, 


of France, On the other hand, he did Letter 

all that lay in his power to ſupport him- X. 
ſelf; but his revenues were ſo ſhort, that 
he could ſcarce find wherewithal for his 


nine to ninety Iiuvres, while the coin of 


that of the 8th of October 1421, where 
he ſets forth that he, who calls himſelf _ 
dauphin, and thoſe of his party, make 


has ſhewn in his treatiſe on that ſubject, 


carried the price of the mark of filver to 


that 


M1] 
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Letter that 1 made 270 liures profit on the fl. 
XI. ver, and 2 570 on the gold mark; Which 
YN in ſome meaſure is incredible, And thy, 
+ without doubt, is the reaſon, that the ge. 
neral farms of the dauphin's mints, vz. 
Jours, Chinon, Angers, Poitiers, \Rochel, 
Limoges, St. Pourcain, Lyons, Bourges 
Guiſe, St. Andreu, Beaucaire, Montpel- 
lier, Toulouze, le Pont St. Eſprit, Cremuey, 
Romans, Mirabel, Sens, Mouſon, and Vil 
te Franche de Rowerque, adjudged the 8th 
of October 14.19, for one year, amounted 
to 2,160,000 livres ; while the farm of 
the mints under the king's obedience, viz, 
Paris, Tournay, St. Quinting, Obaln, 
Troyes, Magon, Nevers, and. Auxerre, ad- 
judged the 1oth of Auguſt 1420, for the 
half year, amounted to no more than 
600, oo 1 including th * of 7 

which 1s pecified ed in it. Such was 
ene miſerable ſituation and doleful — of the 
tings. kingdom, when the Exgliſt monarch was 

1 of a ſudden taken ill of a fiſtula and the | 

gangrene, which carried him off the 30 I 
of Auguſt 14223 leaving a ſon about ayer 
old, ſucceſſor to two kingdoms, under 
the guardianſhip. of his paternal uncks. 
The unfortunate Charles vi, did not ſut- 
vive him two months, dying the abe . 
October eee t t nich 


| 15. 


= 
\ 


Autient Parliaments of France; 129 


vith ſome reflections on the antient treaty XI. 
ledged the king of England for his general Vi zr, 
heir; particularly in fegard to the articles ,,,, 
which ſtipulace the liberty of the ſubject; 5 ou 
the rights of the ſtates, the adminiſtration n. 
of juſtice, and the preſetvation of the par- 
liament: but as we cannot draw any right 
from an act which, on the other hand, 
violated the fundamental laws of our con- 
ſtitution, I think it more proper to go on to 
the reign of Charles VII. in order to ſnew, 
at the end of fo deplorable a picture, the 
moſt finiſhed model of government, in 
the perſon of a king to whoſe memory but 
little juſtice is generally done; becauſe, as 
we are always Frenchmen, that is to ſay, 
always giddy-headed and charmed, or ra- 
ther dazzled with the brilliant qualities of 
princes, we ſeldom give any attention to 
thoſe who are the moſt uſeful tous. Huma- 75%, 
nity, moderation, juſtice, labour, economy, prince's 
application, joined to true valour, were character 
the qualities acknowledged in the perſon 
of Charles VII. Indeed he had the ble- 
miſh of ſuffering himſelf to be governed 
by favourites in his youth, and by a miſtreſs 
in a more advanced age: however, that 
flexibility in him is not without its excuſe, 
if we conſider, that having been deprived 
of education, and moſt cruelly uſed by all 
Vol. II. V 
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1 might have lengthened my remarks Letter 


of Troyes, by which that prince acknow- Www 
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Letter his relations in the ſequel of his life; the 
XI. natural mildneſs of his temper, which i 
GYV clined him to friendſhip, rendered him 
more eaſy to be deceived by thoſe wh 
expreſſed an attachment for him which he 
might look upon as perſonal. But in the 
main, it is certain that this prince nevet 
wanted either diſcernment to know the 
demerits of his favourites, or reſolution to 
ſacrifice his own ſentiments, when be 
thought the publick good required it, 
Such, for example, was the violence he 
did himſelf in removing Tanneguy du Chis 
iel, charged with the murder of the duke Wu: 
of Burgundy, who had ſaved his life in iht 
ſurprize at Paris, in the year 1418. He 
received in his place, from the hands. « 
the conſtable de Richemont, the lord of 
Giac, to govern his houſhold towards ie 
end of the year 1424 and ſuffered the 
= puniſhment which the conſtable inflicted Ti 
= on that lord two years after, tho' witha 
=_ reſentment ſuitable to the haughty and 
| F EE diſreſpectful manner, in which that i- 
| = ficer of the crown went about it. Much 
= the ſame was it with one Camus de Beau 
1 lieu, whom the king's favour had in three 01 
months made forget the conſidecation{and 
reſpect due to the great lords of the king: {iu 

dom. But the conſtable did much worls, 
when he obliged the king to take the lotd 
. Tromouille 1 into favour, and 55 ; 
p n i 
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him with his domeſtick finances: and it Letter 
is on this occaſion that hiſtory makes a NI. 
remark, which ſhews us how much the 
king was ſuperior in diſcernment to the 

man who tyrannized over him, under the 

pretence pf the good of his ſervice ; ſince it 

tells us, that when he accepted Trimouille, 

he faid to the conſtable, Fair cbuſin, you 

give him to me, but you'll repent it; for I : 
know him better than you do. In fact, no 

miniſter ever behaved ſo violently as the 
lord de la Trimouille did, or ever expreſ— 

ſed ſo much ingratitude to his benefactor; 

until he was puniſhed in 143 2, by a me- 

Wthod + which removed him from the 


king's preſence during the reſt of his . 
life. | At en FE | | | 
arch, then thirty years old, ſenſible, at':achment . 


laſt, that kings can hardly admit favou- Agnes 
rites without making male · contents, and 
onſequently without expoſing their own. _— 
authority and their fortune, eſpecially in 938 
imes of diſgrace and trouble. However, —— 
ot being able to conſtrain his character 

nough to be without the amuſements of 

ove, he took a miſtreſs called the fair Ag- 
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the recovery of France. Nevertheleſ, 2 
that prince ſeemed to have been born 1 


jealouſy, of which we have very few en. 
amples, envied the king his father the plea 
ſure of ſuch an amuſement: and yet tha 


His vin- 

dication 
from de 

bauchery, 


upon as an original piece, and void of:fub 
picion. Now it ſeems that nothing l 


the riches of the ſtate, as well as of pri- 
vate fortunes, according to theit captice; 


peerage itſelf, by heaping them on their 
relations, and thoſe who had moſt affidu. 


tion father Daniel, in tolerably well de- 


74 
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elevation of mind, as perſuade; us that de 
are in a great meaſure indebted to her for 


meet with contradiction, his beloved mi. 
ſtreſs was poiſoned, and that too by hi 
own ſon; who, through a malignity and 


was not one of thoſe monſtrous times is 
which miſtreſſes were ſeen. to diſpoſe: df 


and wantonly diſtribute governments, em- 
ployments, great dignities, and even tir 


ouſly ſerved them in order to obtain tboſ 
favours. I know not upon what founda 


fending the memory of this prince againſt 
modern injuſtice, affects to leave him the, 
ſtain of debauchery, againſt the teſtimony 
of cotemporary hiſtorians, and againſtbe 
very expreſſion of the picture we fin 
drawn of him at the head of Godefre) 


more diſtant from the character givon = 


O'S » 
than that paſſion for debauchery, -witl i 
>. ; 0 
* 2 » #T which 
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che VIIth is drawn in the place I have 
mentioned as a very ſerious man, taken up i 
with his duties, an enemy to pomp and 
oſtentation, ſpeaking little, and ſo far 
from being addicted to the pleaſures and 
diverſions, of which people have the idea at 
preſent, that he always eat alone, out of 
ſight of his courtiers, and during his meals 
ſome uſeful lectures, or diſcourſes on the 
hiſtory of the former reigns, were read to 
him. We moreover ſee in it, that this 
prince roſe early, and employed the whole 
day in the affairs of the government; re- 
ſerving but a part of every Thurſday for 
his recreation. Other hiſtorians tell us, 
that when he wanted relaxation from bu- 
ſineſs, he went into the queen's apart- 
ment, where the company of the ladies, 
and ſometimes that of the fair Agnes, a- 
muſed him a 'few moments. But can this 
be given out for a debauched life, or even 


by Agnes, who were brought up far from 
the court, he married but one in his life 
time, to Oliver de Cotivi, ſeneſchal of 
Guyenne, to whom he gave 12,000 crowns 
for her portion, with a ſtipulation, that 
it was as a reward for the ſervices of the late 
K3 Tan- 
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which father Daniel charges him. Charles Letter 


for an irregular paſſion, ſince he conceal- _ 

ed the fruits of that only love-intrigue he. .... 
ever had, with ſo much precaution and 
modeſty, that of three daughters he had 


| 
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Letter Tanneguy du Chadtel, uncle to the future \ 
XI. husband? The examples of the following 
V ereigns are, indeed, fo different from what 
we are ſpeaking of, both as to the number 
and ſcandal of miſtreſſes, and the effech 

of their intrigues, that father Daniel muſt 
certainly have very ſuperficially conſidet. 

ed the matter, when he thought the 

glory of Charles VII. tarniſhed by ſo flight 

a fault. As to the weakneſs which this 
nt Prince is accuſed of, it ſeems to me an. 
weakneſs, other injuſtice done him in that, article; 
ſince thoſe who accuſe him, neglect the 
conſideration and circumſtances of the a. 
fairs he was engaged in. The rigidneſs and 

| havghtineſs of the conſtable de Richemont 

were certainly very oppoſite to the mild. 

neſs and modeſty of his character; but he 

was obliged either to bear with them, or 

loſe the hopes of regaining his kingdom; 
and we know how much the miſunder- 
ſtanding fomented between them for ſeve- 

ral years together, by the lord ge la Tri. 
mouille, under a' pretext of maintaining 

the king's authority, was prejudicial to his 
cauſe. Moreover, the portrait of bim 
which I have already cited, preciſely ſhews, 

that Charles the VIIth pardoned. freely 

and generouſly, but that his friendſhip and 
confidence once wounded were never IK 
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What ſhall I fay farther in regard to the Letter 


k adminiſtration of juſtice in general; the XI. 
at particular order he eſtabliſhed concerning > 
or the ſoldiery, as well for their ſervice as for omg; oY 
I their regular pay; the choice of their of- ,9mini- 
Nt ficers of all degrees; the firmneſs with /ration. 

1 which he ſuppteſſed the motions of ſome 

e rebels, and prevented the efforts of the e- 

bt vil defigns of his fon and the duke of A. 


lencon ; the happineſs of his people, whom 


ls | 

* he enriched before his death, having con- 
" ſtantly protected them againſt the oppreſ- 
a ſion of the wicked, but ſtill without pul- 
. ling down the nobility, as ſome princes 
d did afterwards ? Can we diſcover in this re- 
f cital the character of a weak unintelligent 


prince? or rather ſhall we not acknow- 

ledge that our taſte muſt be entirely cor- 

rupted, if we prefer: the vanity of ſome 

of his ſucceſſors to virtues ſo great, and at 

the ſame time ſo uſeful to a whole ſtate? 

Father Daniel further treats as a weakneſs, Charles 

and even as a diſorder of the brain, to VII. a- 

which ſome princes of the houſe of Valbis — 

were indeed ſubje&, the caprice to which 4% 

the cauſe of his death is generally attributed; having 

vir. to an unreaſonable fear of being poi- been the 
foned ; in conſequence of which be 779.529 | 

deprived himſelf of all manner of nouriſh- arb. 

ment for ſeveral days together: ſo that 

when he would have taken to it again, na- 

ture being too much weakened, could not 


ſ 


JW * w2 Py ay 


136 LETTERS on be 

Letter exerciſe its functions. But may it.:not be 

XI. ſaid that this author has given too much 

se credit to the reports ſpread in thoſe days, 

and which have been even tranſmitted ta 

us by the petty hiſtorians that writ his life, 

who either were not ſufficiently; | informed 

of the ſecret of affairs, or if they Were, 

would not tell every thing they knew 
through dread of the vengeance of his 

ſucceſſor? The manuſcript hiſtory of 4. 

melgard intimates that he was really poi- 

ſoned; ſo that one way or the por Ne 

is room to yindicate the memory of Carli 

the VIlth, againſt this charge of weak. 

neſs: for, ſhould it be true that the feat 

of being poiſoned made ſome impreſſion 

on his mind, we are very ſenſible that it 

was a hard matter for a man, born with 

an honeſt and tender heart, who always 

did the good that lay in his power, and 

was always perſecuted, not to be diſcouraged 

at the ingratitude and treaſon of attempt- 

ing his life by the moſt odious and ſhock- 

ing methods. And much more ſo, as he 

was a prince capable of viewing the no- 

thingneſs of human greatneſs, by com- 

paring a ſeries of glorious conqueſts and 

victories, with the continual privation of 

the gratitude and friendſhip of the perſons 

neareſt his. blood, the only things capable 

of 4 85 ſatisfaction to the tenderneſs of 

b ke. 1 
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Theſe are ſome reflections which I Letter 
thought it my duty to offer in vindication XI. 


narchy is moſt indebted; according to the 
glorious teſtimony which was given in bis 
favour, when France was delivered from 
| the tyranny of his ſon, / in the midR of the 
aſſembly of the three eſtates, held at Towrs 
in 1483 3 where, not only the glory of his 
conqueſts were extolled up to the skies, 
but the juſtice'and wiſdom of his admini- 
ſtration propoſed as the moſt worthy mo- 
del that poſterity could follow, and as the 
object of the wiſhes of all true patriots. 
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L E T T ER XII. bl 


Reign of Charles VII. Aſembiy of the 
Hates at Meun on the Yere in 1426, at 
Tours in 1433, at Orleans in 1440. 
4 ee for the troops in pay, and 
the fixed eftabliſhment o the tailles.;. A. 
tet * the _ Yf Aleng N 
1458. rn 


wt, 


| Tanner | T cannot be 4344 that of all the | 
l. reigns by which our hiſtory i is render- 
ed illuſtrious, the events of war have made 


that of Charles VII. one of the moſt ac- 
tive and brilliant: but as prejudice and 
partiality, common to moſt men, have at- 
tributed the honour. of it to his captains, 
very little of the glory of his ſucceſſes fall 
to his memory in partic icular; though at 
the fame time no body diſputes his courage 
and bravery,tried and ſignalized upon num- 
berleſs occaſions. Little more favourably 
do people judge of that monarch' 's politi- 
cal conduct, notwithſtanding we are in- 
debted to him for the inſtitution of tbe 
firſt laws that fixed the police of the king- 
dom, rendered the condition of ſubje@s 
certain, and provided for the ſabfil * 
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of the troops neceflary for the common Letter 
ſecurity : an inſtitution as indiſpenſable, XII. 
after ſo long a continuation of diforders, as WY WV. 
it was really uſeful in regard to ſuch great | 
effects: ſo that he would have joined the 
acknowledgments of all poſterity to thoſe 

of contemporaries, had he taken the ne- 

ceſſary meaſures for preventing that enor- 

mous abuſe of * thoſe very laws after his 

death, which happened almoſt as ſoon as 

his eyes were e 05 5 27 2D | 
If we give ever ſo little attention to the Har 
conſequences of a war of a hundred and —.— | 
twenty years continuance, which had 2538 in ar 
pierced into all the provinces of the king- Charles 
dom, and during which four or five gene- __ 
rations ſprung up, altogether as thirſty of 7972- 
the blood and plunder of their country- ;, ; 

men, as the Engliſh themſelves were, we Crown, 
may eafily conceive that the leaſt effect 
that could reſult from it, was the general 
forgetfulneſs of thoſe laws which had . 
flouriſhed under the antient government. 

Thus we may, in ſome manner, compare 

the condition in which France found hei- 

ſelf after the expulſion of the Engliſh, to 

that wherein he was after her delivery 

from the incurſions of the Normans; ſhe 
therefore ſtood in particular need of # wile 

king, a king well intentioned, generous 

and pacifick, that he might unite together 8 


140 
Letter every man. Theſe are the 
XII. Er y met in the perſon ol Care VII, 


. 


: fortune: and it muſt be owned, that with. 


pig have been entirely uſeleſs to his ſub- 
a Two 4 of. enemies * defolated ! 


| France, as it had happened in the days of 
Charles V. the Engliſh, looked upon 


the king's Gon. who, not fait bo 
make war againſt the firſt, treated the 
_ ſubjects altogether as cruelly as the enemy 


were in for ſubſiſtence, which they could 


the troops, and of leading hoe tes tp 


reaſonab e, ſince neither the preſenoe, not 
Node the proximity a the Engliſh, would 


; 


LETTERS on the 
aligien.ahds 4 


t he had moreover the friendſhip. of 


out her protection, that good-will, how | 
rare and precious ſoever 1t be. in princes, 


by 
one party as the . e. by the other 
as friends, though almoſt equally. 5 
ſome to ED and the French troops 


did; at firſt through the neceflity they 


not draw from their pay by reaſon of the 
bad fituation of the - finances, and after- 
wards through the cuſtom they had got of 
plundering. . The modern hiſtorians ſeem 
to charge the generals' with thoſe diſot. 
ders: they complain that Fraxce had 19 
longer a Berergnd du Gueſclin, capable of 
making, himſelf followed and obeyed - by 


conqueſt of ſome foreign kingdom: but 
this ſeems to me to be very un- 


ur 


42 
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permit the ſtripping Prante of the only Letter 
troops that could poſſibly defend her. Be- XII. 
ſides, we ſhall ſee immediately, that from YV 
the very moment that Charles VII. had 
ſecured ſome little reſt for himſelf from the 
Engliſb, by the truce he concluded the 
z0th of May, 1444, he ſent the half of 
his armies into A/ace under the conduct of 
his own ſon; and that he led the other Him- 
ſelf into Lorain, where he made a very 
extraordinary reform, with the wiſeſt pre- 
cautions that could be taken, though Nor- 
mandy and Guienne were ſtill in the poſ- 
ſe ſſion of the Engliſh. _ ir 

It would rather. be much juſter to ask 7y73, 
why France did not at that time defend France 
itſelf with its own proper forces, as Phi- _ 
lip the Auguſi had done againſt Richard fend * 
and Jahn, kings of England, or againſt” / by irs 
the emperor Otho IV. in the battle of an pro- 
Bouvines : but the cuſtom of the ſervice e 
of the fiefs was ſo much changed, that it 
was impoſſible to ground the defence of 
the ſtate upon it for the future; though 
nevertheleſs it was not altogether fo much 
forgot, as that ſome ſort of utility miglit 
not be drawn from it; inaſmuch as that 
the invention of cannon and fire- arms had 
not quite baniſhed the uſt of armour, the 
lance and the bow. The principal cauſeof 
the diminution of the febdal Ee was 
the reunion of moſt part of the fu 
| lord- 
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Letter lordſhips to the crown, which neceſlarily + 
XII. deprived it of the aſſiſtance of the feuds. 
i ries that formerly poſſeſſed them. For 
though the kings were thereby undoubted- 
ly become righer, yet as they were not ſo 
good economiſts, they were leſs attentive 
to the good of each lordſhip in particular, 
and conſequently much more unfit to 
draw theſe ſervices from the fiefs, which 
the particular lords took great care to ſee 
performed, that they themſelves might af- 
terwards render them to their country and 
their king, with greater utility and ad - 
vantage to both: by theſe means the kings 
ſoon found themſelves under a neceſſity 
of changing the nature of the ſervice, and 
of taking money in lieu of it to pay their 
troops. 2. We may reckon the extinction 
of an infinite number of great families, that 
either periſhed by war, or in the * priſons 
of England, and the alienation of a mul- 
titude of lands and fiefs, which the nobili- 
ty and gentry had been obliged to ſell indi- 
ſtinctly, the greateſt part of them to rich 
plebeians, or at leaſt had been wreſted 
from them by forced ſales and adjudications - * 
buy decree, from the time that fiefs-' had 
wet. nn 25 | „ 54 $01.3 2135 
* This is a very ſevere, but we ry. unjuſt 
reflection on 2 fer aba In 7 5 
remarkable for treating the meangſt of her pri "os 4 
war with humanity, the middling fort with politehe 
. andthe greateft withreſpel, . 4 


I . Antient Parliaments of FRance, 14 
bpeen rendered mortgageable in preju- Letter 
Jice of the eſſential right of the paramount XII. 
lords. Indeed, the lords did not in the 
original contracts make over the different 
lands granted to their vaſſals, under any 

other title than that of a conditional en- 
gagement; which could not be looked 

upon as an effectual alienation, ſince the 

vaſſal was deprived of that title, by not 

fulfilling the conditions of the infeoffment: 

but we eaſily ſee what the degradation of 

the paramount fiefs was at that time, 

when the dexterity of the lawyers had 

perſuaded the world that a vaſſal's lands 

might become engaged for his debts; and 

that, at the tail of that perſuaſion, they 

had introduced forced ſales, which gave 

the lord a new vaſſal in ſpite of his teeth. 

It is true, that in ſome meaſure to indem- 

nify the paramount lords, they invented 

the practice of lots and fales, and profits 

of the fiefs which they adjudged to belong 

to them upon thoſe occaſions: but if the 

lords ſuffered their mouths to be ſtopped, 

by the conſideration of a temporary gain, 

ſo little ſuitable to their honour and inte- 

reſt; their poſterity ſoon taſted the bitter 

fruits of their avarice, or at leaſt of their 
inattention: and moreover the ſtate in 

general loſt its primitive ſupport, becauſe 
the new poſſeſſors of the fiefs were men 
born in a condition very foreign to the 
n | Pe 
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Letter profeſfion of arms, and 
XII. intirely uſeleſs to the end propoſed by th 
VV eſtabliſhment of the fiefs. 3. The aug. 


merly 


lue. The demonſtration of this is eaff, 


a amounted to fifty 


fol brought in but the 3 


And therefore in St. Louis s reign; "the 
| value 


N 
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mentation of the price of Aber, and 
different value ſet upon the coin, had ſo 
diminiſhed the produce of the 'fiefs,” that 
inſtead of a full ſubſiſtence, which they for- 


from which followed the oblipation and 
poſſibility of ſervice, they 'were leſſened 
above three fourths of their primitive v1. 


by obſerving that in the decline of the { 
cond race, which is that of the nf 
ments, for a conſideration in money, the 

pound weight of filver was valued at but 
ſeventeen, eighteen, or twenty /o/s 3" from 


whence it follows, that lands engaged to 


any particular perſon, under the acknow 
ledgment or * of a fol 
— in at leaſt the twentieth part of 4 
pound weight of ſilver every year to'the 
lord or ſoncier proprietor, and in pr 
tion for higher or lower infeoffments: 


when it happened in proceſs of time, dut 
the e! became money, without relation to 
the price ſilver was at before; and that. 


pl 


the mark or half pound of the ſame me 


which obliged the acknowledgment of 2 


/ — 


nely wer 


afforded to their poſſeſſors, and 


fol per annum, | 


fols, the infeoffment 
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0 value of pecuniary infeoffments, was even Letter 
then reduced four fifths; that is to ſay, XII. 
| WH that five % in his time, were worth but 
e one of thoſe of the primitive times; from | 
0 whence it follows, that the diminution | 
t was incomparably greater in the reign of | 


Charles VII. when the mark weight of | 
filver having riſen in 1440, to ſeven livre: 
ten /ols, and conſequently / the pound 8 | 
weight to fifteen /ivres, fifteen /ols in his 

days did but equal the value of one /o/- of 

the time in which the firſt infeoffments 

were made: prodigious diminution of the 

value of the fiefs | which ought to give a 

ſtrange idea of French inattention, even in 

regard to the moſt ſenſible intereſts. For 

there is no perſon but what is able to judge 

how eaſy it then was to raiſe the rents, or 

pecuniary obligations of tenure, in propor- 
tion as the value of ſilver was raiſed. But 
if we puſh this diſcuſſion ſo far as to make 

an eſtimate of the preſent loſs, on the foot | 
ing of the value to which metals have ben BY 
raiſed, we ſhall find that the mark of fil _ |} 
ver being now mounted to *. thirty-five: | 
livres, and the pound weight at ſeventy: | | 
liures, it will follow that the rent or pe- 1 
cuniary obligation of tenure, - which ought f | 


Fi Was when the author writ this letter, but fluer | 
is now at forty-eight livres the mark, and ninety-fix 
livres the pound: gold is in proportion, The authir 
means avoirdupois weight, | JET eee 4+ > . _ 
Vol. II. 1 5 
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1465 *'EETTERSon ther wh 
Letter to be the twentieth-part of a pound weiglt 
XII. of filver, and was fo in the beginning of 
CV pecuniary fiefs, is at preſent but the four! | 
teen hundredth part of it: a thing that 
would be very difficult to be credited, did 
not the leaſt calculation invincibly demot- 
ſtrate it. You muſt not then be. ſurpriſed, 
if in Charles the ſeventh's time, it was ut. 
terly impoſſible for the fiefs to furpiſh:the 
ſervice, and if at preſent the greateſt pan 

of them do not even furniſn ſubſiſtence t 
the foncier proprietors. 4, If to all this 
we add the many partitions made af thoſ 
very fiefs, ſince daughters were admitted 
to inherit the alienations made in favour 
of churches and monaſteries, the natum 
decays and waſtes, the ruin of buildings 
fires, ravages, by the overflow ings of . 
vers, neglect of culture during the war, & 
we may reaſonably conclude, that none 
By what but the great fiefs were able to prefers 
means the themſelves; and that all the ſmall ones 
Jeadal ſer- in which conſiſted the number and ſtrength 
«hoo of the ſervices, were intirely annihilated, 
ſerved in You may, nevertheleſs, in objequor 
| Foreign to what I ſay, bring in the example d 
az, foreign countries, where, maugre |the 
fame time tiſe of the price of ſilver, maugre al 
that it the misfortunes common to mankind, 
has been and particularly thoſe of war, with which 
_ r almoſt all parts of Europe have been a 
' 1ated in moſt continually affected theſe guy 
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paſt; we ſee the fiefs have preſerved them- Letter 
ſelves without any conſiderable alteration. XII. 
But even this objection leads us to ima 
gine, that there has been ſomething more 
in France, which we cannot hinder our- 

ſelves from attributing to a formal and de- 
termined deſign to ruin the fiefs, conceiv- 

ed in the time of Louis the Groſs, and ex» 

ecuted and followed by all his ſucceſſors; 

as I have ſhewn in my former letters, by 
diſcovering ' the principal means which 

the ambition and policy of the monarchs, 
aſſiſted by the artifice and cunning of tho 

men they employed to bring their deſigns 

to bear, prompted them to make uſe of. 

It appears beſides, that what ſaved and kept 

up the fiefs in Flanders, in Italy, in Ger- 
many, in Spain, &c. was the conſtant diſtino- 

tion made in thoſe countries between allo- 

dial effects, ſubject to debts, mortgages, 

and marriage-portions with daughters 
from the feodal eſtate, which not having 
been alienated but by engagement, never 


— 


re + TT. A. 0 Fn * - 


/ could naturally become ſubject to any o- 
cher charges or ſervices, but thoſe of the . 

v infeoffment, without the conſent of the on- 
he cier proprietor, or lord paramount; if it 
ll was not however in regard to the yearly in- 
comes of the lands held, which it was no in- 
Þþ juſtice to apply, during the life of him that OT, 
- had the profit of them, to the payment 
5 of his debts, becauſe he might have walt 

; * | 


L 2 thoſe 
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Letter thoſe rents in another manner, without the 
XII. participation of his paramount lord. It is 

A what is practiſed in Spain, Flanders, and 
ſeveral parts of Italy, particularly in the 
kingdom of Naples, with happy ſaccef, 
for the ſupport of the noble Ale, tho 
we cannot ſay that the princes Have had 

better intentions there than in other places, 
for the preſervation of illuſtrious houſes, 
at which their policy might have taken 
ſome umbrage. Wherefore I think I may 
ſay, that in France, beſides the common 
reaſons 1 have mentioned for the degrada- 
tion of the fiefs, we muſt look for ſome other 
rticular cauſes, and they immediately 
_ diſcover themſelves in the character of the 
nobility; who, in granting freedom to 
their ſlaves, thought they could not be pro- 
perly free themſelves, but in having the 
. power toalienate their 1immoveable'e 
in order to furniſh thoſe expences in which 
their want of reflection, and their extrava- 
gance had engaged them. We ſtill e. 
member with — warmth that ſame no- 
"bility oppoſed the law of gradual and per- 
Sera Nails and — in the ab 
ſemblies of the ſtates- general held in the 
years 1 560 and 1615, and in what man- 
ner they offered a ſort of violence to the 
court, to obtain the reduction of thoſe in- 
rails and ſettlements to three generations 
12 vu, in all that — of . 
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_ that was governed by cuſtoms (or the com- Letter __ 
non lau); which is a ſort of demonſtration XII. | 
of the ſentiment I attribute to the anceſ . | 


— 
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tors of the'nobleſſe, when they threw off 
the yoke of that happy conſtraint, which 
obliged them to preſerve their fiefs for 
their children. As to Germany, that 
country admits of an exception. quite dif- 
ferent from all other nations; becauſe moſt 
of the emperors that have reigned there, 
have had ſo great an eſteem for the feodal 
order, and been ſocareful of it, that they 
have conſtantly employed all their autho- 
rity, and their utmoſt: prudence, not only 

to preſerve, but to embelifh it. 
But to return to the eſſential: ſubject of 
this letter; it is very evident, that conſi- 


dering the ſituation of affairs, the ſecurity 


and tranquility of the ſtate abſolutely re- 
quired the prudence of the monarch to ex- 


ert itſelf at that time, in forming a new 


militia to ſupply the place of that which 


was extindt. And moreover, as the 1 


were grown infinitely. richer than in for- 
mer times, \ eſpecially ſince they became 
E their effects, and trade had 

ought the greateſt part of the money of 
the nation into their hands, it was not on- 


ly juſt, but even neceſſary, to make them 


bear the expence of that new ſoldiery, the 


nobleſſe having no longer either the power 
or the means to do it. This is then the 
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LETTERS en be 
r reaſon that induced Charles VII. to fbfm 
that grand eſtabliſhment of the railles, to 
which he ſubjected only the third eſtate, 
that is to ſay, thoſe who paid it before to 


their lords, for being particularly defended 


by them; by this means drawing to him- 


ſelf the common defence of all the mem- 
bers of the ſtare, which was before divided 
amongſt the ſeveral lords, and making it 
his own proper duty; from whence poſ- 
terity has taken the idea that the King is 
the only lawful defender of the kingdom, 
in right of his dignity; and that whoever 
does not fight under his ſtandard and his 
orders, fights without right and wt 


| juſtice ; the monarch alone ' having the 


right of * glaive in his kingdom. - But it 


hy follows likewiſe, that there is nothing ſo 


far from the idea of the firſt inſtitutionvf 


the tailles, as that of extending them to 


the nobleſſe; who at leaſt ought to be Teſt 


in the peaceable enjoyment of the do- 


mains of their fiefs, when the ſtate poſ- 
ſeſſes itſelf of their men, to exact a tribute 
from them, which ſolely belonged to'the 
noble eſſe, according to the antient regulations 
of the government. Wherefore, tho“ the 
name of 7azlles ſtill ſubſiſts in our days, vr 
Cannot, conſidering the immenſe growth 
they are arriv d to, conſidering the inequali- 
ty of their diſttibution, conſidering the fan- 
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taſtical rules invented for extending them, Lett er 


and for . comprehending; the 10642 in 

them ; we cannot, I ſay, ſuſtain W 

are ſtill the ſame tax, no more than we can 

{ay that the gendarmerie and all the troops 

now in pay, though formed on the ideas 

of Charles VII. can be deemed the fame 

that he eſtabliſhed. Nevertheleſs, beforg 

I enter.into the detail of theſe two articles, 

very worthy of being cleared up, it is ne: 

ceſſary, that I may not fail in our end 

matter, to ſpeak of the aſſemblies of the 

ſtates- general that were held in this reign, 

even during the hotteſt part of the war. 

The firſt of which mention is made in A/imbly 

hiſtory, is that of the year 1426, called 9 7% 

to meet at Meun on the Tere, to conſider _ 

of ways and means for putting an end to held at 

the diſorders committed by troops; Meun, 

which receiving but little or nothing © —— 

their pay de infinite ravages all over — 
pay, made infinite ravages all ove 

the country; but leſs however in the lands 

under the nomination of the Exgliſp, 

where people ſtood upon their defence, 

than in thoſe under the obedience of the 

king, which were intirely defenceleſs. 

That deſolation and the miſery of the 

people were ſo great, that, according to 

the author of the book de la Pucelle, 

an entire ceſſation of the culture of the 


8 | L 4 _ 5 ground, 
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Letter ground, and all country labour, was juſtly | 
XII. apprehended,” The ſame author ignorantly 
V enough relates what paſſed in that aſſem- 

bly. in faying that the people very freely 
inclined to grant the king a general taille; 
provided he would be pleaſed to commu- 
nicate to them the diſpoſitions and the 
means, which he pretended to make uſe of 
for ſtopping the univerſal diſorder of his 
troops. Hugh Combarel, ſon of Fobn lord 
of Novailles, then biſhop of Poitiors, to 
which ſee he had been tranſlated from 
that of Beziers, ſpoke ſtrongly on the ne- 
ceſſity of a good adminiſtration j) which 
effectually providing for the payment of 
the army, would hinder thoſe pillages, that 
put the people out of a condition to con- 
tribute as much as they were willing, and 
the neceſſities of the ſtate required; He 
ſpoke with the ſame freedom on the ne- 
ceſſity of employing the troops, which 
were truly uſeleſs, as long as they ſtaid on 
the lands under the obedience of the king. 
But it was eaſy to anſwer that diſcourſe, 
fince it was not the king's fault that thoſe _ 
troops were not paid; and moreover it 
was uſeleſs to undertake any enterprizes, 
without being in a condition to make them 
ſucceed; which could not be without ſtill 
augmenting the number of the troops, tho 
they juſtly complained of thoſe already on 
foot. Theſe reaſons, ſupported by a ms 
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of the deputies, gave room to a conclu- Letter | 
ſion very favourable to the king's inten- XII. 
tions; ſince a reſolution was taken to raiſe WV WV AM 
a general taille, ſufficient to anſwer his 5 | 
wants. The: author whom I mentioned, 
does not explain himſelf any further; but 
he adds that the fire of Grac, who was 
then prime miniſter, an inſolent and vio- 
lent man, dared to ſay in the king's cham- 
ber, in the preſence of the lords that at- 
tended him thither, in leaving the aſſem- 
bly, that if they would take his advice, 
they would, by way of example, throw 
biſhop Comburel, and all thoſe of his opi- 
nion, into the river. An expreſſion which 
drew upon him the indignation and hatred 
ofall that heard him, and of all to whom 
it was told. But their reſentment did not 
ſtop there; for Giac was ſoon after accu- 
ſed of having diverted the money granted 
by the ſtates to his own private uſe ; upon 
which the conſtable de Richemont did the 
ſame juſtice to him that he had adviſed 
againſt another, and, without any formia- 
lity of trial, cauſed him to be thrown head- 
long into the river. The regiſters of the 
parliament, which at that time was 'fit- 

ting at Poitiers, bear witneſs, that the im- 
poſition of the taille then granted by the 
ſtates, was general, and that the officers of 
that body (the parliament) applied to the 
king in order to be diſcharged of what was 


Letter demanded of them; as being -natugally | 


Hates: ge 


me di. happened to be at the ſame time, was ſur- 
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XII. exempt from all failles, impoſitions, and 
the kingdom, upon account af theis fer- 
vices. But it is very likely they could ob- 
tain nothing in the neceſſity of the then 
juncture of affairs : nevertheleſs, this is the 
firſt act that proves the poſſeſſion Which 
the: magiſtrates had of the right of 'exenip- 
tion; and, which every body knows, hat 

— been turned into privilege of nobi- 
. „ 1803 nr nn 
Juot ber 4 In the year 14 3 3. the ſtates of the king · | 
e//embly dom were aſſembled at Tours, by the ex. 
of te preſs command of the king, for pacifying 


zeral held the troubles and confuſions of the contt 
at Tours, that happen d upon the carrying off the 
fir put- lord of la Trimouille ; who being in d 
14% Caſtle of Chinon, where the king himſelf | 


erders. prized one night by the lords of Beuil, 
Varennes, Breſſe, Chaumont, Amboiſe, and 
Coti vi, afterwards admiral of France act- 
ing by the ſecret inſtruction of queen Ma. 

ry of Anjou, or rather the count of Aar 
her brother, who thereby became mini- 
ſter. Jobn Chartier, who mentions that 
aſſembly, ſays no more of it, than that the 
king order'd the chancellor of France, 
archbiſhop of Rheims, to ſpeak in it, and 
flatisfy the enterprige executed againſt the 
lord of /a Trimawlk, Soon after, * 


= „ r . —_— —_— 
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ſay in the year 1435, the famous treaty Letter 
of Arras wus made; to which, with a great XII. 

deal of juſtice, was attributed the welfare * 
and preſervation of the monarchy. It was, 

in effect, the heavieſt blow that had been 

given to the Engliſh: for, by obliging the 

duke of Burgundy to a neutrality between 

the two competitors for the crown, it de- 

prived the uſurper of an affiſtance that had 

been more conſiderable and uſeful to him 

than his own proper forces. But: what 

is ſingular in that treaty is, its having been 
the work of a man who had till then, 

with great reaſon; been looked upon as 
the tyrant of Charles VII. I mean the con- 
ſtable Arthur of Bretagne, count of Riche- 
nont, brother {and uncle of Fobn V. 
Francis, and Peter, ſucceſſive dukes of 
Bretagne, after whom he was duke him- 
ſelf at the end of his days. That prince, 
who had married the dauphineſs, princeſs 
of Guienne, and the duke of Bunn 
eldeſt ſiſter, ſeem'd to have made that al- 
lance with no other view, than to have a 
pretext for entering into the quarrel; as 
he ſeemed to have accepted the dignity of 
_ Conſtable merely to traverſe the king's au 

thority, and contradict his will and his ſen- | 
timents, This was then ſo common an opi- 
nion, that the memoirs of the times have 
remarked, that when the - king's forces 
marched to the relief * Orleans, the Pu- 
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celle 


an bow, ton by birth, named Raoul Gruet, whom the 


195 LET TERS i e 
Etter celle expected to fight the conſtable, and the 
XII. troops that were ranged under his banner: 
AV however, it was from that marriage, and 
the count of Richemont s own" diſpoſition, 
that ſome people knew how to bring abo 
c the treaty that ſaved all France. 
Bywhom, ' He had an inferior domeſtiek, à Bre. 


anl.. aac. 1 e 
admiral de Montauban had given him to 


be his carver, and who, by the wonder- 
ful talents he had for negotiating, ſoon 
raiſed himfelf above the functions of his 
employment. The firſt proof of his ge- 
nius was, in a journey he made into Fan. 
ders to the duke of Burgundy, for obtain- 
ing the entire liberty of his maſter, taken 
ee by the Engliſb, and enlarged upon 
1s parole of honour. That journey ſoon- 
gave him an opportunity to inſinuate him- 
elf into the confidence of the duke; and 
he managed it with ſo much prudence and 
wiſdom, that it produced a marriage be- 
tween his maſter and the dauphineſs prin- 
ceſs of Guienne, which was a confiderable 
augmentation of honour and fortune to the 
conſtable. Raoul Gruel took hold after- 
wards of all the opportunities that offered, 
to diſpoſe the conſtable in favour of the 
French party; and if he could not ſave the 
king the chagrin he ſuffered at the baniſfi- 
maient or ruin of his principal ereatures 
hae at leaſt kept his maſter in — 


_w ww 38M wm eo» TS - 


Antient Parliaments of Ff Ancx. 
of the nation in general, until his perſo- . 


nal reconciliation. with Charles the VIIth. XII. 
But Gruet's great maſter- piece was, with- WY? 


out contradiction, the. negotiations that 
produced the treaty of Arras; in which, 
with an infinity of addreſs, he took an 
advantage of the natural inclination which 
the duke of Burgundy had for his own fa- 


mily, and of his ſentiments of glory, gene- 


roſity, and piety, which he thought might 
lead him to a reconciliation with the king; 
and, in fine, of the frequent ſubjects of 
diſcontent which the Engliſh gave the duke, 
in ſpite of themſelves, by a conſequence 
of the diviſions of their government during 
the minority. of Henry VI. 

The ſeeds of that negociation were ſown 


in the time of King Charles VII's coro- 


nation in 1429. They began to grow in 
1433, and 1434, when the duke was 
truely determined in a conference he had 
with the conſtable, for ſettling the inte- 
reſts of the houſe of Bourbon in the county 
of Clermont ; and, in ſhort, the next year 
gave them all the maturity neceſſary for 
the good of the kingdom. It was in this 
manner that Raoul Gruet conſummated 
the work he had conducted fo far with 
as much courage as prudence. That man, 

whoſe conduct and intention deſerve the 
acknowledgment of the lateſt poſterity, 


, was the father and founder of a fami 
which 
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Letter which became extinct in cur days, in the 
XII. perſon of the laſt lord of Ja Frete, who 
died without children, and under the king: 
- indignation, for having failed in that wif. 
dom and prudence which had founded his 
houſe, The new acts of England ſhew 
us in what manner the Engliſb were“ 
pPrevailed upon to ſend their embaſladors 
to Arras, in hopes of concluding a gene- 
ral peace; though France and Burgundy 
had no ſuch intention: and this the em- 
baſſadors diſcover'd fo well, that they im- 
mediately withdrew. But as a -pretehce 
was. only ſought for in regard to them, 
the treaty was not the more lazily puſhed 
on by the parties really intereſted in it: 
the contrary, it was vigorouſly pur- 
ſued and concluded. The king, by that 
treaty, gave on his fide, all —— ſatisfac- 
tion poſſible for the death of Jabn duke 
of Burgundy, without regard to either the 
point of honour, or his own perſonal; dig. 
nity; and, on the other fide, the duke of 
Burgundy facrificed his reſentment to the 
welfare of the kingdom, by the nobleſt 
and moſt ſignal example that can be 
found, ne what princes, wah 0 


e nth Aula han nid bubbled, as "the Ell 
have almoſt always been from that day to this, in e: 
very treaty or negotiation in which the F e bad 


oy band « or Fnifiuence. | 
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thy of being ſo, owe to the publick 
good. ne DFI 6 4 | 8 : Wiz a 07 2 
The negotiators of the treaty were the 
duke of Bourbon ; the conſtable himſelf; 
the chancellor Renaud de Cbartres, archbi- 
ſhop of Rheims, one of the beſt heads of 
thoſe days; the count of Vendgſine, high 
ſteward of. the houſhold ; Cbriſtopbher 
d Harcourt ; the marſhal de la Fayete; the 
lords of Mouy and St. Simon, with ten o- 
thers of the beſt houſes; Adam: de Cam- 
bray, firſt preſident of the parliament, 
and ſome other counſellors of the ſame 


by Cbriſtopher d. Harcourt above a mar- 


a firſt preſident of the parliament, have 
imagined that 4 Harcourt was an eccle- 
the rank of the others; for want of know. 
ing that the high nobieſſe was not then fo 
diſpoſſeſſed of its rank, that it might not 
attribute to itſelf, and often obtain pre. 


ſtiled officers of the crown, but of every 
ſort of magiſtrature, In fact, Chriſtopher 


of a family: he married Fane q Engbien, 


ferred 


ſhal of France, and by others before 


heireſs of Aurich, by whom he had no 
children, and in 1431, had the poſt con- 
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XII. 
Obſerva 
Hons on 
the order 


7 ſitting. 
e 


Ain the 


treaty of 
Arras. 


body: a detail which J have given to 
ſhew the fault of ſome moderns, 
who, ſurprized at the rank poſſeſſed 


ſiaſtick, and that there was confuſion: in 


cedency, not only of ſuch as are now 


d Harcourt was the cadet, or youngeſt ſon | 


Letter ferred upon him of * Grand maitre re. 

XII. formateur general des eaux & foren d: 

ene which he kept during his life, 

This condition was very different from that | 

of the king's chaplain, upon account of 

which they are pleaſed, however, toallow 

him the rank in queſtion, as looking up- 

on it to be of no conſequence : the whole 

through mere prejudice againſt the-pre- - 

eminence formerly not conteſted: with the b 

high =oblz/e, and now forgot to ſuch a 

degree, that there is no longer any thing 

but preſent and paſt employments, by 

which to diſtinguiſh any families. I muſt 

confeſs, nevertheleſs, that this is the laſt p 

occaſion in which that high #oble/e, has 

been maintained in its precedency; which n 

i was formerly natural and eſſential to it, of 

I without the aſſiſtance of a particular pri- b 

Wl vilege from the prince; ſuch as wasgrant- ll is 
_. edin the ſame reign, to Francis de Mont- 

= |: Fort count of Laval, ſire: of Gavre; and qt 

lil his heirs, counts of Laval, 'to precede as ot 

| well in council as in parliament, in em- 

1 baſſies, and in all places, the chancellor 

Wl oC Frame, cadet hs prelates of the kidg--- 

1 5 dom; who, on their ſide, ſtill preceded ar 

ll! the marſhals of France, and all the other 

= great officers of the un, a0 n ms" in With 

| 


a 17 e England of this natures i 
above the ba aaa in . | 9; l 
4 wars ; TE f "She | 
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the ſeſſion of the ſtates in 1467. The Letter 
title adds, that the counts of Armagnac, XII. 
Fix, and Vendyſine, had the ſame right 
and that ennumeration ſhews, that as 
much as the proximity of alliance to the 

king, may have ſerved as a pretext to theſe 

ſorts of privileges, there was, in the main, 

ſo little regard had, even for the blood 

of France, that the count of Vendoſine has 

but the ſeventh rank in the abovemen-- 

tioned ſeſſion: Louis XI. loſing no time, 

to pretend that no perſon ſhould have any 

right or natural dignity, that was not re- 


lative either to his toleration, or his good 


pleaſure. NH een 7753 
It is certain, that a powerful objection Oherva- 

may be made againſt. this pretended: rank % an 

of the high nobleſſe, drawn from an eſta- 2 _ 

bliſhed truth in my foregoing letters: that 6% 

is to ſay, that the honours and the rights, 5% high 

generally went with the fiefs, and conſe- 7999. 

quently to the poſſeſſion of them, with- | 

out any conſideration for the natural. dig- 

nity of families; inſomuch that the blood 

of France itſelf, in the days of St. Louis, 

hardly diſtinguiſned the families of Dreux 

and Courtenay, ſo nearly ſprung from the 

royal ſtem. But I muſt alſo aſſert, that 

the poſſeſſion of the great eſtates gave 

moſt of the families the luſtre of which 

they had been ſtript, and returned it back 


wich ſo much the mere distinction, the 


Vel III. | NO having 


Letter having no names peculiar; toithem at the 
XII. time of their deprivation, they re-enter'd 
CV into their rights with names of diſtinction, 
which from that time forth ought to be 
incommunicable. It was thus, for ex- 

ample, that the houſe of Chatillon on the 
Marne, perhaps ſuperior in its origin to 

that of Champagne, became inferior to it 

from the reign of Hugh Capet to Louis ile 

Groſs, in a time when it had no diſtinc- 

tive name, and that it retook afterwards, 

if not its true rank, one at leaſt upon 

ſort of equality with the houſe of Chan- 
pagne, when it arrived to the poſſeſſion of 

the great fiefs of St. Paul, Blots, Chartre, 

Guiſe, Aveſnes, &c. almoſt equivalent to 

that province; and retook that rank too 

in a manner much more remarkable than 

its fall, by reaſon of the diſtinctive name, 
which no longer permitted the attributing 
1 to a family the honours and rank due to 
another. Now it follows from this prin- 

ciple, that if the feodal right has really been 

the occaſion of an injuſtice, in conſe- 

quence of which certain families hate 

been deprived of the true rank which ought 

to belong to them, as, in fact, have deen 

the youngeſt ſons of Dreux and Courtenq 

and more antiently the lords of Ham ani 

St. Simon, iſſued from the houſe of Ver- 
mandois, and from Bernard king of Ius 
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ſeſſions. Wherefore we may ſafely judge, 
that the objection drawn from the tranſ- 
port of dignities and honours to the great 


functions, which, in moſt of the provin- 


the poſſeſſion of certain lands. 
guedoc and Bretagne, that the right of ba- 


} 


hiefs, cannot eſſentially hurt the rank of the 
high nobleſſe ; tho to ſpeak the truth, it has 
carried off from it certain honourable. 


ces of the kingdom, and even in particu- 
lar dioceſes, have always been attached to 


It is for this reaſon that we ſee in Lan- 


ſonage, the 'precedeficy among the ba- 


ron 


165 


others, to whom it has procured a per- Letter 


e 

d manent diſtinction by the means of names XII. 
, proper to them, of which the firſt French NY 
. fad no manner of idea. Thus it ſeems, 

, that the diſtinction of family names has 

e corrected what was unjuſt in the right at- 

0. nched to the actual poſſeſſion of the lands, 

t tin perpetuating the memory of the poſ- 

e ſeſſions they have had, the honours of 

” which are in ſome meaſure tranſmitted to 

N their poſterity by this means: and it is 

a thus that, tho, for example, the houſe 

| of Chatillon no longer poſſeſſes the coun- 

f ties of Chartres and Blois, it derives a part 

, of its glory from their having been fo an- 

0 Wi tiently and fo long in its hands: an advan- 
age which, we plainly ſee, ought to be 
in common to every antient family, ren- 

» WH der'd illuſtrious by its alliances and poſ- 
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Letter rons, has remained attached to certain 
XII. fiefs; and that likewiſe in Normandh the 


8 * high dignities, before they were et 10 


ſed by the edict of Henr 

ſame lot. But that edict, BAY in ſome 
meaſure re-eſtabliſhed order i in Nor manch 
gave riſe to another inconvenience; that 
is to ſay, that after the general ſuppreſſion 
of the high dignities, ſome families had 
credit enough to get the pretended title ol 
their land re-eſtabliſhed and a ppropriatedto 
their name: having procured. 1 agen 
tenſions to be received upon the - 
ing of a legitimate right, extin& through 
inadvertency, and worthy of a*ſpecial fi 
vour from the prince. Fi whence ha 
happen'd that thoſe families have got x 


right attributed to themſelves, alto 4a | 


new and entirely fingular, as if it ha 


antient, inconteſtable, and' bwin 20 
knowledged: from which have ſprung the 


new ideas of privileges, ranks, ſeats in 
rpg appropriation of the title of 

cit baron, c. and what is much work, 
the excluſion of thoſe who had at leaſtz 


right as evident as theirs, but failed y 


make uſe of the fame pretenſions In fad, 
there is nothing to be ſaid againſt acts of 
authority, by which the king is gn 
raiſe certain families above others: we 
ought to know and hold for certain, that 
in the practice of the e times Fob 


r 
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are maſters, ,and the diſpenſers of digni- Letter 
ties and honours ; and what we might XII. 


hufolly with in this reſpect is, that they "VV. 


were ſufficiently informed, to prevent their 
too lightly conferring ſuch favours. But 
whatever happens, the true nobleſſe will 
have wherewithal to comfort themſelves 
for having at preſent ſo little ſhare in them, 
if, on the other hand, they preſerve ſen- 


timents proportioned. to the ai gf | 


* 


their origin; in conſidering that all 
favour of monarchs can communicate no- 
thing more than titles or privileges, and 
that it cannot make any other * blood 
tun in the veins but what is natural to 


4 
: 


in g. l te he Seri rs 
covered the city of Paris, and the greateſt ® the 


clergyand 


part of the kingdom, and being more ta- 5, 


oY ds 
ken up with the love of peace, and - the in which 


reeſtabliſhment of a legal and reaſonable 5e Frag- 


police, than the glory of his conqueſts, aſ- 290k 


ſembled the clergy of bis kingdom, and a ,,,; ga- 
great council of the lords, in the holy gad. 
chapel of Bourges, to conſider of means 

for healing the diviſions which then di- 


ſtracted the church. The eccleſiaſticks, 


* This is a flrange way F reaſoning in the auth. 
be flrongly Pet ry. thit 1 — a diſtinflion of 
bleed, and 4 difference, a rather ſeveral forties "of 
mankind in the beginning; | the only: nobility of which 
vos preſerved among the French. „„ 
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Letter with great ability, ſeized that opportunity 
XII. for eltabliching heir own A 
drawing up a regulation which put them 

5 under cover, for the future, againſt all 

the attempts of Rome: hoping that the 

pope would be well enough ſatisfied with 
France, for her not having adhered to his 
depoſition, pronounced by the council of 
Bail. It was in execution of this power 

that they formed a general law, under 

the name of the Pragmatick Sandtion; 
which being confirmed by letters patents 
from Charles VII. was publiſhed and en- 
regiſtered in parliament the 19th of Fuh 

in the ſame year. It is agreed to this very 
dap, that ſince the eſtabliſhment of' the 
Agreat monarchy, there had not been any rule 
encamium (0 wiſely and ſolidly contrived as it 18 for 
” ”= eccleſiaſtical affairs; ſo that we may lock 
and off upon it as the chief teſtimony of the juſt and 
on the perfect intention, and the great capacity 
king and of the monarch, or the miniſters he em- 


in ployed. | 0 45 
,- 8 he next year, full of the ſame defire, 


afimbly in favour of the police of his kingdom, he 
%%% called an aſſembly of the ftates-general in 
lufee the city of Orleans : the king was the Hf 
conſulting that came; after him came the old queen of 
ef ways Sicily, mother of the queen regnant zithen 
—— the duke of Bourbon, the count of Mainz, 


2 general the conſtable de Richemont, Peter de Bre- 
prag. Hagne his nephew ; the count of {a Marcie, 
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1 
governor to the dauphin; Bernard d. Ar- Letter 
magnac count of Pardiac of la Marche, XII. 
(husband of Eleonora of Bourbon, heireſs NN 
of la Marche) and the count of Yendoſme, | 
who, tho' of the name of Bourbon, is | | 
mentioned but after him; the embaſſa- 1 
dors and procurators of the duke of Or- 
leans, ſtill a priſoner in England; that is 
to ſay, the count of Dunois his natural 
brother, and. the biſhop of Orleans, who 
are named together, but the biſhop laſt ; 
then the archbiſhop. of Rheims, chancellor; 
the embaſſadors and procurators of the 
duke of Burgundy, namely, the biſhop of 
Tournay, the fire of Crequy, Simon de la 
Lang, bailiff of Amiens, and the fire d Au- 
chin; the embaſſadors and procurators of the. 
duke of Bretagne, that is to ſay, the bi- 
ſhops of Nantes and St. Briex, and the ſire 
of Laval; the embaſſador and procurator 
of the count of Armagnac, called the ſire 

4 Eſtans, or Eſtaing, or Eſtange; the bi- 
ſhop of Beauvais, and the other deputies 
of Paris and the iſle of France; and in 
general, the deputies. of the three orders, 
and all the other bailiwicks and countries 
of the kingdom, in crowds. The aſſem- 
bly being formed in a particular part of 

the city, which is not mentione 50 5 
| hiſtorian Berry, who has given a detail of 
thoſe ſtates, was ſent for to the kings pa- 
lace, where the princes. had remained 
OD Rox N 4 r 


Letter and having been introduced inn a 5 
XII. hall prepared for the ſeſſion, the king en- 
V tered and took his place: the princes ſtaid 


LE TT E RS en be 


near his perſon, which is here obſerved to 
be the firſt time, and ſeems to be the 
foundation of the diſtinguiſhed rank which 
from that time forth they have attri- 
buted to themſelves. Each member after- 
wards took the place that was marked for 
him: after which the chancellor Renaud 
de Cbartres made a ſpeech in the kings 
name, and ſet forth his intention to 
cure the peace and repoſe, of which France 
ſtood ſo much in need. He reported, 
that to arrive at theſe points, -a confer- 
ence. had been held at Sr. Omer, in which 
the count of Vendoſine, the archbiſhop of 
Narbonne, and he, the chancellor, 30 
been deputies; and that they had made a 
report of certain propoſitions of it, upon 
which the king would have their 
cular opinion of each of the articles; and 
to that end he cauſed copies of them to be 
immediately deliver'd to all the deputies, 
deſiring them, in the king a name, to gue 
in a ſpeedy anſwer, 
Nevertheleſs the particular deliberaticds' 
took up eight days, after which the king 
publickly heard the opinion of every man 
that had a right to ſpeak; which gave 
caſion to a great many harangues, celes 


2 brating the praiſc of peace even to . 
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and without forgetting to ſtuff them, ac- Letter 
cording to the eloquence” of thoſe days, XII. 
with the tireſome ſayings of philoſophers, VV 
antient hiſtorians, and — that onght | 
to be followed. But r it was that 
the reſolution was drowned in the vaſt 
number of words, or whether the divers 
fity of opinions was too great, the king 
thought it neceſſary to chuſe a certain 
number of deputies, who ſhouldexamine 
the matter more maturely,” and make a 
publick report of it. The deputies - were 
the count of YVendoſme, Fames Fuvenal, 
afterwards biſhop of Poitiers, the count'of 
Dunois, the marſhal de la Fayette, Fohn 
Raboteau, preſident of the parliament, 

and ſome members of the ſame tribunal, 
The opinions of that committee were dif- 
ferent, James Juvenal ſpoke for thoſe 
that ſuſtained the neceſſity of peace; and 
the preſident Raboteau ſhewed the impoſ- 
ſibility of making one; the vanity of 
hoping for it, as long as the Eng/i/b had 
a foot of ground in the kingdom; and, in 
ſhort, the neceſſity of making an effort for 
driving them entirely out of it. Never- 
theleſs, after a full hearing of the matter 
in debate, the almoſt general concluſion 
was for peace; and, in conformity to that 
reſolution, it was ordered, that the for- 
mer embaſſadors or plenipotentiaries ſhould 
eturn to St,. Oner, to conclude it on — 


7 
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Letter moſt favourable conditions they could, in 
XII. caſe it was poſſible to bring the Engliſb to 
WV liſten to it. However, they did not iſuc- 
ceed in this defign until a long time af- 

ter; and all that could be had was a truce 

of ſome months. This example ſhews 

that the common deliberations generally 

tend to the leſſening the preſent evil, and 

are ſeldom determined by the conſidera- 
tion of a future convenience or utility. 

Means But, on the other fide, the ſtates had a 
made uſe much more important effect: for the king, 


; 1 touched with the extreme miſery and de- 


VII. fr ſolation of the people, which were repre- 
_— 7ſented to him, and which he'evidently 
Werder knew proceeded more from the bad diſci- 
hich his pline of his own troops, than from the 


trops Engliſh, he there took the wiſe reſolution 
u, to put a ſtop to their diſorders by all poſ- 


5 ted in the 


kingdhm. fible means, He acquainted the deputies 


with the deſign he had formed to reduce 
them all into diſtin& bands, or ſeparate 
troops and companies, under captains of 
his own chuſing; to make them march 
out of thoſe provinces which the Engl 
could not hurt; to poſt them on the fron- 
tiers; and to give them certain pay, which 
might be half ſufficient for their ſubſiſt- 
ence; to the end, that ſhould they commit 
any diſorders, they might fall on none but 
the enemy; the whole thro' the hopes he 
had of regulating them afterwards * 


* — * 2 2 ow 


what they ſay of the matter, that as ſoon 


+ ww” * * bf 1 


thoſe quarters where they were no longer 


acknowledge the juſtice of his orders, and 


of Bourbon to be drowned; his avarice and 
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tively, both as to number and pay, under Letter 
an exact diſcipline; which for the future XII. 
might put his good ſubjects in a ſtate off. 
ſecurity. For the execution of his pro- 
ject he demanded a taille, which was moſt 
liberally granted ; as well becauſe they 
were perſuaded of his good management, 
and the fidelity of his promiſes, as be- 
cauſe they plainly ſaw that the evil pro- 
ceeded from his want of means. TFohn 
Chartier, a cotemperary author, has ex- 
plained this buſineſs to us but by halves; 
and the herald Berry, full as bad a hiſto- 
rian as the other, does not ſay much more 
of it, We may nevertheleſs gather from 


as the aſſembly was diſmiſſed, the king 
began his march to make the troops quit 


neceſſary, and advance to the frontiers. 
He found ſome teſiſtance in certain places; 
but his firmneſs in depriving the plunderers 
of all employment in the army, and ſe- 
verely puniſhing the rebellious, the ſedi- 
tious, and ſuch as he found accuſed of en- 
ormous crimes, reduced them at laſt to 


obey them. In Bar-ſur-Aube, he was 1 
obliged to cauſe a natural ſon of the duke 0 


inhumanity having almoſt deſtroyed not 
only the town, but all the 2 
„ | — 
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Letter but the idea of that ſeverity, which the 
XII. male-contents immediately called 'ingrati- 
tude, and want of aeknowledgment of 
ſervices, joined to the other intereſts of 
the leaders, was not ſlow in 'preducing 
great commotions among the principa 
lords of the court, which began to'break 
out the ſame year. However, to keep his 
word with the ſtates, it was not ſufficient 
to have clear d the provinces of fo many 
pülwkBuͤnderers; he muſt reduce the troops to 
a form and diſcipline of ſuch a nature, 
that they might flatter themſelves that the 
paſt diſorders would never take new footing 
again, and expect the projected ae 
ment to advance every day. It. was with 
ſuch a deſign that the king ordered, that 
inſtead of ten or a dozen baggage- horſes, 
which each man at arms commonly had 
along with him, the number ſhould be 
reduced to three horſes and two archers 
for each, and the reſt of the equipages dri- 
VEN away, en not = uſeleſs 3 dan- 
tous, under pain of corporal puniſhment, 
That — was happily — punctu - 
ally executed among the troops, who on- 
ly grew prouder of it, and more willing 
and ready to ſerve. As to the reſt, as that 
regulation was not the work of a ſingle day, 
the king was obliged to go through with 
it peace-meal, as opportunities and con- 
junctures gave him room to diſplay this 
* . m 


— 
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intentions for the advantage of his ſubjects. Letter 

But, nevertheleſs, we may ſay that he did XII. 

enough in the courſe of that year to per- 

| ſuade the people of the honeſty of his de- 

ſigns, and his integrity in the performance 

of the engagements he had entered into 

with them in the aſſembly of the ſtates; 

which more and more gained him the 

minds and the hearts of all honeſt men. 
However, the chiefs of the troops were De chiefi 

far from his ſentiments; moſt of them the 

pretended, that their authority and their {77 © 

profit were equally going to be retrenched 

by that new regulation: they ſaid loudly, 

that ſuch was not the recompence due to 

their ſervices; and that the flexibility of 

| the monarch was ſo great, that if the go- 

vernment of the ſtate was left any lo 

in his hands, his imprudence and weakneſs 

would loſe all the advantages that had 

been until then gained, at the expence of 

ſo much blood ſpilled, and ſo much money 

drawn from the commons of the kingdom, | 
The duke of Alenfon, the moſt ſeditious 2 le 

and the moſt turbulent of all the lords of of 2 

the age, was godfather to the dauphin, Jauches 

who was at that time ſeventeen years of che dau- 

age, but already married to the princeſs e _ : 

of Scotland, and known to be of a dark hin inks | 

malicious genius, and ſovereignly ambiz. he party 

tious of authority: the king, his father, %% 

who had a great miſtruſt. of his go" gain the 

and ting, 


1 
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Letter and humour, kept him at a Saad 
XII. court, under the condu of Bernard d Ara 
WY V magnac, count of la Marche and Pardiac, 

one of the wiſeſt and valianteſt lords of thoſe 

times; but who, for no other reaſon, was 
become ſo odious and inſupportable to his 
pupil, that his vengeance againſt him, and 
hatred to all his houſe, was not extinguiſh- 
ed even by the blood of his ſon, James de 
Nemours, whom he cauſed near forty years 
after to be executed as an infamous male- 
factor, in the Place de Greve (the common 
place of execution of malefactors in Paris), 
The duke of Alenton made uſe of that dif. 
poſition to debanch the dauphin from his 
obedience to the king his father, by per- 
ſuading him that it was very eaſy for him 
to make himſelf king from that time forth. 

And ſeve- To inſpire him with theſe projects, he 

ral lords. made uſe of Peter d Amboiſe, lord of 

Chaumont, John Sangher, and young Bou- 
cicaut. Bur while he was labouring on 
that ſide, he neglected nothing on the other, 
to draw the other lords of the blood into 
his deſigns, and likewiſe the old captains 
who had been ſo long in the king's ſer⸗ 
vice, His intrigue ſucceeded” as to the 
duke of Bourbon, the counts of Vendofme 
and Dunois, the lord of la Trimouille, the 
baſtard of Bourbon, afterwards admiral; and 
the lord of Chabannes. © They all at once 
broke the king's ordinance, W 
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making himſelf maſter of the dauphin's 
perſon, after having driven away the 
count of la Marche in a ſcandalous man- 
ner, he thought himſelf ſtrong enough to 
make attempts on the neighbouring places. 


rators to enter into treaty, he was reſolved: 
to try fortune himſelf, He made all poſ- 
| ſible haſte to Poitiers, where while he was 
| gathering up troops, he was informed that 
the duke of Alengon had ſurpriſed the 
town of St. Maixant, but that the caſtle. 
and the abby ſtill held out for him. Upon 
this advice, he flew to their aſſiſtance, and 
| relieved them with ſo much bravery and 
ſucceſs, that the frightened dauphin did 
think himſelf ſafe, until he got into the 
= Bourbonnois,, to which he fled with the 
| greateſt ſpeed he could make: but the 
king purſued him with almoſt as much 
expedition; and hiſtory obſerves, that 
the order which he had lately eſtabliſned 
among the ſoldiery, was found to be ſo 
good in this firſt experiment of it, that in 
eee, bp ee ee, 
9 57 


the frontiers, and leading their troops Letter | 
back into the open country: the duke of XII. 
Alengon marched as far as Mort, where WY 


The king, on his fide, immediately had 4#var- 
recourſe to negociation for diſuniting that 2% 
cabal, to which he deputed the conſtable and ;z, ling 
the fire of Gaucourt Culant, who was then gains 


with him; but on the refuſal of the conſpi- or te 
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Letter head of 800 “ lances, and 2000 bo. 


I i, men or archer,” without lea 


in the fron- 
tiers unfurniſhed; becauſe ay age 
extreme diligence and care, Gta vp. 


pins of all ſuch as had failed | in a * 


he dauphin thought he ſhould W 


defend bünſelf at * Moulins, with the forces 
which the duke of Bourbon had aſſembled __ 
there; but the king's approach obliged 


him 
to tetreat to Decize : and he had thoughts 
of throwing himſelf into Burgundy, un- 
til he was informed that all the Cities and 
towns looking with indignation on his . 
bad conduct, were preparing to thut their 
gates againſt him. That news conſtrain- 


ed him to try an effort on the ſide of A. 


vergne ; but there he was likewiſe almoſt , 


as ill-received, The king being entered 


into Clermont, convoked the ſtates of the 
province to meet there, in order to et 
them know the true diſpoſition. of affairs, 


the injuſtice and evil conduct of his fon, 
and the diſloyalty of the lords who had. 
| ſeduced him to take up arms againſt a"fa- 


ther and a king, who in labouring for the 
publick good o the kingdom, 'laboured in 
reality for him, who was the heir appa- 


rent of it, The biſhop of the place was 


the man that ſpoke, and fo es ſt. 


Seu. men, or Hitebis 5 in 2 armor. 
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forth the juſtice of the king's reaſons and Lettet 
his right, that the whole aſſembly zealouſ- XII. | 
ly determined to make him an offer f ⏑ 
their lives and fortunes for enabling him | 
to ſubdue the rebels, Affairs being in ieh 
this ſituation, the count of Eu, the eldeſt lige. 
of the houſe of Artois, undertook to bring them to 
the leagued princes to repent of what they 1 
had done: to which end he made ſeveral 
journies to them, with this effect, that the 
dauphin and the duke of Bourbon reſolved 
to come and ask pardon of the king, and 
ſubmit themſel ves to his clemency. But 
tho' the treaty and the negociations were 
carried on in form, yet they neglected go- 
ing to the king on the day appointed; up- 
on which he immediately entered the | 
Bourbonnois, and in a very few days took 
ſo many places in it, that at laſt the princes 
reſolved on a ſubmiſſion. The duke of A- 
len;on made his treaty apart; the dauphin 
and the duke of Bourbon ſaw the king at 
Cuſet, and ſurrendered up to him the 
places that ſtill held out for them. But 
it was even then obſerved, that the dau- 
Phin only gave way to neceſſity, and that 
his heart, far from the ſentiments of filial 
duty, was ever afterwards implacable to 
his father: that ſort of civil war, which 
got the name of la praguerie, was ſo ſud- 
denly put an end to by. the reſolution and 
Wil ance of the monarch, that it did very 

Vol. II. r 
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Letter little prejudice to the war he was carryin 
XII. on againſt the Engliſb, which at that time 
WV. was very hot about Paris, by the continua! 
taking and retaking of caſtlegand, Fortified 
places. But the king ſoon after carried it 
alſo into Guienne; where the taking of ſe- 
veral towns, and the reconciliation and 
ſubmiſſion of ſeveral lords, hei enen! the 
reputation of his arms. : 
The ting _ Nevertheleſs, as the proſperity of ; arms 
zmbles never made him forget thecare of peace and 
5 . order, he aſſembled the ſtates of anguedre 
guedoc. at Toulouſe i in 1442. There he was leſs taken 
up in making new regulations, than provid- 
ing for the obſervance and ſupport of thoſe 
already made; according to this 45 
Aghrious maxim he had laid Ra, to himſelf, 
maxim of to introduce any novelty without an 5 | 
Vs. neceſſity, and never to ſuffer the people to be * 
thy the made uneaſy, under ſpectous pretext far the 
imitation. reformation of abuſes, which are too often 
of ſome propoſed to princes, more for tbe private | 
ms nk intergſt of the propuſers, than the generd 
_ benefit of the publick. He took cognizance 
at that time of the quarrel between the 
counteſs of Cominge and her Huſband, and 
_ enlarged her from a- priſon, in which ſhe 
had been kept ſeveral years, though ſhe 
was then above eighty years old. It w 
_ alſo then that began the quarrels of the 
houſe of Armagnac, which brought it to 
üs total ruin in the . e 
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king not being pleaſed to ſuffer the chief Letrer 
of . great name, to ſtile himſelf count by XII. 

the grace of God; that ſuch a novelty Wyo, 
might not give room to the independancy \\ 
which the count affected. And this is a 

moſt remarkable example of the retribution 

which providence obſerves in the order 

and diſpoſition of events; for that very 
houſe of Armagnac, which periſhed in the 

moſt terrible and diſaſtrous manner ima- 
ginable, as ſoon as the French became _ 


A. > 


f maſters of Guienne, was the moſt ac- 
. tive of all the province to drive out the 


Engliſh, its antient and legitimate maſters 
ever · ſince the reign of Charles V. In May ue a 
1444, the king concluded a truce with rucewith- 
the Engliſb, which was afterwards cement- re ths: 5 
ed by the marriage of the king of England *, _ 
with Margaret of Anjou, daughter of king 
Rent of Sicily, and niece to the queen reg- 5. . 
nant of France. In fine, ſeeing he had 
ſecured a little reſt for ſome time, he ap- _ 
plied himſelf heartily to the making a re: 
form in the ſtate, . and fixing the diſcipline 
of the troops. To that end, having con- 
ſidered the humour of the captains, whoſe 
greedineſs of gain he very rightly judged 
could not be itisfied, if ſome 5's 5 F 
portunities of plunder were not propoſect 
to them, he thought it abſolutely neceſla- 
ty to amuſe them with the hopes of a 
war in Germany, in which they might 
; 1 FIC 
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XII. as much as that part of Europe had been in 


na „ on the crown lands; and, in fine, more 


2 g ns, © JL we: hg OG 
daupir's effectually to incline the council of Baſil to 


is * 


That reſolution being taken, nothing was 
talked of every where but the advantages 
which the troops might expect to find in 
that expedition: and the dauphin went 
to Troyes with a moſt ſumptuous reti- 
nue and equipage, in order to put him- 
{elf at the head of the army. He march- 
ed immediately afterwards againſt Mont- 
beliard, which made no reſiſtance; and 
from thence he drew near to Bai, whi- 
ther the people of the city had called the 
_ Swiſs to their aſſiſtance; who, though they - 

had drawn but 4000 foot together, had, 

nevertheleſs, the courage to give battle. to 


conduct. come to an accommodation with the pope. 


| Remark. the dauphin : but hiſtory takes notice at 


able va- the ſame time to their glory, and as an 


leur of the example of firmneſs that was wanting in 


8 i * 8 4 4s 
23. the character ä of the antient Romans. them- | 


ſeverity, ſelves, that they all periſhed there, except, 
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as ſome fay, one ſingle man, or according Letter 


to others, figicen; but all hiſtories agree 


that thoſe that ak N e battle were de 


ſhot as deſetters,” by ihe n nce of a court 
martial. The Weh on ined fide, loſt 
above 10,900 men; which obliged the 
dauphin to fall down into Alſace, where 
there was leſs danger and more hopes 

plunder: and with that view he Par. 


tered his army in it. In the mean time, "The king 
the king in perſon laid fiege to Merz, Lee 
with a ſhew of revenging the king of Sil N 


cih, his brother. in-law, for the aſſiſtance 
which that city had given againſt him to 
the count de Vaudemont, his competitor 
for the dutchy of Lorain ; but in effect to 
draw money from it for the execution of | 
his deſigris. The king's inclinations com- 
ing to the knowledge of the inhabitants, 
they did not heſitate in the leaſt to redeem 
their liberty and their repoſe, at the ex- 


pence of their treaſure: a treaty was im- 


mediately brought on the carpet, by 
which they acquitted king Rene of 10,060 
gold florins, which he had borrowed from 
them in his wants, and gave $0,000 more 


to king Charles VII. | Pl 


That prince marched afterwards to * 


Nancy i in Lorain, which then belonged tb % 


the king of Sicily, and there kept the greats 3 5 


eſt and moſt m Face hi court chat he had 
1 


ver. aſſembled nee his acceſſion to'the 
1 / throne, 
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Letter. throne. The dauphin likewiſe; marched 
XII. his army thither by the king's orders, 
&YV which, as well as the king's, was paid ac- 
_ cording to the muſter-rolls, and at that in- 
ſtant both one and the other were disband- 
ed, except 1500 lances, and 4.500 archers, 
all choſen from amongſt the braveſt and 
| beſt behaved men of both armies: they 
were divided into fifteen troops of an hun- 
dred men at arms in each, under the com- 
mand of as many captains, choſen out of 
the moſt illuſtrious of the nobility, and 
EkEnovun by frequent proofs of their cqurage 
Prevents and probity. The king 4fſued. ws 
de * - clamations at the ſame time; the firſt of 
47519) which contained an order for all thoſe that 


might 5 0 
commit in were disbanded to return each to his pro- 


returning per habitation, without noiſe or diſordet, 
zo their upon pain of being hanged; and againſt 
reſpectiue | 

babita. all vagabonds and ſtrolers that ſhould at- 
tions, and tempt to commit the leaſt diſorder in the 


grants a towns or open country: the ſecond was a 


general general amneſty for all paſt crimes and 
. Seder forbidding all 8 and offi- 
cers to make enquiry after, or diſturb any 
perſon whatever for any crime or offefice 
committed during the war ; depriving 
them, for that purpoſe, of all right, of 
taking information, or of ordering, de- 
creeing, or determining, any thing con- 
cerning them. In this manner did that 
wiſe monarch, having found the means 


* 


g-* 


— 
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to draw the troops out of the kingdom all Letter 
at once, hinder any of them from re- XII. 
entering it armed, except ſuch whoſe fi. 
delity and behaviour he thought himſelf 
ſure of: obliging the reſt to disband, and 
quietly retite each to the place where he 
might expect to find ſubſiſtencdge. 

But as the firſt order was not ſufficient, Regulates 


if the king had not at the ſame time pro- 2:29 f 
the gen- 


vided for the pay of the new gendarms dms 


and franc-archers (as they were then call- and arch. 


ed) as well as for the regulation of their rs. 


equipage and their armour, offenſive and 
defenſive ; he gave out another declara: 
tion, by which the pay. of the gendarm _ 


| was fixed at thirty /ivres a month, for 
_ himſelf, three horſes, his page, who was 


properly an apprentice in arms, a luſty 
ſervant, two archers, and a * couſtelier 
alſo on horſeback, which amounted to 
ſix horſes for each man at arms. It was 
even found ſome time afterwards, that 
the pay of the franc-archers ought to be 
paid to them directly, to avoid the abuſe 
that might eaſily happen, through the in- 


attention. or bad management of the man 


at arms, who had naturally occupation e- 
nough with the care and entertainment of 
ſix horſes; and therefore thoſe archers 


were allowed four livres a month each, as 


# Perhaps 10 keep bis armour and arms in order, 
P 4 we 
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Lotter we ſee by the ordinance of 1448, of 
XII. which I ſhall ſpeak this moment. Now 
» it follows from the eſtabliſhment of the 
pay of each man at arms, that the whole 
gendarmery coſt the ſtate 540, ooo Hures 
a year, or 67,500 marks of ſilver, at 
| eight vres the mark, which was then the 
Haw current value. If to this we add the parti. 
wy cular pay of the officers, which-then did 
troops cop not exceed 1200 /ivres a year for a cap- 
azar. tain, 800 for the lieutenant, and 600 for 
the guidon, it is evident that the total of that 
annual expence may be valued at near 
20ð00, ooo crowns: but if we like wiſe join to 
jt the pay of 4,500 archers, at a mark of 
ſilver a month for each two of them, it will 
make an augmentation of 26, ooo or 27, ooo 
marks of ſilver a year; which in thoſe days 
made an exorbitant ſum, (846,000 livres 
and almoſt incredible, if we compare it 
| with what France offered her king 120 
f years before, at the beginning of the war 
with the Engh/h, in a time when ſhe- had 
not yet felt the leaſt part of thoſe evils for 
which ſhe was reſerved. £7788 2 939] 
| any _ Jo form that ſum, which ſeemed im- 
2 heir menſe in the propoſition, the king, by his 
mainte- OWN authority, but in conſequence of the 
ance, Conſent of the ſtates-general aſſembled 
in 1440, laid a general land-tax, and 
alſo a general tax on people's | induſ- 
try, which was called the 7zaille:of the 
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150,000 marks (weight) of ſilver, during 


all the courſe of his reign; a ſum, indeed, 


far exceeding all that could have been i- 
magined in the time of Philip the Fair, 
or the other covetous princes whoſe hiſtory 
I have related; but which gives a convin- 


cing teſtimony of the great increaſe of the 


metallick riches of France by trade, in 
the midſt of the diſorders of a bloody war, 


tho' long before the Indies were diſcover d. 
1 fay that Charles VII. was obliged to Aug- 
ments his 
__ 
gendarmery, when the trace with the Enp- — 


augment the f᷑ailles by near one half, be- 
cauſe in fact he was forced to double his 


liſb having been violated, he found himſelf 
under a neceſſity to carry on the war with 
greater vigour than he had done before. 
James Cæur, whom the trade to the eaſt, 
and particularly Egypt, had rendered one 


of the richeſt ſubſects in the world, and 


who was properly the miniſter of that 
prince's finances, had been a long time 


urging him to undertake the conqueſt of La 8 
Normandy, and promiſed to furniſh him 
with what ſums he wanted for augment> - - - 


ing his troops: but the prince, ever wiſe 
and cautious, - did not give himſelf up to 
promiſes which might be looked upon as 


raſh or indiſcreet, and choſe rather to f6- 


cure 


gendarmery; and which, though he af. Eener 
ler wards augmented it by near one half, XII. 
never exceeded , 200, ooo Jivres, or GW 


« 


| 
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Letter cure his reſource in the revenues of une 
XII. This made him in the year 1448, being 
[ then at Moutils les Tours, iſſue out a new 
declaration concerning the free archen, 
who were to accompany the gender nen 
according to the firſt regulation. * 5 
| om . This ordinance, the effects of which 
Anance almoſt intirely changed the face of tbe 
relating kingdom, as I ſhall relate preſently, con- 
zo thefree tains ſeven articles. 
#rcber). By the 1ſt, the king's will is, chitin e. 
very pariſh of the kingdom, there be a free 
archer, obliged to hold himſelf in readi- 
neſs for ſervice, armed and mounted, as 
is explained in the ordinance: that he ſhall 
be bound to exerciſe daily in arms, that he 
may be fit to go to war "pop the firſt 1 
tice given. | 
By the 2d, he orders that the inte 
ſhall be choſen by the ele& of every elec- 
tion, from among the ableſt and moſt ex- 
pert of each place, without partiality or 
exception, and with the ſole view of the 
d of the ſervice. 

By the 3d, he will have them he 
pay'd for the time of their actual ſervice, 
and no longer, at the rate of four ayes 
per month, 

By the 4th, he declares theim free An 
exempt from all taxes, impoſitions, and 
in general of all charges laid, or to be laid 

0 dhe people, by the king's $ authority; 
| except 


” ofts* 
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except the aids, and the gabelle upon ſalt in Letter 
the countries where it takes place. XII. 

By the 5th, he willi that letters of in- 
franchiſement be delivered to them by the 
elected, which ſhall be of the ſame validi- 
ty with the letters from the chancery. _ 

Buy the Gth he orders that they ſhall 
take an oath, between the hands of the 
elected of their reſpective cantons, to ſerve 
the king well and faithfully in their mili- 
tary accoutrements, and clothing ſuitable to 
their condition, and not to ſerve any other 
in the faid accoutrements and clothing, 
without his expreſs commands. +. ada 
| In fine, | the 7th article orders their 
name, firname, and place of abode to be 
| regiſtered in all the ſeats of elections in the 
kingdom. 55 2 

Theſe were the famous regulations con- A¹⁰e 
cerning the gendarmery, the general taille, which 
and the free archers ; which, though ſo % 9” 


good in themſelves, and ſo ſuitable to the tex 


time they were made in, that we may ſay duced by 
that the recovery of the kingdom, and % re- 
conſequently the preſervation of the ſtate, Arie. 
ſcems to be owing to them, may neverthe- 
leſs be looked upon as the principal cauſe 
of the corruption of the whole French go- 
vernment; not only becauſe they were, gi- 
ven without any precaution againſt the a- 
buſes which they might produce, either 
by fayouring deſpotiſm and arbitrary au- 
a 9 5 eee 


, ih 4 9%, - 


BY © 


no — LETTERS onde... 
£tter, thority, or giving the fortunes of enery 


FF EAG TE x 7 


ers. This is likewiſe the reaſon which at 
preſent makes the connoiſſeurs ſo ſuſpicious 
of all nobility, whoſe origin can't be indiſ- 
putably traced beyond the year 1445, ei- 
ther by records or hiſtory ; though it was 
not till three years after, that the chancery 
was ſtripped of the right of enregiſtering 
the new nobles, in order to inveſt the e · 
lected of the provinces with the power of 
freeing from impoſts, and certifying their 
iafranchiſements; privileges equal to 25 


- 


— 
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of ennobling, which having been carried Letter 
to exceſs in a few years, made Louis XI. XII. 
ſucceſſor to Charles VII. think that it 
would be altogether as well to grant the 
title of nobility to all the poſſeſſors of fiefs, 
for a moderate tax, which became noted 
by the name of the inquiry into the free 
fefs, of the years 1469 and 1470. We 
ought, nevertheleſs, to acknowledge, for 
the honour of the prince's mon Oey 
conduct I am LET that in his time, 
when ſimplicity and honeſty were not yet 
intirely corrupted, it was impoſſible to 
foreſee the abuſes which were introduced 
under favour of thoſe ordinances, or pre- 
ſume, for example, that a perſonal ex- 
emption granted for actual ſervice, noto- 
rious to a whole province, could become a 
title of nobility, and perpetuate itſelf in a 
long poſterity. In this reign, Stephen de 
Vignole, alias la Hire, and Poton de Xain- | 
trailles, private Gaſcoign adventurers, were 
ſen in the number of thoſe illuſtrious 
captains, who reſcued France from the 
Engliſh yoke, without being reproached 
with ſetting up for what they were, not, 
or attributing to themſelves a noble origin 
that did not belong to them, The grand 
maſter, Anthony de Chabanes, had been' 
brought up a page to the former, withour 

wel, becauſe, in thoſe days 
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Letter they ſought rather to learn the art of wir 
XII. in a good “ ſchool, than boa of their 
A birth and dignity, without either merit or 


VII. with the iniquity of the 
ages: tho that iniquity made a handle 
of his ordinances to eſtabliſh itſelf, and 


courage. Therefore, we may fay, it would 
"of Charls 


+ £ 
: A 
P 


be unjuſt to load the —_— 1 
e following 


throw duſt in the eyes of poſterity. As 


to the reſt, I might mention ſeveral fa- 


milies, very conſiderable at preſent, whoſe: 
ofigin cannot be traced further than the 


date we are ſpeaking of; but this is more 


- 


ptoperly the buſineſs of genealogiſts and 


heralds, who often labour very uſefully 
on theſe matters, tho' we have likewiſe as 
often occafion to complain of their conceal 
ing great truths. e ee INI! Fl 


The ting The police of the kingdom, the con- 
regulates dition and number of the troops, as well 


the coin. 


as their pay, the crown revenues, and the 
king's authority, were then quite altered 


during the interval of the truce with the 
_ Engliſh, that is to fay, from the month 


of April, 1444, to the peace of Fougeres it 
the end of the year 1448. But as Chari 


VII. was not a prince who thought that 
his authority ought to be employed only 


to ſwallow up the wealth of his ſubject, 


England. 


by impoſing arbitrary taxes, without in- 


HA very proper leſſon for ſeveral young ; gentlemen in 


— 
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demnifying them ſome other way, he Letter 
applied himſelf to regulating the coin, in XII. 
ſuch a manner, that excepting the ſigno- 


rial right and expence of coinage, he took 

no profit out of it; giving it moreover, a 
currency proportioned to the true value'of 
the metal in its purity, as acknowledged 
by all nations of Europe, and not arbitrarily | 
determining it in his cloſet, without re- 
card to foreign trade. It was by theſe ſo- 
lid eſtabliſhments that he prepared him- 
ſelf, during the four years truce he enjoy- 
ed in the middle of his reign, for the new 
war, which the neceſſity of defending him- 


ſelf againſt the enemy's continual infideli- 


ties, rather than his own private ambition, 
forced him to undertake. The war be- 
gan with attacking ſeveral places in Nor- 77 
mandy, which ſcarce made any reſiſtance 


againſt the valour of the French troops; is renew- 
ſo that towards the end of the year 1449, 4. 


the king was maſter of Rouen, and al- 


" moſt all the province. But fortune made 


him pay dear for thoſe advantages by. the 
grief he felt at the loſs of the beautiful - 
Agnes, who died ofa doſe of poiſon, whi 
was believed to have been given her by 


dauphin's orders. That prince, who had al- Sorel. £ 


ready carried his paſſion fo far as: to give 
her a blow on the face, thought that he 
ought not to let her ſurvive that affront, 


elt ſhe ſhould revenge it one day or an- 


other. 
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mandy. Savoy, without his father's conſent. Ne- 


— — ca — 8 
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Letter other. The king loſt in her almoſt all his 
XII. ſatisfaction, and during the reſt of his liſe 
appeared ſenſible of nothing, but the di. 
ſturbance he might receive from the pow- 
er ful correſpondencies which his fon pre- 
ſerved at court, notwithſtanding the great 
diſtance he was from it. That prince 
had retired into Dauphine in the begin- 
ning of the year 1449, and remained there 
until 1456, when he went to Brabant, out 
Canone: If the king's dominions, after having mar- 
of Nor- Tied Charlotte daughter to the duke of 


vertheleſs, the conqueſt of Normandy was 
completed with the ſame ſucceſs that it 
began, and Cherbourg, the laſt town of that 
province, where the Engliſb defended tbem- 
ſelves, capitulated the 12th of Auguſt, 
1450. From thence the king fell like a a 
torrent into Guienne, and the ſame for- 
tune accompanying him thither, the whole 


province was brought under his ſubjection 
in the courſe of the year 145 1. But the 


Engliſh having re-entered Bourdeaux' the 
next year, by means of an underſtanding | 
t they preſerved with the lord of Lefpare, 
— and ſeveral others, it required a new ex- 
pedition to reduce it, which ended by the 
famous battle of. Caſtillun in Perigord, 
wherein the lord Talbot, captain-general |} 
of the Engliſb forces, loſt his life, after 
having made war againſt France 12 ] 

bs Fes | EH ſpace 
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ſpace of forty years. This battle was Letter 
fought the 19th of Fuly 1433. XII. 

In this very year Charles VII. tarniſhed GW 
his glory by his ingratitude to Fames _ 
Czur, who had ſerved him ſo well. An- 
thony de Chabannes blackened him to the 


king, by accufing him of holding a corre- 


ſpondence with the dauphin, and ſupply 
ing him with money. Suſpicions were al- 
ſo raiſed againſt him of having been con- 
cerned in the death of Agnes Sorel; and 
the lady of Mortagne charged him with 


it. But notwithſtanding all the informa- 
tions they employed, his judges were 1 


liged to declare him innocent of that ac- 


cuſation: however they condemned him, 
upon other articles; to forfeiture of eſtate 


and baniſnment. This was the occaſion of 
new good fortune for him, which he en- 
joyed until he died, but never would come 
back to France; ſo highly did he reſent 
the ingratitude he had met with here. We 
have in this event à proof that the King's 
mind was ſo violently ſoured at the loſs of 
his miſtreſs, that the bare ſuſpicion of ha- 


ving been the cauſe of her death did not 
permit him to remember the moſt ſignal 


ſervices: but, on the other hand, it forms 


a terrible prejudice ' againſt the gratitude 


and juſtice of the beſt princes. "The re- 


mainder of our -monarch's life paſſed a- 


Yay in bitterneſs and uneafineſs, ow . 


Voi 
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Letter bis temper, naturally inclined to — 

XII. choly, brought upon him, being worn out 

and weakened beſides, by the continua 
vexations and contradictions he had to 
ſtruggle with. 

The duke He had notice in 14.55, of the, corre 
| * ſpondence with the duke of Alencon kept 
[ 1 ar- up in England, in order to bring the an- 
gt. tient enemies of the crown Once, more into 
the kingdom, and put them in poſſeſſion 
of his fortreſſes, Moreover, irritated at 
the intelligence he preſerved with the dau- 
Phin, who was firſt ſeduced from his fi- 
ther's obedience by him, he N to 
make him an example; for which pur 
Poſe having cauſed that duke to = ar- 
reſted in the beginning of the year. 1456, 
He detained him priſoner in the caſtle of 
Chantelles. in Bourbonnois, a ſevere and di- 
| ſtant perſon, until the year 1458, when 
Ss - he brought him to VJ endeſme, in order to 
i ſee him tried in an aſſembly of the peen 
* of France. This trial was not underta- 
if 5 ken without great precaution; the king, 2 
bl | ſcrupulous obſerver of rules, would, firſt 
| | conſult the parliament, fitting at Pais 
| In order to have their opinion concerning 
I ble forms neceſſary to be obſerved ; and we 
| | have ſtill in our hands the anſwer which 
they made him, in an act paſſed the 20th 
of April 14 58, after Eaſter, containing 
ſeven articles. 
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By the firſt article, upon the king's Lett. 
« demand, before what judges ought "the, XII. 
« perſonal cauſts,of the peers of France to =o 
« be tried, and whether by the inſtitution , — 
« if the parliament there be any roſer da- yariia-.. 


* tions of cauſes of peers?” they anſwer, mentcon- 
« that by the paſt examples of the trials t 
« of Robert de Artois, obn de Moiitford Jr" 2 
and the king of Navarre, it appears that vedin 
e the king himſelf was their judge, in a the trial 
te ſeſſion of the other peers convoked er 1 

« that purpoſe, with ſome of the loyds 
« of the parliament, 'and other notables of 


r 


vered to them. {pt 
* By the ad, on the queſtion, whether 

the lords of the blood, not peers, have the : 

* ſame privilege as the peers? the court ann: 

© ſwers, that it cannot give advice in that 

e point, becauſe there is actually a laws 

* ſuit depending about it, wherfore they 

cannot declare their opinion. 
% PEYDLIPPEY 1 'R2 JEONG ES By 
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e By the 3d, on the demand, FOR 


E ther the duke g of Alengon holds his 


66 


A diſt at the judgment, and 


0 


= 


and whether the proxies of thaſ 
m_ 10 give 
4 their opinions with the preſent 2 the _ | 


delay it; that no proxies are to be ad- 
mitted; and for the whole they quam 


*< the examples of the three former hg! 


FLY. 


788 


«ting aud bearing. the Proceſs, 


dutchy in peerage, and whether be ought | 
to enjoy the privilege of peers ? the court 
anſwers in the affirmative. . | 

« By the 4th, on the queſtion, whe. 
ther the peers new created qught to 
be called in Judgment with the antient 
ones, and enjoy the ſame honqurs? the 
court anſwers again in the affirma. 
tiye, and quotes the example of the three 


. trials above-mentioned. f 
“ By,the 5th, on the. queſtion, hes 


ther the peers ought to be called in judg 
ment, whether it be Sufficient to call up 
2 


not come ought to be recei 


anſwers, that all the peers ought to, be 
called ; that if they py they muſt. af- 


that if they 
don't come, the king is not obliged to 


© wherein the abſent. were excuſed, and 
not received to give their vote by 


By the 6th, on the . 
the 5 s preſence is neceſſary 


it . be a rea! ſubjeftion. 1 1 
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« him, and his ſucceſſors, which neither be Letter 
« nor they would care to lay themſelves un- XII. , 
« ger? the court anſwers; that no preciſe WV 
« neceſſity can be impoſed upon the king 
« in that reſpe& ; but that the examples 
te already mentioned, inſinuate his pre- 
« ſence; and that the propereſt method 
« is for him to aſſiſt at the judgment and 


or Oh wn 7 


eee 
Jen 


« the whole proceſs, - ee 
« In fine, by the 7th, on the queſtion, 
« whether the Ling? abſence being cauſed 
« by publick buſineſs, he may not commiſſion 
« ſomebody in his room? the court an- 
« ſwers, that in caſe of indiſpenſible bu- 4 
| 4 finefs, it is better to delay the hearin 

* and judgment of the trial in queſtion.. 
Theſe were the anſwers of the parlia - Refer- 


ment to the conſultation of a prince, who, e r 


though irritated, and though abſolute, ;,mer's 
becauſe the whole kingdom was properly anſwers. 
his conqueſt, would not puniſh an obnox- 

ious criminal but according to rule, and 
conformable to the ſtricteſt practice of 
juſtice. Now, in my opinion, ſeveral 
remarks may be made on the parliament's 
anſwers. For we ſee, firſt, the firmneſs 

and modeſty of the antient magiſtracy 
who, without endeavouring to extend. 
their juriſdiction beyond the lawful limits, 
or make uſe of the conjuncture, in which 
the king, tired with affairs, ſeemed to have 

3 mind to abandan to them the trial of a 


» 
. 
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Letter peer of France, and one of the firſt prince 


XII. of the blood, ſuſtain, that accordin 
WYV order, the peer has no judge but the 


Ah 
himſelf; and that if he has not leiſure 5 | 
aſſiſt in perſon at the trial, it is better to 
put it off to another time. 2. We may 
remark, that in thoſe days they did not 
think there ought to be any difference be. 

tween the prerogatives of the antient and 
new peers. And, in fact, if we ſeriouſly 
conſider it, we ſhall find that the duke of 
Burgundy himſelf could not be looked up- 
on as an antient peer, but in quality of 
count of Flanders, which title devolved 
to him by right of ſucceſſion; | whereas 

that of duke of Burgundy was the effect of 
a private donation of king 7 bn,. and 2 
new erection in favour of one of his. chil. 
dren, notwithſtanding that, he had united 
to his crown the title and property of the 
domain of that antient peerage ; therefore 
we may ſay that the queſtion, whether 
the new peerages ought to 'enjoy the _ ſame 


riigbts, honours, and prerogatives as the dt 


tient peerages? is decided by the parlia- 
ment: but it is near 300 years ago, With⸗ 
our reckoning the former practice obſery- 
ed above 150 years together, from the 
reign of Philip the Fair, to that of Chari 
VII. It is true, we may now. object a- 
ainſt the rank of the new peerages, that 
15 Mer day s thoſe dignities Were gu 


lay claim to any others, but thoſe which 


be reckoned in their number, And, in- 
nities of the magiſtraey is open to the 
| meaneſt burgher, by the facility of buy- 
greatneſs of ſervices, and even the favours 


few happy men drawn from the body of 
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ed to none but princes of the houſe of Letter 
France; ſo that we may conclude they XII. 
have been villified, by being conferred on. 
the nobleſſe. But this idea cannot, howe- 
ver, but appear very abſurd, to any per- 

ſon who pleaſes to call to mind the ran 

and the rights of that nob/eſſe ; ſince the 

youngeſt ifons of the royal houſe did not 


were common to every gentleman in tho 
kingdom, and that they eſteemed it an ho- 
nour to be of their body, that is to ſay, to 


deed, would it not be a ſhame to our go- 
yernment, that while the door to the dig- 


ing employments; the luſtre of birth, the 
of kings, could not procure, at leaſt to a 


the nobleſſe, the rank and ipre-eminence 
which they formerly enjoyed without di- 
ſtinction, among thoſe of the ſame order 
and natural dignity ; perhaps diſagrecable, 
becauſe it does not favour all equally 
alike ; but fince; in order to diſputè the 
cuſtom of it, we muſt attack, or ra- 
ther deny the fulneſs of the royal power, 
which confers dignities; and creates new 
peerages, is it not better to comfort ur- 
Elves, with the conſideration that there 
r ars | 


— —— 
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Letter are at preſent none but the peers ho teil. 
XII. ly are able to maintain the favour of theit 
privileges, and the dignity of the zodleſe, 


againſt the attempts of the lawyers, now 
veſted with the titles of knights, counts, 

and matqueſſes, while the antient noble 
dares not, without a great deal of danger, 
write himſelf eſquire, without leave of the 
intendant of the province. It were in- 
deed to be wiſhed, that among the great 


number of new peers, we could find more 
equality in the luſtre of their origin, and 


that there had been more choice and 
knowledge in the monarchs who were 
pleaſed to raiſe them above other men. 


But in ſhort, according to our preſent 


practice, every thing now depends on-the 
will of the ſovereign: therefore ve 


ought, it ſeems, to content ourſelves with 


wiſhing, that, amongſt ſuch as are ho- 


noured with fo high a dignity, ſome mey 


never loſe the remembrance of the. fil 
of their qualities, which is that of: gentle 
men, and antient nobles, ſtript of the new 
chimeras of principality and - definitive 
rank for their Kamilies, which their fre- 
fathers deſpiſed during ſo many ages 1 and 
that the others may preſerve more modeſ- 
ty and ſincerity, to the end that not pie- 
ſuming that the adyantages of favour and 


fortune are equal or ſuperior to thoſe of 


birth, they may be mare diſpaſed "Het 
6&5 ; 


4 
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the latter in thoſe who poſſeſs it ſole- Letter 
y by che grace of God, and the order :of XII. 
nature, — — any aſſiſtance that is N 
reign to them. 3. We may obſerve, that 
in Charles the ſeventh's time, it ufficed 
to poſſeſs an eſtate with the title of - peet- 
age, to enjoy the rank: and privilege of 4 
peer, which ate now attached to the being 
received as ſuch by the parliament: this ig 
what it has coſt the peers for having bee 
ſo deſirous to convert their dignity into an 
office of the crown, forgetting that it was. 
not till the reign of Louit VIII. in 1223, 
that thoſe officers, to whoſe prerogative 
they endeavoured to attain, were admitted 


| to ſit in judgment amongſt them; a func- 
tion from which they were bad how 


tore by their offices. 
As to the reſt, the ame e of the Order of 
parliament, which have preſerved this % 97 
conſultation, likewiſe relate the order of f ehe, 
ſitting in the bed- of juſtice, held at Ven- ſer the 
dſme, in 14 58, for the trial of the duke condem- 
of Alengon. The count de Dunois per- ways 


formed there the function of high cham- of Alen- 


berlain, and was ſeated at the foot of the gon. 
throne ; on the upper bench, at the right 
hand, were placed M. Charles, the king's 
ſon, about twelve years old; and at ſome 
diſtance. from him, the dukes of Orleans 

and Bourbon ; the count of Angoule/me, 


Who, —— are to * clown, * 


| 


all T TERS onthe. 


Letter ed precedency to the duke of mM, 
XII. account of the ducal title; the count of 
Maine in the fame caſe ; the counts of 
Eu, Foix, Vendeſme, and Laval. It is 
remarkable, that on this occaſion,” the 
counts, not peers, are ſeated in the 
fame rank with thoſe who were ſo; 
and that the count of Vendeſme, though 
one of the lords of the Plower de Luc 
6 oy is preceded by the count of Fojxi The 
| manuſcript chronicle of Forreftel, has, 
nevertheleſs, advanced that the king ere· 
ated them peers for this ceremony, or - 
ther for the validity of the en 
which would be a ſingularity more 
remarkable, but which is not authoriſed 
any where elſe. Underneath that bench 
was another inferior one; on which were 
fſeated the three preſidents of the'patlia- 
ment; the grand maſter de Chabannes, 
the admiral % Montauban 3 the grand 
Prior of France; the e nee Saluces; 
four maſters of the requeſts; the fre of 
Ramburres; Gilles de St. Simon, bailiff of 
Senlis; and after them ſeventeen counſel 
lors of the parliament, being half of thoſe 
who were called to Vendoſme. On the up- 
per bench, on the left, ſate the chancellor 
of France ; William Fuvenal, baron of 
Traignel ; the ſix ecclefiaſtick peers; the 
biſhops of Paris, Nevers, and Agde; the 
abbot of St. Denis; and below them, on 
another bench, were the lord of la Nur 
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Auvergne; the lord of Torcy,- of the/ Letter 
name of Eftouville; the lord of 275 auvert, XII. 
of the name of Levi; the bailiff of Tou- 
raine; the fire of Prie ; the fire of Prefige. 

15; William Coufinot, bailiff of Rouen; 

and the fire of Eſearts : and in another 
bench, four treaſurers of France; among 
whom was Peter d Oriol, afterwards chan 
cellor; the prevoſt of the merchants, and 
of the marſhals ; the prevoſt of the king's 
Hotel; and, in fine, — ſeventeen other 
counſellors of the parliament. We may 
ke by the detail of this ſeſſion, how true 
the — is which I often made in my 
former letters, that for a long time paſt 
| there has been no ſetiled ſyſtem among us, 
either for rank or the law. In fact, not 
only the chancellor takes place here of the 
eccleſiaſtick peers, but the preſidents of the 
' parliament precede... the officers. of the 
crown, the grand: maſter and the admiral z 

z thing never before practiſed, and which 
ſhews the vigilance of the lawyers, to 
take advantage of the then conjuncture, 
where the bufineſs in hand being a crimi- 
nal proceſs, there was an Ponte ne- | 
cellity to make uſe of them. 

This was almoſt the laſt ſcene of Charles The end O. 
the ſeyenth's life, who being mortally af- 1 
flicted at his ſon's perſevering to ſtay a- , 1 
broad, and. diſguſted with 1 lis, died * 


2dof Jul, 1463 5 ſome ſay of pals 
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Lener and athers through fear of taking; 
XII. his victuals. He had I 
years, with. difgraces, and a 


1 


LETTERS dich. | 


quite uncommon; but efj 
eonduct ſo clear, fo exact, 
cumſpect, that we may ſay, 22 
Happineſs of a people could 4 on the 
intention of their king, the happineſs of 
France had been ſecured 1 ages. 
He always foreſaw the appr . 
rations which his ſon veg make in the 
adminiſtration, but without having the 
fortitude to put the neceſſary obſtacles to 
t them; which he! might eafily 
=! by a deliberation of the 
— concetted and ſup · 
d by All che formalities for rendering 
it certain and inviolable. And thus it wa 
that this moſt frugal and mot methodical 
government made room for the moſt atbi · 
trary reign, and the moſt contrary to the 
antient laws and regulations that Lot 
had ever yet endured, 
Louis Xl. aged thirty-elp bt, Seins to 


E have acquired a — maturity: he 
had even felt the -uſefol eontradickiom of 


became thereby but the more hardened, 
. er e aud e. 


adverſity, and oppoſition to his will, dur- 
ing the ſpace of fourteen years: neverthe- 
leſs, experience ſhews, by his example, 
that an evil temper-never mends, fince be 


tous 


1 
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tous of the wealth of private perſons, of Letter 
which he was the firſt that imagined he XII. 
had a right to diſp ſe, in order to make L- 7 
himſelf 1 at hs to ſay, in the ſenſe” 

he took it, pe ready to commit 

fort of crime, and obey 21 his rare Gar 

It is aid, that this prince united in his F cha. 
perſon all the odious qualities of ſeveral- of a 
his family; the fierce. and bloody temper 

of king Jeb, and Philip of Huli, his 
forefathers; the too great foreſight w_ 
Charles V. the prodigality of Loui duke 
of Anjou, his maternal grandfather; the 
perfidy and malice of 1/abella of Bauaria; 
and, in fine, the miſtruſtful temper of | 
his father. But the picture of this prince 
having been drawn by an incomparable ' 


hand in the hiſtory of his time, it would 
be imprudent and raſh to add any inferior 
„ 
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General confiderations on the former reign, 
Acceſſion of Ring Louis XI. Hir cha- 
rater, and bis conduct until rbe treaty 
of Conflans in 146 5. Aſemòô ly ef . 
frables at Tours in 1463; and of the 
Aates.- general at Tours the 61h of Au- 


Letter I N my former letters, 1 have run over 


XIII. I the reignsof a great number of princes 

ol diverscharaQters : they all fate upon the 

ſame throne ; but they all behaved in ſo 

different a manner, that except one fingl' 

point, which was the idea of ſubduing 

their people, annihilating the great lords, 

and rendering their own authority deſpo- 

tick, we may ſay, that their maxims of 

government had no more connection with 

each other, than with thoſe of the Chineſe 

or Tartarian monarchies. We may, ne- 

vertheleſs, obſerve, that they did not fail 

to conduct their poſterity to the end they 
propoſed to themſelves ſo many ages a 

ech, 


But in order to attain that end 

the adminiſtration of cardinal Ricbelien, 
and the reign of Louis XIV. made 2 
Pp ; 7 greater 
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the attempts of the 


fore I enter into a detail of the reign of 
Louis XI. the ableſt, and at the fame 
time the moſt. evil-minded of all our 
kings until the þ; _ cent bd har lead 
you to ſome 4 politi 
the fate of the La. Raf er bees | 
the eleven centuries that preceded it. 


'$ 


TID F 


what they were in the days of The/eus and 


| was conceived even in the boſom of liber- * 
ty, and practiſed from the reign. of Au- 
guſtus, un Fil the invaſion of Gaul by the 
French, had accuſtomed the people to miſ- 
take that ſentiment, formerly 4 natural and 
ſo interwoven with the love of one's coun- 
try. In the room of that ſentiment, there 
ſprung up, as in our days, the only paſ- 
ſions allowed to thoſe who have no longer 
the uſe of liberty ; ;..a.. thirſt for money, 
expence, and vain amuſement ; becauſe. 
real and ſolid pleaſures ate unknown to 
thoſe who are ignorant of the value of li- 
berry. Our Frenchmen. wete an ignorant | 
unpoliſhed people; but, nevertheleſs, paſ- 
ſionately fond of e ſo that 
* b nee cited, ta manage them, 


n 


[IO — _— * LL __— he — * 


Ul 


greater progreſs in ninety map N bevy Lens 


doin 1200. Give me leave then, fir, by Ye 


Kings are men; but men are no longer Confider- 


Codrus kings of Athens, nor what the Ro- "be reigns D 
man generals were, who fo gloriouſly la- preceded 
boured for their country. Slavery, which 24 9 


_ who having formed his armies" in Ger 


— 
LY 
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as any foreigner might alſo hi done 


well that T ns CH ARI ENtAONR, 
the inſtitutor of the fiefs, the reſtoter of 


ſtead of it; 1 purſi 


ror of the French was ſupporteck by lis | 


4114 zaleneß, eg e redhoc 12 * Me 
get themſelves, they eaſily betame- — 
conqueſt of one of their own countrymen, 


mum, came and triumphed over 


Happily there iſſued from his'hlood, in 
the 2 7 zenetation, a prince truly g rea 
by his talents, and the qualities of his ſoul; - 
but til greater by his good intention, 'ac- 
companied with the learning and know- 
ledge | nec for forming an excellent 
polſeician and legiſtator. You! ſee ver) 
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the parliaments or commor aſſemblies and 
the faithful preſeryer of equality amongthe 
French, the eſſential foundation of our 
conſtitution; which the kings have, be- 
vertheleſs, overthrown, in order to fubſti- 
tute dignities of their own invention *. 


at the fame time, of extraction me i | ; 
nough to ſtand in need of ſuch file 


faid that che intention of this firft empe- 


learning and knowledge: and, indeed, | 
nothing greater can be * * be 


2 


» W 


* 
| 
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— 


bliſhed ic by the firſt pattition he made a- 


mongſt his children. Nevertheleſs, - fate,m 
ordained that-inſtead of this partition, the the De. 


ſucceflion devolved entir 1 Louis the vout . 


Devout.; a perſon of a character as unfit, 
to maintain its wiſe eſtabliſhments, as he 
was incapable of conceiving the greatneſs 
and utility of them. He was not only de- 
vout, and ſupported the ſentiments of de- 
votion by a ſeverity which he thought eſ- 
ſential to his dignity; but he piqued him- 
{lf on having ſo great a diſguſt to all hu- 
man ſciences, that, according to the hiſto- 


| rian- who writ his life, he made uſe of 
| none but ſcripture expreſſions in his com- 


mon diſcourſe; and could not imagine + 


that there were any men ſtill attached to 


the reading of poets or profane hiſtorians, 


pleaſed to ſpeak, in the holy books. Such 
Was the man who found umſe charged 8 
with the ſucces of the eſtabliſhments form- 
ed by Charlemagne, and in whoſe hands. 
they all periſhed by the ame principle that 
monarchy amongſt bis * | 


Louis attempting to imitate 


, 995 4 — 4 n Ferre 
„Eu often called the Deborma 
hiftory, which fignifies affable, court fly, 
in a manner quite oppoſite to the main of 
You EE 
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21 "LETTERS on fe on 
Letter conſequence was civil wars, Which di- 
XIII. vided the domination, and made his ſuc- 


V ceflors loſe the efleem, and afterwards the 
authority, without which a man bears in 
vain the titles of St. Louis and Chark- 


magne. I touch but ſlightiy on theſe 


points of our hiſtory, ſuppoſi 


OH 
are ſufficiently: infirated. in them by the 
peruſal with. en you vrere pleaſed to 


favour the works I. icſtined: for 
them, The fame reaſon will diſpenſe with 


me from fixing your attention on the e-· 


vents of the reſt of the ſecond race, not 


one of thoſe former kings having had any 
inclination to form a Polis ſyſtem, 1 


fhall therefore proceed without ſeruple to 
the kings ſprung from Hugh: Caper; who, 


we may ſay, confined all his policy to the 
bringing the crown into 1 which 
had aſpired to that dignity for 200 yeat 
together. We cannot then remark a/ 
other ſort of forefight in him, than that 


of acquiring a larger dominion, and 1 
more eminent title than what he ' was pol 
ſeſſed of, without being able to fay,tht 
de ever propoſed to himſelf either the fel- 
city of the people, or the duty of king 
and the obligation they contract with ther 
ſubjects, to render them happy, and e 
cute their fortunes and their repoſe. 4 
that he did ſeems to be r a 
. to certain churches, been 
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ſtood in need of the prieſts and monks, in Letter 
order to gain credit with theſe, who, XIII.“ 
through prepoſſeſſion in favour of the — 
blood of Charlemagne, ſtill ſhewed ibem- 
ſelves averſe to his oſorpation but the 
publick good never was his object: on the 
other hand, that prince was ſuperſtitious, 
xs is evident by his watchings at St. R- 

lier s tomb, with à deſire of knowing 
the deſtiny of his N t but /uperſiztton. 
implies 1gnorance; | a man. 
very diſtant from the great and fopreme- 
views of a legiſlator, unleſs he acts in con- 
ſequence of a natural diſpoſition, which is 
ſtill rarer than inſtruction, and has more - 

ing itſelf. 
but to a known object, by a ſort of ex- 
perience which in that reſpect ſupphes the 
place of education. Here I find myſelf 
embarraſſed, left in relating in this letter 
the detail of the conduct and the govern- 
ment of our monarchs, until Louis XI, 
fhould fall into any needleſs repetitions, 
whatever care I may take to avoid them. 
However, as my deſign is not fo much to 
zive a detail of the actions, as that of the 
particular character of every prince, I hope 
[ _ propoſe —— —— what is 
new; if not ſo im r Nas en biſto- | 
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214 LET TE RS one 
Letter King Robert's character does not appear 

XIII. to have differed from his father's: we find 

1 that he employed the advantages of his e- 

1 ducation in perfectioning the church mu- 

ſick, which he did not diſdain to dire& 

himſelf, and to compoſe hymns and an- 

thems, in which we find a fort of ecclefi- 

aſtical or monkiſh doctrine and taſte: but 

in other reſpects we don't perceive that he 

was leſs eager to aggrandize- himſelf by 

private means and ſtratagems. In hi 

reign France was governed only as a great 

lordſhip, the vaſſals of which granted ot 

refuſed obedience as they pleaſed, the king 

having neither force nor authority to con- 

ftrain them: wherefore. we need not 

wonder, that thus reduced to a private 

condition, though veſted with the mag: 

nificent title of king of the Frencb, nei 

ther Robert nor his ſucceſſors. had any ge- 

neral views beſides thoſe of acquiring and 

extending their dominions, when :they 

had opportunity and power to do it; and 

in caſes of neceſſity, em ploying the ut- 

| moſt violences, even ſo far as to rob and 

| trip paſſengers in the woods and high- 

Way.. ain 

O Louis We have formerly ſaid that Louis ile 

the Grois. 'Groſs, taken up in his youth with petty 

private quarrels with the lords in the neigh- 

| bourhood- of Paris, -Rochefart, and o- 

cher places, was nevertheleſs the firſt who 
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carried his views to the conſideration of Letter 


1 general affairs, when the reputation of his XIII. 
d WF valour and capacity was ſufficiently eſta- WWNI 
a bliſhed to procure reſpect to be paid to his 
5 authority. In fact, he fo effectually found 
cout the method to embarraſs the great 

= vaſſals of the crown, ſuch as the dukes of 


* 


Normandy, kings of England, the counts 
of Flanders, the dukes of Aguitaine, and 
the counts of Anjou, and ſet them againſt | 
each other by the divifions which he knew 
how to raiſe in their domeſtick aftairs,: that 
he put it out of their power to op- 
poſe his defigns. . It was by theſe means 
that in 1124, he obliged: his feodotaries 

of the provinces of Paris, Orleans, Cham- 
pagne, and Picardy alone, to form an ar- 
my of 200, ooo men, in order to oppoſe 
the emperor Henry the fifth's intended 
invaſion of France: that he aſſumed: to 
himſelf the authority of judging between 
the competitors to the county of Flanders, 
after the death of Charles of Denmark, 
killed at Bruges in the year 1129-8, and 
ſovereignly diſpoſing of it in favour of 

William of Normandy, ſon to Robert: 

that he ordered, even in the year 1118, 

Aimon de Bourbon to appear in his court, to 

receive judgment for uſurping the ſueceſ= _ 
ſion of his elder brother Ar chambault, in 1 — jo AS 
Prejudice - of the ſon he had leſt: that at 
different times he forced the lords; g 
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Mark Coucy, St. Bricon, © on Br river 
Loire, to ſubmit to his juſtice: and, in 


ne, chat he managed the duke of Apui. 


faint's temper with ſo much addreſs an 

ability, that the duke, by' marrying his 
daughter to Louis the Young, left Frame 
heir to his dominions at his deith.- It i; 
therefore certain, that in the number of 
the Coperian kings, none of them before 


him knew better than! he did how to make 


the moſt of conjunctures, to © 


Louis 


the 
Young, 


— Auguſt. 


, ne- 
gociate, flatter, threaten,” and rake ad. 
vantage of every event. But after all 
we plainly ſee that his fortune never was 
ſo great as to be able to give him any 0. 


ther authority in favour of the public 
00d, but that of puniſhing flagrant difor- 
they had me mon "and. "bot 


ers after 
that of preventing them. 
Louis the Dung was a Ney. 5b 
prinee, 1 e ae ef l by the rwo 
enormous faults he committed. By etigag- 
ing himſelf in a war beyond fea, and 1 
bandoning Aquitaine ; by repudiating hi 
criminal wife, who was — . — "at 
leaſt by the voice of the püblick, he 3. 
ver found himſelf in a condition to con. 


ceive or execute any thing for the public 


good. Bur de left the crown to @ prince 


of ce who raiſed its ſplendor and authority, with 
ip the 


more glory than it had had ſince tie rime 


of the gms ex His minority wa 


| Conducted 
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conducted by Philip of Alſace, count of Letter 
Flanders, the beſt man of that time, who XIII. 
was ſo zealous in the education of his pu. 


pil, and the advancement of his intereſt, 
that having no children, he made him 
marry his neice, and gaye. for her portion 
the county of Artois, with the adjacent 
territories along the river Lis, and the 
lands holding of it. But gratitude is not 
always the favourite victue of thoſe. who 
aim at becoming able politicians, Pap 
was prejudiced againſt the count of Hau- 
ders, by his uncle the cardinal of Cham- 
pagne, who, made himſelf maſter of the 
government, and inſtilled, into him the 
notion of governing his ſtate by artifice 
and Jiſcord ; but nevertheleſs joining va- 
lour and force to them, according as occa- 
fion required. The pretext. of defending 
the churches 3 oppreſſion of the 
lords, appeared above all things to be of 
great ſervice to him: and that was the mo- 
tive of the particular wars he undertook 
againſt the lords of Charenton in Berry, 
and Beaujeu, and the count of Chalons, on 
the river Sgone. And, indeed, it was 
convenient for his project, to humble the 
weakeſt, and ſtrike a terror into them be. 
fore he attacked the ſtrongeſt. The car- 


dinal made him afterwards, undertake a 


war againſt his benefactor the count of 
Hlangers, out of whoſe hands he wreſted 
ion f n _—_—_ 
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Letter Picardy, then called the county of Pe 
XIII. mandois. Soon after he led him into Bur- 
9 gundy, where he forced the duke to very 
hard terms of ſatisfaction, towards the 
clergy of that dutchy. And theſe ſeveral 
advantages giving him room to hope for 
greater ſucceſſes, he attacked the king of 
England, who was then poſſeſſed of half 
of Hane; but whoſe old age and miſ- 
underſtanding with his 2 greatly 
diminiſhed his power, 
In this manner Philip governed Fre, 
before the cruſade; but at his return he 
took ſtill a greater liking to eraftineſs and 
authority: a conduct which put him in 
poſſeſſion of Normand Su er or 
 Touraine, Poitou, an Berr 2 on 
having never been able to get back ſe 
provinces, through the misfortune of a * 
viſion, which Philip knew how to conduct 
and keep up with ſo much art, that Louis 
his only ſon had thereby like co have be- 
come king of England, having been 
crowned in London with the conſent of 
the people and the grandees. Such was 
the great Philip, called“ Dreu-donnt, - 2 
bold enterpriſing king; no way ſcrupulous, 
but cautious, and almoſt reer te- 
rd to the clergy, whoſe power he 'was 
well equine wich" fo that he let the 
_ Pope and his'councils diſpoſe of their con- 
We over the Albigenſes in bs 


men by God, or God's gift,” 


auth 


= 


e 


V Ro Woe ak 


Antient Parliaments of FRANCE: 


authority. We cannot, however, rank Letter 
him in the number of juſt and well- XIII. 
meaning princes, witneſs the ordinance P 


called ftabrlimentum feudorum of the year 
1205, and in his youth, the law-ſuit car- 


ried on againſt one of the moſt virtuous 


princeſſes that France ever had, Iſabeau of 
Hainault; whoſe divorce, projected by the 
cardinal of Champagne, ſupported in his 
deſign by mercenary biſhops, was defeated 
only by the oppoſition of the. biſhop. of 
Senlis. It is not then in ſo ee 
ſo crafty a character as this, that we muſt 
ſeek for the intention and the neceflary ta- 


lents for reſtoring a good and wiſe go- 


vernment, ſuch as it was deſigned by Char- 
lmagne's plan. On the contrary, we 
ſee that this prince ſtudied nothing 
but how to deſtroy the particular lord- 
ſhips, and unite; them to his domain; and 
that with this view he imagined in the be- 
ginning, that it would be impofible to ſue- 
ceed in it without introducing the cuſtom 


of keeping up troops in pay; a ching un- 


known till his rein. 

Louis VIII. did not live long ; but l in 
his ſhort reign we have very oertain teſti- 
monies that the moſt ſolemn oaths were 
not, in his opinion, an unſurmountable 
engagement; and that his zeal againſt! hete- 
ticks was often ſtirred up by his own inte- 


reſt. In other reſpects he was pious and de- 


vout, according to the faſhion of thoſe days, 
with- 


220 L E T\ T E R S on the 
Letter without knowing any thing of the goſpel or 
XIII. its principles: a ſituation very diſtant from 

V chatof achriſtian and enlightened king, who 
thinks he owes to his people, beſides good 
government under his authority, the nece(. 

Mary precautions to prevent its being ever a. 
buſed by bis ſucceſſors, Nevertheleſs, we find 
that all thoſe princes ſince Luis VI. ſeem 
to have applied themſelves in ſome mez- 
ſure to the order of juſtice ;, having ſup- 
ported the uſe of the parliaments, which 
ought to have been conſidered as the pub- 
lick tribunal of the nation, had there 
been more liberty and knowledge of na- 
tutal right in them. But to judge of them 
by that of Melun (for we know nothing that 
can exceed it) we cannot help forming a 
moſt lamentable idea both of the king, 
and prelates by whom it was compoſe), | 
Taouis IX. full of juſtice and the exacteſ 
piety, and moreover, always guided by the 
pureſt intentions, certainly wanted know- 
ledge for governing his kingdom on à folid 
plan, ſuitable to its diſpoſitions. We may even 
add, that far from being acquainted with 
them, he ſeems to have opened the dour 
to all the diſorders which have ha ppene 
ſince his reign. In fact, this king, 
mild, and ſo compaſſionate, in regard 
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ly into his head, that he was accountable Letter 
: God for all the evil that might ha 

n in his kingdom : in that perſuaſion * 
. courts of juſtice, or af reſort and 
appeal, which had never been in uſe beforg; 
he eſtabliſhed four great bailiwicks, in or- 
der to {ſecure this new police, and veſted 
the officers whom he put isto them, with 
the power to take cognizance of the cauſes 
of eccleſiaſticks and privileged per ſons, of 
which he was — to dip the great 
fefs ſtill remaining at that time. It was 

then no longer time to oppoſe the kings SE | 
will, except one Was far enough from him 
not to dread his hearing of it. Beſides, St. 
Louis, under a pretext of rendering the judg- 
ments of the parliament tnore exact, intro- 
duced the Jettered men into it, on account 
of the extreme and notorious ignorance of 
the lords ang eecleſiaſticks it eonſiſted of; and 
we ſee by the rolls we have left, that thoſe 
lettered men held a rank there very un- 
ſuitable to them, above all that was great 
in the ſtate. Theſe are the moſt fignal 
actions pet for mod by the good St. Lauis 
in favour of his people, without minding 
the abuſes which might be the — 
ces of this exceſſive — of the autho- 
rity of the kings: which abuſcs waited, 
indeed, but the ſecond generation to break 
out. 80 true is it, that Devouts ate ale 


" much more enclined to aſſume to 
them 
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Letter themſclves the power of doing the good 
XIII. they fancy, than to leave to other men that 
| = of which they are in legal poffeſſion. 


There is little to be ſaid of Phil 
m, whoſe knowledge and capacity were 
very narrow. But his ſucceffor "furniſhed 
a vaſt ſubject for reflections in my former 
letters, as did [likewiſe the reigns of his 


three children and immediate ſucceſſors; 


in which, nevertheleſs, we can obſerve no 


otkier view but that of a perſonal intereſt, 


reduced to the meaneſt and moſt contempt- 
tble maxims in civil ſociety, and conſe- 
quently the moſt odious in gteat men. 
The ſequel of the hiſtory obliges us 
next to conſider the kings of the houſe of 
Yalots; among whom we can find but one 
that was wiſe; but who, on the other hand, 
was ſelf-intereſted; litigious, attached to 
formalities and trifles: a quality inconfi- 
ſtent with the character of a genius capa- 
ble of forming and executing what was of 


moſt advantage to the publick good, a- 


cording to the JuriQure of affairs, We ſee, 
on the contra! „that Charles V. loved 


ioney too much; induced thereto hy 
_ miniſter, a cardiihal who being of very 


mean birth, could not conceive that any | 
thing was ſo uſeful as the heaping up trea- 


ſure; which was, nevertheleſs, diffipated 


and plundered two months after the death 


of that OTE „ Who: had drawn it I 
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his people in the midſt of the calamities Letter 
of an inteſtine war, that continued af- XIII. 
terwards during the ſpace of forty years. 


| Thus this treaſure was of no. uſe to its ma- 
| ſter, and never was in the poſſeſſion of his 
| ſucceſſor. And, indeed, if we reflect a 


little on the publick good, on the admi- 
niſtration and government of a monatchy. 
we ſhall find that as there are times favou- 
rable to certain diſcoveries, in like man- 
ner there are others ſo. barren- in expedi- 
ents, that ſtates periſh in the midſt of the 
moſt evident reſources, for want of genius 
to make uſe of them. And experience 
teaches us further, that private men per- 
ceive thoſe reſources when princes remain 
blinded by a ſort of fatality, which gave 
riſe to the famous maxim, Quorum Deus 
vult fortunam perdere confilia corrumpit. 
But on the other hand, that maxim has this 
impropriety. in it, that it makes us. look 
upon the fortune of princes as the only 
object of providence, - without conſidering 
the people, or the condition.or fortune of 
ſtates, of which | princes. cannot be the 
patrimonial poſſeſſors, but in the ſuppoſi- 
tion of the ſyſtem of the fiefs, by which 
the kings of France, who have abuſed it 
ſo much, reaped nevertheleſs ſo much he- 
nefit, that we may ſay it was the only 
thing that maintained them on the throne, | 
Without throwing . either their perſonal 
ET merit 
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Letter merit of good conduct into the kale; 2 
XIII. 


Charles 
VI. 


is proved by che detail of their ſeveral | 


Charles VI. Gated Charks: v. 8 | 
his government muſt be confideret in the 


_ fame light wich thoſe of king John and 


diforderty conduct and wrong notions of 


arbitrary and defpotick power, contrary 


to all the rules of juſtice and euſtoms, aud 


againſt natural right and publick faith, 
drew upon unhappy France the ſtorm of 


the Engliſb war, which would have ruin- 
ed the monarchy at laſt, if deſtiny had 


Hot filled England in its turn with divi- 


fions and jeatonfies, and placed à prince 
on that throne, who ſeemed to have in- 
herited his grandfather s folly rather than 
his crown. Such is then the common fate 
of hereditary monarchies, which gives binth 
to fifty bad, unskilful, mad, or evikmind- 
ed princes, for one of great courage and 
good underſtanding : theſe tO qualities 
being the eſſential foundation, without 
which it is abſurd to hope that a prince 
will ever have any ſolid and eFocinad views 
to the publick good. 2 18 
In fine, we have ſeen that Charks vn. 
inſtructed by experience and advetſity, 
without having either a brilliant wit, or 
a cheerful character, but a free and up. 
right heart, ſupported with courage and 
vt 1 
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own fon, might 


crown, he 


unnatural ſon againſt his authority, and e- 


ought to have employed, in order to ob- 
ſtruct the deſigns he had formed to ruin 
the fortune of all his creatures and to a- 
buſe, rather than make uſe of the pitch 


of the Engliſp. Now, there is no man 
but is ſenſible at preſent, that if Charles 
VII. had aſſembled the ſtates- general, and, 


civil 


of it, vi. the blame of the lictle precau- 
tion that prince took againſt the abuſes. 
which his ſacceffors, and particularly bis 
introduce by it. It is 
true, that full of a juſt reſentment of the 
il conduct of that undeniable heir to his 
thought leſs of averting the di- 
ſtant misfortunes which threatened the 
ſate, than of taking meaſures to fruſtrate. 
the particular and daily attempts of that 


ven againſt his life; which was the rea- 
ſon that he neglected the remedies: he 


of grandeur and authority to which the 
monarchy was raiſed fince the expulſion 


according to the antient cuſtom, reſtorett. 
them to the right of adviſing the mo- 
narch both in regard to war and peace; 
of chuſing proper perſons for filling the 


2a 5 


a good intention, in a few years recover d Letter 
his kingdom oat of its ruins, by a wiſe XIII. 
police, that had ſomething in it of the 
antient eftablifſhments which time and N 
war had deſtroyed. Tbere is but one 

thing to add to the detail we have given 
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Letter civil and military employments z of con- 
XIII. ſenting to impoſts, and granting the pe. 
| EV cuniary aids neceffary for the publick fer- 
| | vice ; and in fine, that if he had reſtored 
4 F the body of the nobleſſe to their natural 
rights, and the advantages they poſ- 
| ſeſſed before the Engi/h war, the _ 
ment of which was interrupted only 
preſerve the throne to the houſe of 2 
(a thing naturally very indifferent to ibe 
whole ſtate, and which nothing but the 
affection of the French rendered Bande 
Charles VII. would, undoubtedly, by that 
| fingle method, have ſolidly an effectual- 
I ly prevented all the calamities which. o- 
ITE verwhelmed France after his death, But 
| | ſome remains of complaiſance for the ſub- 
J miſſion ſhewn to his ſon by all the orders 
of the ſtate, joined to his natural timi- 
} dity, and in ſhort the want of a council 
| firm and honeſt enough, were the cauſe 
El that; after attempting in vain to diſinhe- 
| | Tit that diſobedient rebellious ſon, he com- 
prehended at laſt, that it would be im- 
poſſible to put che ſecond on the throne, 
who was too young, and of too weak 2 
complexion to go through a civil rar, 
without expoſing him to a certain ven- 
geance, which might coſt him his life; and 
therefore he choſe rather to. refer his cauſe 
and that of France to ag * * 
chance of events. bs 
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It was then in theſe odious circumſtan- Letter 
ces, that Louis XI. mounted the throne. XIII. 
He was conducted to Rheims by Philip the Cx. 
Good, duke of Burgundy, who had given XI., 
him a retreat in his dominions during his reign. 
diſgrace, and was crowned the 15th of Au. Ti d. 
guſt 1461, with all poſſible ſolemnity, and . 
an extraordinary concourſe of 1 A and 
lords. The King created feveral knights 
in that ceremony; but the principal cir- 
cumſtance that happened, was the homage 
performed by the duke * Burgundy his 
bene factor; after which the good prince 
asked pardon on his knees, for all thoſe. 
whom he thought had offended him du- 
rig his father's reign, and begged him to 
grant it, in the firſt place, for the love of 
God; in the next, to ſhew that he was 
pleaſed with the ſervices he had rendered 
him in his exile ; but chiefly, for his own 
glory, and the peace of the kingdom, 
which could not be at reſt without a total 
oblivion of all the faults that might have 
been reciprocally committed. The king 
Indeed promiſed it, but excepted certain 
perſons whom he would not then name; 
and under the pretext of that exception, 
he fully ſhewed afterwards that he had not 
pardoned any of them. © 
From Rheims he made his entry into Pa- 
715 with a prodigious retinue, and ſoon after 
he took a journey into Bretagne, under the 
pretext of a pilgrimage ;'but in reality to re- 
Vo , II. | 55 T con- 
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connoitre the ſtrengthof the country himſelf, 
and endeavour to ſettle ſome private corre- 
ſpondence in it. He had formed a deſign to 
carry off the dutcheſs of Bretagne, widow of 
duke Peter, in order to marry her to the 
duke of Savoy, his brother-in-law; and ſhe 


woas to have been brought up the Loire: but 


the very night that the project was to be put 
in execution, the river was frozen over, tho 


but in the month of November. This both 
the king's and the dutcheſſes friends looked 
upon as a miracle, becauſe that princeſs had 


made a vow to be a Carmelitę nun, which 


| vow ſhe performed as ſoon as ſhe found her- 


Charac- 


ter of that 
prince, 


ſelf at liberty to do ſ ©: _ 

Louis XI. had, without diſpute, great 
talents for governing; a glearneſs and won- 
derful vivacity of judgment; a ſingular 


quickneſs of imagination; a great deal of 


art and facility of ſpeech ; great courage 


in war, and a liberality worthy. of the pri 
mitive heroes, But on the other hand, 


he had no ſincerity of heart: his reſolu- 
tions never aimed at any. thing but craft 
and diſguiſe,” which his petulant temper 
often diſcovered to men of even the loy- 


_ eſt abilities; but he had likewiſe the att 
of concealing them very well from thoſe 


ing ever dange 
even to his confidents. Nevertheleſs, hi 


who were capable of being enſuared by 
the Harne of his dignity, and his ſeem- 
miliarity, which was ever dangerovs 


love, which aibutd every thing 


. anew V 
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himſelf without meaſure, and without at Letter 
tention to his duty, was the moſt fatal of XIII. 
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all his bad qualities; becauſe it was the ve. 


ry quality that made a diſtinction between 
the intereſt of the monarch, and the inte- 
reſt of the ſtate: a diſtinction which has 
ever fince unfortunately ſubſiſted in the 
hearts of our kings, except Louis XII. 
and Henry IV. who ſeem to have ſome- 
times ſacrificed their private intereſt to the 
general and common advantage of their 
country. Moreover, Louis XI. made pro- 
ſeſſion of being implacable in his reſent- 
ment, and the hatred he had once de- 
clared: but ſtill it is obſerved; that when 
he knew of any men of capacity among 
his enemies, he was leſs intent upon hating 
than gaining them over to his ſide, and that 
when he had once attached them to him, 
by benefactions and exceſſive liberalities, 
he afterwards placed a much more unre- 
ſerved confidence in them than in any of 
his old ſervants; . To which we muſt 
further add, that he was infinitely ſubject 
to his humour, or rather particular ca- 
price ; the leaſt ſuſpicion blotted out all 
manner of remembrance of former ſer- 
vices ; and motives to that ſuſpicion were 


Often drawn from the ſlighteſt ſigns of con- 
| tradiction to his will; while, on the o- 


ther hand, he would not take offence at 
a declared oppoſition, when he thought 


y 2 — rr 5 *s | 
he had diſcovered the cauſe of it, either 
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Letter in the intereſt of the perſon that made it, 
XIII. or in a principle of evident juſtice; whe- 
GYV ther he had in reality any reſpect for ju- 


| ice, or whether he fixed his reputation 


to that point. His ſuperſtition was be- 
yond all meaſure, and we ſhould hardly 
believe hiſtory in that article, had it not 
preſerved indiſputable evidence of it; yet, 
with all his devotion, he had no true idea 


of religion: pilgrimages, relicks, images, 


votive maſſes, were the greateſt objects of 
his piety ; while his heart, filled with jea- 
louſy, revenge, and the baſeſt defigns, was 
in ſome meaſure inacceſſible to the com- 
mon ſentiments of humanity. Covetous 
of the wealth of his ſubjects, without ei- 
ther rule or caution, he was profuſely li- 
beral towards the leaſt of thoſe whom he 


thought he could employ in the execution 


of ſome odd, fantaſtick deſign; and ne- 
ver gave any thing but with - regret, to 


thoſe who had been really ſerviceable to 
him, when the fancy of employing them 


was over. In other reſpects, never did a 
prince ſo eaſily deliver himſelf up to the 
paſſions of hope and fear, which render- 
ed him the moſt reſtleſs and agitated king 
that we know of in hiſtory. He truſted 


as much to his dexterity and skill, as he mil- 


truſted events: a reaſon which prevailed 
upon him to be every where, and manage 


every thing himſelf, Negligent of his repu- 


| tation 


7 


Antient Parliaments of FRANCE. 


ation in the article of probity, he main- Letter 
tained it at all hazards in relation to cou- XIII. 
rage. We have till one of his letters to. WW 


the grand maſter de Chabannes, in which 
he proves that he expoſed his perſon at 
Arras, where he was wounded, becauſe 
the duke of Bretagne had caſt ſome aſper- 
ſions on his courage in war. Tho' fami- 
lar and ſincere in appearance, no monarch 
ever exacted more ſubmiſſion; and tho 
ſuch a character ſeems but little ſuſceptible 
of the baits of flattery, never did any prince 
ſo much favour men of mean birth and 
and infamous character, whom he drew 
near his perſon in order to receive from 
them in private, thoſe applauſes which the 
voice of the people denied him in publick; 
or, what was ſtill much worſe, to execute 
the bloody and fatal reſolutions he had ta- 
ken, to which thoſe wretches were al- 
ways diſpoſed: ſuch were the cardinal de 
la Balue, the abbot of St. John d Angeli; 
Triſtan I Hermite, Oliver le Daim, and ſe- 
veral others. Thus the character of Louis 
XI. was really a medley of qualities as 
oppoſite to each other, as they were con- 
trary to his repoſe and his glory; tho they 
were favourable to his policy, which was 
the ſoul and primum mobile of all that he 
did or thought. We muſt, however, ac- 
knowledge, that notwithſtanding the re- 
proaches caſt on his memory theſe 
ee 


212 LETTERS or Wor: 
Letter * 250 years paſt, it isnevertheleſs that poli. 
XIII. cy which, according according to the old 
EV faying, brought the kings out of leading. 
ſtrings (hors de page) by puniſhing them with 
the maxims and practices upon which they 
built the deſpotick power they now exerciſe, 
3 This king took poſſeſſion of the ſove- 

» FUrNS : . 

out all his reign power, to which he had ſo long a- 
father's ſpired, in the worſt of diſpoſitions for the 
min;/ters. grandees and the people; that is to ſay, 
with a reſolution to treat France as a con- 
quered country : being perſuaded that his fa- 
ther's memory was 1n too great veneration, 
for him to be able to flatter himſelf that they 
would forget the injuries he had done him. 
This is what determined him to turn out all 
the officers employed by Charles VII. ei- 
ther in the war, the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, or the finances: which, in fact, 
was the ſole motive of ſetting the duke of 
Allenkon at liberty, reſtoring the houſe of 
Armagnac to its poſſeſſions,” and revoking 
the progmatick ſanction, which had been 
And pro- the maſter- piece of the laſt reign. But 
poſes the beſides thoſe alterations, he had two other 
lie half objects in view, which took up his whole 
of Bur. life; fo far did he think them worth the 
gundy utmoſt efforts of his capacity and power. 
and Bre. 'Thoſe objects were no leſs than the deſtruc- 
tagne. tion of the two houſes of Bretagne and Bur- 
* This chronology will do at preſint, the" it mo 
faulty in the time the author turit, which auas ame 
twenty years ago. Perhaps the error may be wing l 
the editor of his works in French, N 


tun 


1 << TXI7" A. T7 


C 


Antient Parliaments of FR ANcg. 233 
gundy: the firſt weak in appearance, and ea- Letter 
y to be diſturbed, by dividing the lords in a XIII. 
province then little better than barbarous; LAN 
the ſecond, extremely powerful, both inthe 
vaſt extent of its dominions, and the good 
adminiſtration of the reigning prince ; who 
had alſo an infinite advantage over Louis 
XI. by the notoriety of the friendly offices 
which that king had receiv'd from the 
duke, and which ought to have made him 
love and protect his houſe, inſtead of con- 
triving its deſtruction: but a ſecret anti- 
pathy againſt the count of Charolois, which 
Louis, nevertheleſs, knew how to conceal _ 
three years together, under all the appear- 
ances of friendſhip, determined him, at 
laſt, in the courſe of the fourth year, to 
attempt to get him carried off from the 
midſt of his dominions, even from the 
Hague, which then began to be one of the 
moſt conſiderable towns in Holland. That 
enterprize, however, had not the expect- 
ed ſucceſs; but left all the infamy of it to 
the king, and to the count of Charolois, 
the heir of Burgundy, all the reſentment 
it deſerved. 14 7010 59916 

It was then that the old duke's prodemmd 2 of 
and love of peace gave way to the deſire % war = 
of revenge : — the facility he found to 7 
take it ſpeedily, and with reputation, lickgood. 
lighted up in 1465, the war of the pub- 
lick good; which, properly ſpeaking, was 
' a general revolt of all the grandees of the 
„ king- 
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Letter kingdom ; and in which the king would 
XIII. have been infallibly borne down, if Paris 
＋◻ had not remained in his intereſt ; and if 


his policy, ſuperior to all the deſigns of 
his enemies, had not found 'means to di- 
vide them. The duke of Bretagne, who 
could bear no longer with Louis XI. had had 
recourſe tothe protection of England; & but 
as it was very expenſive to bim, he betook 
himſelf to intriguing. He made a ſtrict 
league with the malecontent lords, and by 
their means at laſt gained over to his fide 
the duke of Berry, the king's only bro- 
ther, a prince of a very ſlender capacity, 
but whoſe father's tenderneſs. to him had 
rendered him dear to the nation. They 
pitied his caſe, that they had not a ſubſiſ- 
tence proportioned to his birth and his 
years; the king delaying to deliver his 
appenage to him, leſt part of the nobility 
ſhould attach themſelves to his perſon, if 
he was in a condition to procure eſtabliſh- 
ments for them, Thus the intereſt of the 
grandees, which was to counterbalance 
* This is a terrible ſarcaſm on England, and what 
mates it fo, is the juſtice of it, The dukeof Bretagne 
ought to have been ſupported, even at the expence of 
England, in order to prevent the dutchy of Bretagne 
from ever falling into the hands of France, which dd 
u5 incredible damage the laſt war from the ſingle port of 
St. Malo. But we have ever been penny wiſe and 
and pound fooliſh : and about the time the author ſpeaks, 
/, all the great lords of the Engliſh council were pen. 
ſioners to Louis XI. /o much did private intereſt thun 
get the better of the publick good of the a 
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the authority of a capricious wilful kin Letter 
but without children, by the idea of the XIII. 
filing fortune of his younger brother, who VV 
was preſumptive heir to the crown, uniting 
to the general tenderneſs and compaſſion 
for him, ſoon made him a perſon of con- 
ſequence, whoſe name alone drew half 
the kingdom into the revolt. Louis the 
eleventh's policy did not allow his brother 
to be far from him; ſo that he was the 
inſeparable companion of all his travels, 

which were almoſt continual, from one 
end of the kingdom to the other. Their 
occupations at a time when there was yet 
no regular court, and conſequently neither. 
aſſembly of ladies nor play, were no- 
taing but walking and hunting. On the 
other hand, he received no inſtruction; 
the king being prejudiced againſt learning: 
ſo that finding himſelf without either cre- 
dit or authority, and without amuſements, 
he liſtened more readily to the private ad- 
vice given him concerning his fortune 
But before the entire burſting out of States of | 

this war of the publick good, Louis, Tours. 
whoſe penetration could not be deceived 
by the diſſimulation of the malecontents, 
aſſembled the notables in the city of Tours, 
in the month of December, 1403, in 
ſome meaſure to calm the minds of the 
people, and gain time for ſubduing Bre- 
tagne, while the old age of the duke of 

+ Burgundy, and the ſlowneſs of his reſolu- 

1 | tions, 


noa and 
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Letter tions, might leave him at leiſure to do it. 
XIII. We are ignorant at preſent of the form of 
that aſſembly, as well as of the number 
and condition of thoſe that compoſed it. All 

that we know, is, that Charles duke of 
Orleans, whoſe age, integrity, and rank, 

made him be looked upon as the ſecond 

man in the ſtate, having ſpoke againſt 

the abuſes in the government, his remon- 
ſtrances were received with a ſecret anger, 

and ſo much contempt, that he died with 

grief of it two days after, that is to ſay 

the 4th of January, leaving a prince un- 
der two years old, who afterwards came 

to the crown. MEE 
De king Louis XI. had for a long time uſed the 
=—_ duke of Orleans ill, becauſe his reputation 
See alone gave him umbrage ; and that was 
duke of the reaſon which made him acknowledge 
Milan, Francis Sforza, the firſt of that name, 
#79. duke of Milan, in prejudice of the right 
049" of the duke of Orleans, who was the ſon 
Qrleans, of Valentina Viſconti, legitimate | heireſs to 
and gives that great ſtate. Sforza's only title was 
Pim Ge by his having married the baſtard dapgh- 
ter of the late duke, he himſelf being the 
baſtard of another Sforza, better known 
in hiſtory. In that year 1464, Lows 
added to this acknowledgment the dona- 
tion of the lordſhip of Genoa, of which 
the king of France had been a long time 
in poſſeſſion; and to fill up the meaſuſe, 
he added to it the town of py 
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they had always reſerved to themſelves; 2 
ſignifying, at the ſame time, to all the XI 
princes of Italy, that he would look up- 
on his enemies, all ſuch as ſhould aſſiſt the 
Genoeſe againſt the duke of Milan. 

About the end of the year 1464, that The duke 
is to ſay the 4th of March, the duke of 7 Berry 
Berry, conducted by the baſtard of A. fen. -= 
magnac, and the lord of 'PEſcun, got a-'ting's 
way from the court, then at Poitiers, un- court,ond 
der favour of an embaſſy which the duke fle. 
of Bretagne ſent to the king. This flight ; 
was the ſignal of a general riſing of all the — 
lords of the kingdom. The duke of eu. 

Bourbon, and Antbony de Chabannes count 
of Dammartin, who having eſcaped out 
of the Baſtile by a ladder of ropes, and 
full of Free wort. of the ill uſage he had 
met with there, ſeized: upon Berry, the 
tower of Bourges, and all the places of 
Bourbonnois and Auvergne, and took the 
revenues into their own hands, This de- 
termined the king to turn his arms imme- 
diately to that fide, where he had great 
ſucceſs at firſt ; which, nevertheleſs, came 
to nothing but a treaty, wherein the king 
loſt all his advantages, as well becauſe the 
princes afterwards refuſed to put it in exe- 
cution, as becauſe he found himſelf obliged 
to march ſpeedily towards Paris, near 
which place the count of Charolois, hav- 
ing traverſed Picardy, the iſle of France, 
and the river Seine, came and took 3 be 

| ole 
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Letter Mont-le-Hery, in order to wait the army 


XIII. of Bretagne led by the duke of Berry, 
&Y WV Thus all the princes and the lords of the 


blood, except the count of Maine alone, 
the king's uncle, the chiefs of the nobleſ, 


and all the militia of France, were in arms 


againſt their lawful 3 before the 
capital city, which the preſence alone of 
Louis hindered from turning againſt him. 


However, he had the good fortune to fight 
his enemies ſeparately; and as it was un- 


certain which fide got the victory, we may 


judge that if they had been united, he 
would have found it a very hard matter to 


eſcape their reſentment. Chance alone 
made the count of Charolois maſter of the 
field of battle; and that was the. ſnare 
which fortune laid for him, in order to in- 


cline him, during the reſt of his life, to all 


ſorts of warlike enterprizes, which in the 
end coſt him his life, and the fortune of 


| his houſe, From Corbeil, whither the 
king ſuffered himſelf to be carried the 


night after the battle, he ſoon got to Pa- 
ris; and by a fine imitation of the uſual 
conduct of princes, too rigid in proſperity, 


and too weak under adverſity, he publiſh- 
ed an ordinance for aboliſhing all the, im- 


poſts, except thoſe which made part. of 


the five great farms. He likewiſe. eſta- 


bliſhed a council for the government, 
drawn from the parliament, the univerſity, 


* a * 4 A 1 


r OJ Va a> e 


** 


Antient Parliaments of Fx Auer - 239 


and the body of the city: and thus it was Letter 
that Louis XI. more jealous of his autho- XIII. 
rity than of his glory, paſſed a ſentence of 5YV 
condemnation upon all his former con- 7 
duct. The princes, on their fide, let their 
numerous troops moulder away, without 
employing them to attack Paris, which 
they might eaſily have forced. They i- 


magined at firſt that they might reduce it 


by famine: after which having entered 
into a negociation during the king's ab- 
ſence, they had like to have been received 
into the city withour ftriking a blow. The 
king's ſudden return made this great defignt 
miſcarry, when on tlie point of execution, 
and contraty to his expectation; for he 
was reſolved, if he had found the confe- 
derates in the city, to retire to Traly, and 
take ſhelter in the dominions of his faith- 
ful friend the duke of Milan, ho gave him 
but one ſingle advice on that occaſion, viz. 
to grant to every one of the confederates 


whatever they asked for their private ad- 


vantage, becauſe it yas the only mechod 
to divide them. n e 


With that view; the king, after ſeveral Treaty of 


private propoſals," opened a' publick con- 4 
ference near Conflans, wherein no ſcruple ,,, fin < 


was made of felling the fortune of a ſtats and the 


by private rewards, In this treaty the confede+ 
duke of Berry obtained the dutchy of %. 
Noermandy; the count of CHharblhii, tbe 
Cities along the river Somme, and the 

„ coun- 
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Letter counties of Boulugne, Montreuil, and 
XIII. Ponthieu; the duke of Bretagne, the con- 
firmation of the rights of regalia, which 

the king diſputed with him, and à vaſt 
ſum of money to indemnify him for his 
expences; the count of Armagnac had his 
lands reſtored him; the count of St. Pol 
got the conſtable's ſword, and ſo forth of 
the reſt. The inferior poſts, bailiwicks, 
captainries, governments, or lieutenant-ge- 
neralſhips, were almoſt abandoned to the 
favourites of the princes; but with this ſin- 
gular attention in the king, not to give 
any thing ſuitable to their - capacities, -but 
only what might be an occaſion of quarrel 
and diſpute between the beſt friends, Pen- 
ſions were laviſhed away in paper and 
briefs: for Louis was fully reſolved never 
to pay any, but to hole) who might be 
really uſeful to him. Thus every body 
being ſatisfied, the army broke up, in or- 
_ _ der Be the ſeveral bands to follow the lords 
who had brought them before Paris, and 
were returning to their reſpective provinces, 

| Nevertheleſs, the duke of Bretagne un- 
dertook to conduct the duke of Norman 
into his new appanage, not only to ſecure 
him the poſſeſſion of it, but alſo with a 
view of governing that unexperienced 
prince, and to make himſelf always ſo 
much the more formidable to the king 
his brother. On the other hand, the duke 
of Calabria, and the old captains whales 


ſn 
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been attached to Charles VII. pretending Letter 
that the confidence of the new duke was XIII. 
due to them, gave riſe to a diſturbance WS 
which made him loſe the whole appenage, : 
the king loſing no time to make himſelf 

maſter of it. Tis thus that a great poli- 


tician, who may ſometimes be broughglt 


into a ſnare by his paſſions; knows how to 
remedy the diſorders he himſelf has cauſed, 
by complying with neceſſity : but it is ve- 
ry rare to find any fo wiſe in theſe junctures 
as our king Louis XI. of whom we may 
ſafely ſay, that if he had had as much up- 
rightneſs of heart, as extent and ſtrength of 
genius, and penetration for judging of the 
characters of men and their ſeveral inte- 
reſts, he would have deſerved a rank a- 
mong the worthieſt of our monarchs. But 
by a fatality which bas preſided in all the 
events of the world, Apen en of the 
religion of every country, and of which 
Louis felt the effect in a particular manner 


by the conſpiracy of the publicł good ; there 
never. was an. unjuſt prince, but what was 


* puniſhed, either in his own 28 or 
in his immediate poſterity, for be diſor- / 
ders of his government. The — may 
be ſaid of thoſe who have neglected the _ 
n Wa 1 een moth Is one TY 24-4 
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Letter the other arm, in a manner, all mankind 
XIII. againſt them, either through "Contempt, 
or | defpiir and We." 
Aſembh In the month of July, 1466, i 
cle, who had ſo well experienced the neceſſiry | 

C071V0KE, 
at Paris, Of calming the minds of ſo numerous a 
people as that of the kingdom of France, 
called an aſſembly of notables, which was 
opened at Paris on the 16th of 'Fuly, be. 
ing the anniverſary of the battle of Mon. 
L. Hery. In this aſſembly, they proceed- 
ed firſt of all to the nomination of tw-enty- 
one commiſſioners, who were to make a 
total reformation in the adminiſtration of 
juſtice and the finances of the kingdom. 
But though the count of Dundjs, become 
one of the favourites fince'the treaty of 
Conflans, was at the head of this commit- 
fion, yet they concluded” nothing of im- 
ortance, or of an benefit to the publick; 
ecauſe the city of Paris was ſo .depopu- 
lated by ſickneſs, that in order to brin, ria 
habitants to it, the king was oblige 
make it an aſylum for the baniſhed aid 
= Ci A all g ee, art 
Deatꝭ of Whoſe poſterity havin ! the city 
2 me at firſt ar deuter rer ards, 'by 
of Bur- means of the dignities of the magiſtracy, tc 
255% U5 the rank of families of diſtinftion, © 
makes a The following year, the king bine 
league, a conſiderable loſs in the perſon of Phil 
1 duke of Burgundy; inafmuch as the fuc- 
gail the ceffion 88 to his fon, the Etter, 
ting, SE. who 
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who perſonally Hated Louis, — axti. | Ether || 
fices he flattered himſelf to confound: obe XII. ; 
time or another, gave full ſwing to h * " 
paſſion, and began to treat again with the = 
liſpoſlefied duke of Normandy, nt 17 1 
the duke of Bretagne his faithful a 
fact, in the month — October 00s the. 
king had notice given him that the c — of 
Alen;on, formerly condemned in Charles 
the ſeventh's reign, and ſince reſtored to 
his eſtates by, himſelf, had enteted into the 
confederacy, and promiſed to deliver up 
his places. But whatever chagrin- Louis 
might receive. from the Per a ſecond 
civil war, it ſeems he was immediately 
comforted the facility with: which he 
debauched the count of: *Perchs 5.8 duke 
of Alencon s eldeſt fon, 2 
* to deliver bim the- ca 
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of len, 


y to bear 2achery of other — 4 
provided he makes himſelf amends by a- 


nother, leſs expected and more ſenſible, . 
This loſs fo. e the ene The con- 


E mer uy the de. We can- 
Louis XI. ever — g 
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Letter propoſal bond fide, though he n " of 
XIII. the pope's legate to carry it. But it was he 
GY V himſelf that labour'd to deftroy the pragma- 


dy, and raiſed by the protection of Phil 
the Good, was looked upon by the king 2 


their mediation, to be held at Tours 


ſelf opened and cloſed the aſſembly th 
th ey 62 14th of the ſame. month, 
the e which Graſs mii ny 
next. fe oP BE | | md 7555 "I | ts Ar 
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tick ſanction, and to whom the univerſity 
of Paris in a body had ſignified their ap- 
peal to the future council, viz, the cardi- 
nal de Jouffroy, biſhop of Alby 3 * 
ing born a ſubject of the duke of Burgu 


the fitteſt perſon to bring 5 the princs to 
1 

The kin of the fates Seren vn 
then appointed by an ordinance from the 
king, after the two dukes. had accepted 


firſt. day of April, 1467-8, becauſe. Eo 
Her -Sunday did not happen that year, til 
the 17th of that month. The wo hic 


1 15. i ** 
3 1 * | 5 Hf 5 


; ; | — 
n 1 10 
* ne 

las ] 
8155 ts Ho 


L 7 * BR 


* 1 


Antient Parliaments Ll Fran CE, 
78 2 AS a PAPA; * 42 
* * 1 wb FLY Ut 


SY | 


W * F 111 
* J «<3 


LETTER XIV. 


Cmtaining. the ſe aon of the fates at Tours 
in April 1468. Several. 18 of 
Louis the eleventh's reign. Aſſembly of 
the notables at Tours in 1470. 

ordinance of Amboiſe given inc ence 
of it. And ſeveral Gert on the con 
duct of thts reign. . FIG 


H E politick ſuoke which Loa Letter | 
XI. 2 u ke by brother the XIV. 
duke of Berry, to 55 himſelf to the de- Refiefti- 
ciſion of the ſtates. of the kingdom CON= ons upon 
cerning the extent and revenue of his ap- . f 
penage, as well as the choice of the lands Aae. 

to be delivered to him for furniſhing it, "p 
was, without diſpute, . very diſadvanca- 

geous to that king in particular, and the 

intereſt of the Nate in general; if we ſap- 

poſe, that the union of the body of the 
monarchy, and the deſtruction o all the 
particular wers, ought to be looked up- 

on as the principle ſpring of the tranquil- , 

lity and wc of the ſubjects. But 5 

deed, the voice of the lick and che of 
Interior ſentiments of ds people, 'make.a aa 
ry great N thoſs 7 1 tg 
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Leitet Jets: : becauſe it is out of all manner ED 


XIV. doubt, that if the common obedience" of 
a che members ſecures the repoſe 


5 uſeleſs againſt prejudice atone, ' tho' the a- 
dhe cafe. This is what has been notori- 


of the 
head, it does not preſerve the ſubject ei- 
ther from oppreflion, which is the neceſ. 
ſary conſequence of the caprice of rinces, 
or from the vexations of their minifters. It 
is very certain, that 'paſſive obedience, 
whether praiſed. through à principle of 
religion, or through fear of 2 — | 
ſtifles the cry of the miſerable; but, fa 
from bettering their condition, it is no ef 
evident, that it delivers them up but ſo 
much the more to injuſtice, becauſe it 
ſtops their. complaints, or renders them 


buſe of authority ſhould not interfere" in 


oully proved' by two publick events of the 
laſt century, which may be looked upon 
as the greateſt effects that can poſſibly be 
| produced by abſolute authority. One 
the expulſion of the Moors 'our of Spain 
in the year 1615, by the authority of PH. 
lip 1IT; and che revocation of the edict of 
Nantes i is the other; an edict by hielt the 
exerciſe of the religion, called reformed, 
had been allowed in France ever fince the 

time that Henry IV. had abandoned that 
religion, in order to reconcile himſelf to 

Rome, and . poſſeſs a Kingdom be 
had conquered ow, it cannot be . 


 Antient Parliaments of Fran en. 247 


nied that both theſe events paſſed with ex- Letter 
treme violence in thoſe that executed them, XIV. 
and with all the patience imaginable in 
thoſe who practiſed that obedience, which 

ſome people pretend is the principle of the 
welfare of all ſubjects. I grant that their 
condition would have been much worſe if 

they had reſiſted the determined will of their 
ſovereigns: but that will itſelf did not ſe- 

cure them from injuſtice; it did not protect 

their effects from plunder and pillage, nor 

their perſons from high ranſoms, from 


cruel and inbuman executions, according 
to the humour of each prince's orders. 
Let us then fay again, becauſe truth ex- 
acts that confeſſion from us, that if Mar. 
cus Aurelius, hs. that was a very abſolute 
himſelf, laid it down as a maxim, That 
the people cannot be bappy, but when kings 
are philoſophers, or when pbi loſopbers become 
kings; as this poſition is ſo rare that the 
hiſtory. of the world does not furniſh an 
example of it, we muſt conclude that there 
can be no ſecurity for the people, but in 
the ſtates governed according to the plans 
given by the antient deſtroyers of the Ro- 
man empire, of which there are no traces 
left but in England ; or, at leaſt, in thoſe 
countries where there is a ſufficient num- 
ber of great lords and eſtabliſhed princes re- 


maining, to ire ſanctuary to part of the 
| | * wretched 


racks and tortures, nor even from the moſt 18 
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— The city of Titre ſeemed to resten 
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Taue wretched, which unlimitted power ean. 
0 not fail to make; if not through 40 — 


intention, at leaſt through want of know. 
ledge. Pardon this digreſſion, which hat 
ſlipt from my pen in treating of the govern. 
ment of Louis Xl. OO that- 


ment as the 5 f deſpotiſm, | exerciſed 
ith, 


without either caution, oriconfide- 
ration, to the total ruin of the ſubjects, 
both high and low; who, as you will ſe 
in the courſe of chis lexer, were deliverd 
up to poiſon, to fire, to ſword, to ca 

7 uc tooth of various kinds, do: 
general to falſe politicks, which made him 
prefer the ſatisfaction of cunningly conduct. 
K ng an intrigue, and tricking his enemy, 
to the repoſe of his conſtience; to his ho- 
nour, and to his' reparafion' with: oſte· 


Adept 


ditched upon for the greater conveniency 
of monſieur Charles of France, who- had 
taken up his reſidence in Brrtagne. But 
the king took effectual meaſures that he 
ſhould reap no advantage by it: in the firſt 
place, becauſe * he made ſure of tbe na- 


Jority of the oeputies, citiex' by directing 
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the choice of them in the provinces by the Letter 
preciſe orders he gave, or elſe by gaining XIV, 
with his uſual liberalities thoſe whom he WW'N - | 


judged proper to influence the votes of o- 
thers of a meaner capacity: ſecondly, be- 
cauſe he would be preſent himſelf at the 
aſſembly, in order to intimidate thoſe whom 
either ſentiments of honour, or intereſts 
contrary to his will, might prevail upon 


to fide with his brother: in ſhort, be- 


cauſe he, in a manner, quite overturned 
the order of the fitting and debates, to 
ſubſtitute a ſort of tumultuous, acclama- 
tion inſtead of them, in which neither the 
votes of the princes, nor thoſe of particular 
deputies, were regarded or reckoned, The 
opening of the ſtates was not performed till 
the Wedneſday 6th of April, before Palm- 
Sunday ; as well becauſe the king was ve- 
ry glad that the near approach of the feſti- 
the debates, as on account of fitting up 
the hall of the archbiſhop's palace for their 
meeting, which. unavoidably took up ſome 
days more than was expected | 


Do TIILET has given the order of the Order of 
ſeſſion, by which we find that the hall fr. 
was divided into three ſpaces, ſeparated fei 


from each other by timber partitions, breaſt- 


high, hung with tapeſtry, according to 


the dignity of the place: that the firſt ſpace, 
taiſed higher than the reſt by three ſteps 
TER 125 "Ss - from 
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Letter from the ſecond floor, was occupied by 
XIV. the king, who entered by the back-door, 
Wo made purpoſely: to avoid his paſſing thro 


the hall: that the king, wearing a black 
velvet hat with an oftrich-feather in it, 
ſate in a velvet chair of ſtate raiſed with 
three ſteps, and under a canopy of the 
ſame; embroidered with Flower-de-Luces in 
gold, and lined with the fineſt fables: that 
on his right and left, about ſeven or eight 
foot diſtant from him, ſtood two chairs 
covered with cloth of gold; the chair on 
the right for the cardinal de la Batue, to the 
great ſhame of the king and the nation; 
and that on the left hand, for the king of 
Sicily, whoſe age, royal dignity, and near 
relation to the crown, being the king's 
uncle, would, undoubtedly, have ob- 
tained the precedency under any other 
maſter. The prince of Navarre, count of 
Foix, ſtood on the right of the king's chair, | 
and the counts of Nevers and Eu on the 
left. At the king's right foot, on one of 
the ſteps of his throne, fare the prince of 
Piedmont, then but a youth: and, in fine, 
the count of Dunois, great chamberlain, 
being gouty, he was brought upon a very 
low ſtool, and placed behind the king of 
Sicily. On the forepart of the floor, but 
out of rank, were preſent the viſcount of 


Narbonne, fon to the earl of Pembroke, 


half-brother to the king of England, by his 
WE mother 
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mother Catharine of France the king's Letter 
aunt, who married Owen Tudor, a Welch XIV. 


r 


V. That viſcount was the father of Henry 
VII. king of England. The other lords on 
this floor were the counts of Tancarville, 
Berueil, and Longueville, fon to the count 
of Dunois; the lords of Chatallon, I Aigle, 
Craon, Cruſſol, la Foreſt, the cadet of La- 
val, afterwards archbiſhop of Rheims, and 
a great many others. The entrance of the 
king's falle was guarded by the uſual arch- 
ers, commanded by Guerin le: Grouin, a 
comical ſort of name ;- by which we may 


| judge in what ſort of people Louis put his 


chief confidence. The ſteps of the throne 
from the ſecond floor were committed to 
the keeping of the lords of Blot and Bellay. 
The count of Tancarville was of the houſe 
of Harcourt : Bereuil was count of San- 
cerre, and afterwards married one of the 
king's baſtards: the lord of F Aigle was 


of the houſe of Chatillon Peutivere : the 


lord of Chatillon was Louis de Laval 
Montfort, governor of Dauphine : the lord 
of Craon was Louis de la Trimouille, af- 
terwards ſirnamed the Knight without re- 
proach : the lord of Crufſol was James 
Baſtel of Cruſſal, great maſter of the pan- 


try, and one of the favourites: in fine, 


* gentleman, after the death of king Henry WWW 


25s TL'E:T T ER: Sov: 
Letter the lord of Ia Foreſt was Louis of Beau. 
XIV. mont, coulin-german to. the lord of Be: 
ire, both of the houſe of Brienne, aca 
det of which, viſcount of Beaumont in 

the county of Maine, was the fitſt that 
changed his name for that of his eſtate. 

| The ſecond floor was not only bound. 

| ed, but encloſed by the third, with this 
. ſingularity, that it left two ſmall ſpaces 
between the king's floor, by which they 
entered on both ſides through the paſſage 
leading to the: throne, and that in each of 

theſe ſpaces there was a bench covered 

with rich carpets: on the bench on the 
right, the archbiſhop of Rheims, with the 
biſhops of Laon, Langres, Beauvais, and 
Cbalons, all eccleſiaſtick peers, ſate ; and 

on the ſecond on the leſt, the count of 
Dammartin, grand maſter, of the. name 

of Chabannes, the fires of Loheac and Buþ 
menard, marſhals of France, the firſt of 

the name of Laval Montfort, and the o- 

ther better known by the name of Ja- 

chim Rabault de Gamacbes. After them 

ſate the fire of Torcy, grand maſter of the 
croſs-bow-men, of the name of Eftur 
ville; and, in fine, the laſt was the admi- 

ral of Bourbon, tho the king's: ſon-in-law 

by his baſtard daughter. Within the floor 
ſtood firſt of all two benches covered with 

rich carpets: on that on the right hand ſate 

the conſtable of St. Pol, and the chantel- 

lor of France; the firſt head of A 
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of Luxembourg, and the other William Letter 
Fuvenal des Urins, baron of Tarnel, ſon XI 
to the advocate-general, ſo famous in tho 


reign of Charles VI. They both wore. 
long robes cf crimſon velvet. A little 
lower ſate Louis de Harcourt, a legitimated 
baſtard, but adorned with the title of pa- 
triarch of Feruſalem, and the biſhoprick of 
Bayeux, and afterwards tranſlated to the 
archbiſhoprick of Rouen; next to him ſate the 
archbiſhop of Tours, and then the biſnops 
of Paris, Chartres, Peri gucux, Valence, Li- 
noges, Senlis, Saiſſons, Aire, Avranches, - 
Angouleme, Lodeve, Nevers, Agen, Cam. 
minges, Bayonne, and others who ap- 
peared by proyy. On the left bench ſate 
John of Anjou, matquiſs of Pont-a- Mas / 
f Lorin, betrothed to the king's 
eldeſt daughter; the count of Percbe, el- 


deſt ſon to the duke of Aleuon; the count 


of Guiſe, eldeſt ſon to the count of Maine, 
and of the royal houſe of Anjou 3 the count 
of Vendoſme, the count dauphin of Au- 
vergne, both of the houſe of Bourbon; and, 


in fine, the lord of Gavre Montfort, the 


eldeſt of the houſe of Laval. On the ſame 
floor, and over againſt the conſtable and the 
chancellor, the provoſt and the clerk; of the 
ſtates ſate at a little desk; and ſeveral of the 
king's ſecretaries ſate at the feet ofthe lordgof 
the blood, upon ſeveral ſtools in the middle 
pf the floor. The door of this floor opening 
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Letter into the third, and fixed oppoſite to thit 
XIV. leading wm throne, was kept \by the 
pſneſchals of Carcaſſone and Querey, in long 
| robes of black — * = NS f 

In fine, in the third floor (which not only 
filled all the ſpace from the ſecond: to the 
door of the hall, but likewiſe encloſed the 
ſecond on each fide by two long alleys, 
which reached as far as the partition of the 

king's floor) were placed behind the con- 

ſtable and the chancellor, the lords who 

had been honoured with foreign embaſſies, 

or were of his majeſty's privy council; 

vi. the ſires of Millebourg, Maupas, Moui, 

and Montreuil ; Peter d Oriol, afterwards 
chancellor; John de Poupaincourt, prefi- 

dent of the accompts; Charles de la Ver- 

nade, Adam Fumee, William Comproain, 
Peter Clarin, Fobn Viger, Fobn Choart, 
Jobn de Langlie, Maturin Baudet, and a 

great many others; after whom ſate the 
chancellors and embaſſadors of the king of 
Sicily, the duke of Orleans, and the count 

of Angouleme. On the other fide, in the 

| oppoſite alley, the chief of the nablee 
fate, viz, the fires of Montjoy, Illiers, E. 
frouville, Ferriere, Bonneval, Lens, Gau- 
court, and Mouy; the vidame of Amient, 

the count of Neſſe, the count of Rowey ; 

the fires of Senlis, Revel, Tornalle, la Fa- 
yette, Freignac, Monteil, Soubiſe, Dam- 
pierre, Rochechouard, Breſſuire, wel 
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Bordeaux, Toulouſe, Lyons,” Tournay, 


Antient Parltaments of FRANCE. 255 
lere, Mortemar, 1a Greve, Ruffec, Pre. Letter 
ul, Mailly, Criſſe, and Tuſſe; and after XIV. 
them a great number of tatives, or 
proxies for the reſt of the nobleſſe. In i 
fine, the middle of the moſt diſtant part of 
the ame floor, but facing the king's throne, 
was filled with the deputies of the cities 
and good ſubſtantial towns ; three for each, 

012, one eccleſiaſtick, and two burghers. 
The cities which were admitted without 
diſtinction of the provinces; but in an ar- 
bitrary rank, as it pleaſed the king to re- 
gulate it, (and in reſpect of which it was 
eaſy to perceive that he took care to fepa- 
rate from one another all thoſe whom in- 
tereſt might join, unleſs he was well af- 
ſured of their votes) were Paris, Rowen, 


Rheims, Troyes, Carcaſſone, Bezieri, Bu- 
yorne, Rhodes, Alby, Niſines, Senlis, 'Xain- 
tes, Angouleme, Orleans, Angers, Poitiers, 
Limoges, Montpellier, Tours, St. Flour, 
Mande, Roc bel, Bourges, Aix, Tulle, Ca- 
bors, Perigueux, Soiſſons, Agen, Condom, 
Marbonne, Beauvais, Laon, Langres, 
Chalons, Sens, Chartres, Compeigne, Dieppe, 
St. Lo, Falaize, Vire, Carentan, Valogne, 
Monferrand,” St. Poarcein, | Brioud, ie 
Mans, Noyon, Bureux, le Puy, Clermont 
in Auvergne, Nevers, Meaux, Iſeudun, 
Nort, St. John d Angely, Blois, Saumur, 
. Such 
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Letter Such was then the ſeſſion of the flats 
XIV. of Tours; in which it is eaſy to perceive 
a common practice in deſpotick princes, 
= _ 4 "or in thoſe who aim at becoming arbi- 
calling the trary 3 that is to ſay, that under A pretext 
«ent. of facilitating affairs, preventing vain con- 
tentions about ranks and privileges, and 

| hindering diſcuſſions. that have no eſſential 
relation to the matters which are the prin- 
cipal ſubject of an aſſembly, - they. anni- 

hilate the rights of the cities, and of -the 

whole body of a ſtate, even ſo: far as en- 
princes. Nevertheleſs, Louis the ele- 
venth's deſigns: were then only againſt the 

great lords; it was upon them that he had 

fixed his hatred and reſentment, looking 

upon the reſt of the nobleſſe as a . 
divided, either by different or oppoſite in- 
tereſts, that he never thought they could 

do him any harm, unleſs they were ſe⸗ 
duced, or perſonally debauched from hi 
ſervice by the great lords. Beſides, a rich 

ver at a loſs for methods to get ctęatum 

in a body of men, who have no othet᷑ pro- 
feſſion but that of ſtudying how to gro 

rich, only to. ruin themſelves afterwards 

with greater noiſe and miſchief z and we 
know to what degree. Louis XI. exerted 

| his capacity in that article. In ſhort, be 
had ſucceeded ſo well in duping nies 
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Paris, in the time of the war of the pub- Better 
lick good, by a feigned abolition of tbe XIV. 
impoſts, and the creation of a council of 
government, that he thought himſelf ſure 
of all the cities in the kingdom by making 
uſe of the ſame methods. It was not then 
thoſe two bodies that were the principal 
objects of his precaution: but, on the o- 
ther hand, his deſign was, that, under a 
pretext of a union of intereſts het ween the 
cities, the clergy, or the nob/efſe,, of one 
and the ſame province, ſhould not be able 
to form cabals, preſent petitions or pri- 
vate memorials, — aſſert the poſſeſſion of 
certain privileges, or certain rights which 
might prove contrary to his will and his 
with both hands, when any body dared 
to mention to him any eſtabliſned rights 
or privileges contrary to his will. Louis 
XIV. a much greater formaliſt, but not 
leſs intent upon + the main point 0 
which all our kings drive, did not leave 
any of thoſe rights or privileges ſubſiſt - 
ing. oy as 8 ee wy. 
ginning the great work of deſpotiſm, 
was forced — ſtep by ſtep. Which e 
ought to make us look upon 'the- ſucceſs — 
of this aſſembly, of the ſtates of the: king- executing 
dom as one of the moſt remarkable ſtrokes hm. 
of his policy. To: bring about ſo great 
an effect, Louis XI. r 
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Letter cabal or bribe the deputies; he pr m0 
XIV. great ſums, indeed, and gave bake little : 
dat in order to prevail upon the French to 
betray” themſelves, their provinces, their 
cities, the whole bodies of the 105 e, and 
the clergy 3 in a word, to make. 2 
bandon the right and authority of the 
ſtates-· general repreſenting the whole na- 
tion, he ſtood in need of no other art but to 
q: make a little uſe of the levity of the tem- 
pets he bad to deal with. For that pur 
poſe he propoſed his motive to the calling 
them together; intimativg, that ding 
confidence enough in the ſeveral orders of 
the kingdom to make them the arbiters of 
his difference with his brother, relating to 
the appenage of the latter, they could not 
in | honour take any other ſubject in hand 
without deſtroying that very confidence j 
| a confidence x which the publick good 
E | | highly required the perfect liſhment; 
1 becanſe, that after this trial, the king be- 
Wl ing ſure of the diſpoſition of all the orders, 
= and that of the provinces, could no longer 
ii diſpenſe with himſelf from conſultingthet 
F | 5 every other important affair, und pin | 
lipally on the impoſts, the e 
is became every day more t: that in 
1 r ane ord all fconfaſion, the ceremonial | 
| ſhould be neglected, except in what con- 
oerned the royal dignity, which "ought © 
1 21 in its full ſplendor « on 2. 
| on. 
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caſion. That the 


their birth and their 
der to ſhew the 10 


and diſpoſition of thoſe partitions, of which 
Peter d Oriol was the inventor: but he 


blſe; or that he would fill up the ſpace 
behind the conſtable and the chancellor, 
with the fink of the magiſtracy of the 
kingdom, of which he 
council; or that he would chuſe to ſee the 


the blood and the: er 


any other priv 

from the 2 — 
and brave warriourte, who 1 0 re-con⸗ 
quered Fraue, and 45 
twenty years before; only to pre 


grandeur,” and to which he, by * | 
erence, dre thoſe neareſt, who had 


1 


of their counſels, H Per 
chicane⸗ HSIEH 
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princes and the great Lene 
officers ſhould hold there the ranks due to XIV. 
ſts; and that in or- 
e the eſteem and 
friendſhip he had for them, he would 
draw them as near to his throne as the 

great officers, and the princes themſelves. 

This he performed, indeed, by the means 


did not tell them then, that be would place = 
the deputies of the cities amongſt his 2- 


N 


floor between the benches of the lords of 
al an | 
thoſe nobles 


a throns in which be ſhindd x Kit unc 


ike to have overthrown it by the iniquity | | 
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XIV. 
ONS, 
The rank 
which the 
nobleſſe 
ought to 


the ſtate, 


as to pretend that the eccleſiaſtical rank 
ſtracy and the deputies of the thirdeſtat 
of ferfs from whence they iffrds by 
ſtinctions to be made in 


of this matter. In fact, to pretend that 
the clergy, who poſſeſs their wealth and 


which no way concern religion ; to fuk 
tain that they tay attribute to themſeha 
a ſuperiority, of rank and dignity ia a com- 


ſeſſion of the great fiefs, of which thr 


they are the eſſential proprietors of it, ha. 
have in 


police) ſo that this exorbitant:ranks is 10 


LETTERS en tb. 

I Jonfeſs, without difficulty, on the queſ. 
tion which preſents itſelf here, concerning 
the rank and precedency due to the nobleſ: 
over all the other orders of the tate, tor 
the decifive and indiſputable reaſon that 


ving conquered and preſerved it by arms 
for ſo many ages paſt; I conſeſs, I ſay, 
that I am not ſo prejudiced againſt cuſtom, 


ought to be aboliſhed, or, that the magi- 
ought to be thrown back to the condition 
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nevertheleſs, there are ny d. 
examination 


revenues but by the liberality nd the w- 
bleſſe, or the donations or domain of the 
crown, - ought to domineer imperiouſ) 
over all the members of the ſtate; in matten 


mon aſſembly of the whole nation, mete) 
on account of the prieſthood (which ini: 
{elf is worthy of all out regard, but has 10 


920 


longer founded but on riches and the po 
N (Arp 
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ue. WW ftript the lawful proprietors'; in fine, to Letter 1 
ing WW maintain that this rank ſhould be given XIV. (ial 
1% mem in aſſemblies where they have no... [| 
for WM intereſt, ſince the bufineſs in hand is a ii 
that weight to be ſupported by the other mem lj 
ba. bers of the Nate, they having a privilege to I 
rms i be exempt from it, or to impoſe upon i 
lay, i themſelves only ſuch ſums as they pleaſe to i 
om, WM contribute towards it, in particular aſſem - 1s 
ank blies, from which the other bodies are ex- ji 
. cluded ; ; is certainly a cuſtom which no-—- "8 
tare BY thing but French inattention can; not juſti- |. 
con Wi fy, but excuſe, when it is ſo ſolidly eſta- 5 i 
but WY bliſhed amongſt us, a we now behold . [il 
- i. 1 or = 
tion Wl Iti is now no wagte u time wee that Hno they | | | 
that WY favourable diſtinction of the noble in %, —_ | 
and Wl the parliaments of the ſecond race, in 3 | | 
the reigns of the kings Gomrim and _ . = 
[the BY 7aire II. when the clergy, without ceafing ” 

uly io be reſpected; far from affecting prece- 

en BY dency, thought themſelves honoured: by 

fu: BY the ſecond rank. It would likewiſe be in- 

lr BY decent to be” ly roproaching the 

i third eſtate, and the magiſtracy with their 

rel primitive condition. 4,176 \ advantages 

aii which the whole nation gains by trade 

10. and the cuſtom of — the judges, 

i who every day decide diſputes concerning 

or eſtates and fortunes, are Powerful mo- 

50 tives for bri ng back equality, and ma- 

e it reliſhed by the nb; oſs, who are 


wy 
— 
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XIV. 


alles fortunately for that nobk/ſe,” equally. 1 
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primitive rank. But what do I ſay?. Un- 


iãs not even the queſtion at preſent: they | 
are fallen to the loweſt rank, in ſoch 1 
manner, that were it not for the unbound- | 
ed paſſion we perceive in the LN © 
put themſelves in theit place by the prince: 


\ | ployments, wo 2 we no longer belien 
that they exiſt. 


— x 


1 alemed doll che other ſibjedhe. Tbee- 
vent has not belied che p tion; ſo that 
the omen of a greater decſen ſion heeealter 
is rendered but doo certain for the honor 
of che French blood. However, each cen- 


and diſgraces, which mutually ioterwene 
one another; that, after all, theres notes- 
ſonable man but will acknowIedge chat che 
whole ſociety 


etters, and the purchaſe of privileged em- 


1 


tained 1 at chey did not 
form a body. and that no particular noble 
could ſet forth his common eight before 
the prince, by the canal of petitions which | 


tury has in ſuch a manner its advantages 


of the nation, — al 
conditions, 48” more ad 

. nobleſſe themſelves; than that — 
incommunicable rank which they ſo lou 
enjoyed during the ages of ignotance and 
rudeneſs. But nevertheleſs, as it 8 


7 r oe io Sa ©. ds thre. ac oe. TT SS ow... Ms: aa. a 
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ambiguous, ' 


do diſtinguiſh the nobleſſe, by u 
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ayainſta manifeſt and declared deſign, how-. Lerter- 
ever contrary it may be to our intereſt, than XIV, 
againſt a hidden ſcheme, which borrows the NY 
help of art, or our own obedience, either to 92 
deceive or debaſe us; I believe there is NO fipeen the 
nobleman but what is more diſpleaſed condu#? 
with Louis XI, for the trick he then put up- 3 5 
onthe body of the nobleſſe, than with. Louis c, aud 
XIV. for the abject condition to which ht 2h of 
reduced them, perhaps, without being ſen- Louis 
fible of all the harm he did them. The XIV, 
apparent idea, by which we may repreſent 
the opinion he had of his own monarchy, 
ought formally to exclude all knowledge 
of hiſtory and paſt examples ; of all the 
laws of the kingdom be acknowledged 
none but that of his authority, and, by 
the help of flatterers, he rendered it de- 
ſpotick over the fortunes and liberties of 
his ſubjects, without diſtinction of any rank 
or condition, even to ſuch a degree, that in 
his old age he did, through a principle of 
conſcience, all that he had done in his firſt 
years, either by the extravagance of youth, 
or abuſe of his power. But at leaſt he kept 
road upon which the people could de- 
pend; his maxims of government were not 


On the contrary, Louis XI. pretengen 
g them 
worſe than the king of England, an irri- 
tated conqueror, had done in the ſtates 
„ con- 


264 I. ET T ERS on the | 
Letter convoked at Paris in 1420 and 1424. * 
XIV. ficſt ſeparated the lords of the blood from 


} WV them, who under Philip the Farr and 


| Charles tbe Wiſe thought themſelves bo- 
noured, not only with an equal rank, but 
by being charged with the deputation of 
the body. After which he made hiscoun- 
cil rake place before them; and, in fine, 
Joined the deputies of the third eſtate to 
them in the fame floor. 
Such then was the fitting off the ſtates 
convoked at Tours, under the honourable 
pretext of albitrating the ſhare of the 
Ling s only brother: but, as 1 ſaid before, 
the match was ſo well made, that neither 
the pretended duke of Normandy, Nor the | 
duke of Bretagne hoping for any Juſtice 
from it, did even vouchſafe to fend their 
embaſladors, or cauſe their remonſtrances 
to be heard, They had, indeed, a better 
reſource left in negociation ; ſince, ſoon or 
late, the king would find himſelf forced 
to deliver an appenage to his brother, 
Neither had the duke of. Burgundy a bettet 
opinion of the convocation; fince he like- 
wiſe refuſed to ſend thither, either the 
_ deputies of the provinces he poſſeſſed, or 
the embaſſadors who were to e 


* 


n 
A detail The 6th of April, the ſeveral ken 
4 fed in of the ſtates having repaired to the hall a- 
—_ E. bout e ſate down 1 in their b 
Jomby. E 8 * 


* 
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He places, and were admitted by the perſons Letter 
om to whom the guarding the,entrance of the XIV. 
1nd ſeveral floors were committed; but that of 
10- the throne. remained empty until the 
but king's arrival, who came about two 
of o clock, having entered by the back- 
m- door, which open d from a prebend's houſe, 
ne, and was guarded by the common archers. 
to He was attended by a crowd of court lords, 
who remained ſtanding during the aſſem- 
tes bly, and quite out of the ranks: but he 
ble was immediately followed by cardinal 
he de la Balue, his prime-miniſter ; theking 
re, of Sicily his uncle, and the count de Du- 
er n01s, who was carried, on account of the 
be weakneſs of bis legs. They all three ſate 
ce down in the places prepared for them near 
Ir the throne. The conſ ble and the chan- 
es cellor came in together, a little before the 


king, preceded by mace-bearers and.“ Ho. 
"Nr quetons, who ſtaid without the door of the 

d WW hall, through reſpect to the ſtates. In 

. ſhort, 'every body being ſeated, but the 
r 

e 

8 

: 


lords that ſtood about the throne, and the 
firſt noiſe inevitable amongſt ſo great a 
multitude, - being over, the chancellor 

roſe from his ſeat, and having ſaluted the 
conſtable, before whom he was obliged. to 

paſs, he advanced up alone to the left fide 

of the throne, kneeled upon the higheſt, 
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Letter 8 of it, and having taken the kings 
Av. order, who ſpoke in a low voice io him 
WV few moments, he returned to his place, 
from which he made a long ſpeech-on the 
| ſubject of calling the ſtates. He began by 
ſhewing the importance of the motive- to 
the calling that aſſembly, the king's confi- 
dence, founded on. his love for his ſub- 
jects, and his opinion of the probity of the 
deputies : after which he ran through 
examples of hiſtory, and having acknow. 
ledged and condemned the practice of the 
two firſt races, which divided the ſtate be· 
tween brothers, ' he expatiated on the 
ſmallneſs of the appenages granted by $t. 
Louis to his brothers and children; on the 
ſhares given to the houſes of Evreus and 
Alet#om, and to the duke of Orliant bro» 
ther to king John. He touched upon the 
inconveniencies cauſed by the - exceffive, 
power of the new houſe of Burgundy, 
which had not only delivered up Frame 
to the Engh/h, but put it into evident 
danger of being ruined and eee no 
longer than two years before. 2 155 
I bus after a long ſpeech, Wberviö be 
ſcripture was quoted, in order to demon- 
ſtrate the uſefulneſs of concord: between 
brothers, his Fee was, that the 
ſtates ſhould decide, „Whether M. 
Charles, the king's — ought. to have... 
e, TR had. beengeded to * 
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u the nag egen, m ee Vie 
citeumſtance of his union with the duke XII . 


of Burgundy" and Bretagne, and the dan- 
ger of the return of the Engliſh': or whe- | 
ther they judged that the execution of the 
treaty of Conan, extorted ſword in hand 
from the lawfal ſovereign, would be as 
ſhameful and prejudicial 10 the monar- 
chy, as it was contrary to All the laws of 
the kingdom. That they ſhould decide 
what revenues the king wy obliged to al- 
= to his brother, Whether by delivering 
nage lands, or by penſions, wi 
might attach him the more to his majel- 
ty's perſon, ” beca iſe it would be in his 
power to augment them, or order the 
payments to be made punctual and 'regu- 
lar. This harangue having taken up the 
day, the chancellor went to the throne as 
ſoon as he had done, and kneeling down 
again, received a new order from the 


9 


king, which he delivered at his place 


laying that the king adjourned the aſſem- 
bly to the next day; and chat during the 
reſt of the preſent day, the three orders 
might prefent bim the deputies they had 
charged to ſpeak in their 'narnes, But as 
he was ſtill ſpeaking, the king 'rifing up 

ſuddenly, and retiting with precipitation, 
the chancellor's worde were not heard: 
ſo that the ſeſſion of Thurſday could not 


me til} the afternoon, becauſe the cler- 
| ""M 3 


; XIV. morning, and the harangue of the patri- 
* arch of Feruſalem ſpun out the time ll 


1 


LET T ERS 
gy 8 preſentation was not made before the 


the evening. The nableſſe in a body pre- 
ſented for their ſpeaker "he 1 lord of Taill- 
 SGourg, Oliver de Cotivi, who had the ho- 
nour of being brother-in-law. to the king, 
whoſe baſtard ſiſter he had married. 

By ſuch methods the following days 
were conſumed : Monday and Tuef- 
Aa of the holy week were employed 
in forming the reſult of the ſpeeches, 
which ſtood in the room of common de- 
liberations : and Wedneſday in the morn- 
ing, Fobn Prevoſt; clerk of the ſtates, 
read them publickly in a ſeſſion held for | 
that purpoſe, at the iſſue of which, the 
deputies were privately warned to retire 
as ſoon as poſſible, to the adjacent towns 
and villages, in order to make the beſt of 
their way home afterwards, for fear of 
ſome ſudden n from n duke of 
Bretagne. 1 

Nevertheleſs, the . or * 95 of 
the ſtates was not ſigned till the next day, 
Thurſday the 14th of April, in a ſeſſion 
wherein two-thirds of the deputies were 
wanting, and in which the chancellor de- 
clared the ſtates to be diſſolved, and order- 


ed every one of chem to retire ai. wo 
provinces. | S208 25 3 l 4 2 
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In this manner did the aſſembly end, Letter. 
wherein the greateſt perfidy, and the moſt XIV. 
violent rr were varniſhed with all ar OY 

hopes of mildneſs and benignity ;. and % -- 
wün which, however, none — 40 ens * _ 
bers were ſatisfied, except the king and 

his miniſter, who thought they had de- 

ceived every body without being perceived: 

$ but nevertheleſs they promiſed themſelves 

never to call another aſſembly of the ſtates- 


general, whoſe preſence alone had made 
them tremble more than once; not out of 
any apprehenfions that they might decide 
the appenage of monſieur Charles to the 
diſadvantage of the crown, but merely 
} 4 leſt they ſhould ſtart the queſtion of the 
| privilege of the deputies for the ſecurity of 
| their perſons. Thus it is that thoſe who 
act fraudulently againſt the rights of other 
| men, are tormented by their own con- 
| ſcience, with anxieties and ' imaginary 
fears, The ſtates thought, in the mean 
time, of nothing leſs than diſobeying or 
propoſing unexpected queſtions : they 
contented themſelves with ſpeeches and 
bare words, tending to the facts which they 
were to treat of, And the reſult, in the form 
of looſe notes and minutes ſigned by the 
deputies general, contains nothing elſe but 
a moſt humble remonſtrance to the king, 
deſeeching him not to diſmember Nor- 
mandy from his domain, in the _— 
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of the then diſpoſition of England; to brin 
back the war once more into France 
that Normandy ought to be conſidered a 
the key of the kingdom; and that the 
engagement entered into by the treaty of 


„ 
» 


"0 
* 


Conflans, could not be looked upon to be 


binding, having been made in à time of 
revolt and confuſion. That on the other 
hand, the kingdom was great, and the 
domain large enough to enable the king 
to give his brother any other fob he 


— 


ſhould think proper, the pbffeflion: of 


which would be as honourable and uſeful 


to him. Thar, moreover, they were of 


opinion, that Monfſeur ought to content 
himſelf with a ſettlement of 12,000 hure 
a year in lands for his appenage, with the 


title of dutchy or county, with vrhich it 


ſhould pleaſe the king to adorn it. In fine, 
they beſought his majeſty, in confideration 
of his having but that only brother, to 
grant him a penſion of 60,000 ture 2 
year, in order to attach him cloſer: to his 
perſon and intereſt, and enable him the 


that liberality, in regard to other ſong of 
France that might be born thereafter. Bot 


. 


as 


better ta ſupport his dignity ; but never-. 
—_ —  a- precedent of 
igh 


as to the duke of Bretagne, accuſed of 


detaining Monfieur Charles of France, with 
the places of Normandy poſſeſſed by tho 
fee of Leſcun, and even of holding a cor- 


—„ 0 


rere = > , > = 


to make an enquiry aſter the 


Anttent Parliaments of France. 
reſpondence with the antient enemies of 


the crown, the king was beſought to take * 


the moſt proper meaſures. for reducing . 
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Le 


er 


him to obedience; aſſuring him of the ſer- 


vice of the three orders; vi. on the part 


of the clergy, by the * contribution | 
their prayers and oriſons ;. the. nobleſſe 


tbeir lives and farrunes;ʒ and the third e | 


ſtate, by an entire ſubmiſſion. to | 1 
It is eaſy fo ule e, re at 
whole ſcene of the aſſemh 


y Was Y ed 


to a mere ſhow, and the introduction to a 


new manner of appearing and deliberating 


in it. Wherefore the monarch, in ſame 


meaſure carrying on 
publick declaration the next day, 1 
which, after approving the zeal, of. the 
ſtates, and ex hi n for 
letting juſtice take. its: courſe confort 


to the laws, he conſents. that the fame 
ſtates, already diſſolved and 1 | 


ſhall name commiſſaries out of 


maleverſa- 
tions exerciſed. in, the provinces, and { 
that the ordinances are itrictly put in 
ecution. In this manner did he concl 


* A contribution that would coft Ui e on 


but very litHle \ trouble, and do LEES | 


fervice: however that- 6 


mobility, an 
Ts ly 


elergy of | France know 


the; jeſt, gave out a 


e at: W 


' 
' 
| 
| 

i 
Y 
| 
| 
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XIV. we may fay, that there never was one of 
E&YVdolittle uſc'to the good of the ſtate,” or les 


ſuitable to the intereſt of thoſe wh com- 
poſed it: for the prince himſelf reaped no 

other advantage by it, but that of doing 
boldly afterwards all the miſchief which 
he committed formerly but with precau- 
tion; and that was the road which led 


him to raiſe the taille to 5,000,000 livre; 
a ſum ſufficient at that time for all the ne- 


 ceffitics of the ſtate, but indeed far inſe- 
rior to the expences into which eapfice 

81 prodigality had plunged that prince 
Conduct However, this monarch did not repoſe 


of Louis fo much confidence in the reſolution of 4 


he e, The ſtates; but that he had ſecured fuffti. 
were ſo- ent forces to put in execution Whatever 
parated. ſhould be concluded by' chem. He then 

ſignified to his brother, and the duke of 


Bretagne, the addreſs of the ſtates; and, 


without waiting an anſwer; fell with his | 


army into Bretagne; whete he immediate- 
ly made himſelf maſter of Antenis and 
Cbantocl: upon which thoſe provintes, 
naturally fearful and lazy, and on the o- 
ther hand wearied with a diſpute which 
there was no likelihood of ſeeing: adjuſted 
in an amicable'manner, took a reſolution 
to accept. the liquidation dra vyn u up by 1 
ſtate s, and ſtand to the deciſion of. N. 10 


of age duke of Calabria and Len 


They likewiſe agreed 


and delivered into the king's 
| The duke of Burgundy 
camped on the river Somme, 


willingly received 120, oo 


dear for all this facility in his ſucceſs; for 
taking it into his head, that if he could 
have a conference with the duke of Bur- | 
gundy, he ſhould' infallibly gain him over 


5 
f cxpences ef the war. Our 
| 
| 


| to bis ſide forlever, he 


interview, offeriug even to make all the 
advances, and to repair to whatever place 
in his domitiions be pleaſed to appoint. 


The duke 7 whoſe | 


really Wan 
the kingdom, when the king ſig 
him the concluſion of the treaty: he was 
4 a tong time before he would believe it; 
. but having received the news of it from 
t every ſide, he became more tractable, and 
| gold crowns, 
which the king remitted to him, for the 
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and the conſtable of St. Pot, conterning Letter 
the ſettlement'/ of the appenage 
that the places in 
Normandy held by the fire' of Leun, 
ſhould be evacuated within a certain time, 


lands. ITE, 


hands, 


nified. to 


paid 


ed him an 


were 3 — k \mali- 


cious tem 
ſolving upon i 


project Fey — 
raiſe new Mw 


4 2 ee eee 
deſpiſed, his friendſhip. With that -view ger 4 
he began to W revole-of me 
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ral me- 


aut of tht view be employed al i | 


he LETTER Cade 
Letter inbabints of Liege; he ' ſent them mo | 
XIV. ney; kept up agents in their city pto. 
miſed them troops, and omitted nothing 
in order to engage them in a new Wer a. 
gainſt their ſovereign. Nevertheleſs, bya 
- whimſical ſingularity; it happened' at the 
fame time, that the duke, repenting of the 
return he had made to the king's follic- 
tions, demanded of his awn.agoord | the 
inn which he ſcemed 0 have: woo 
] 1 bt 

Matters ſtanding thus, tube band th dm 
ceive how it was poſſible that the king 
would go to deliver himſelf up to his ene 
my, without either guarde, ſecurity, er 
precaution... Nevertheleſs, he did it — 
ſo much danger to his perſon; that, he had 
like to have loſt his l -o or at leaſt his li- 
bean thay ſtep. But he came off win 
the ſigning a treaty, hy which 
— ceded. Champagne and Brie: ta M 
Charles his brother, and; for a j, 
which he took to Liqe in ſpita of this 
teeth, where he received the mortiſſes . 
tion of ſeeing dhe rebellion» he had taiſad, 
puniſhed befors his face. R nt gr 
— home, ws 
thods in — bed tue A as h ... 
order , not a man ta be daunted —— 
- 6 gy ſtudied only how to repair his led. With 


pig, wt o=S — 2 e >. 3 


8 tc. or 


Bretagne . 
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and appenage. He rem | 
young prince, that their common enemies, 
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his brother, and applied himſelf to no- Letter 
thing but to draw him out of Bretagne,” XIV. 
with promiſes and expreſſions of a ſincere . 


friendſhip. He feigned to acknowledge 

himſelf in the wrong, in having ſo long 

delayed giving him a proper ſettlement ' 
LE. to that 


and particularly the duke of Burg undy, 
gained advantages by their diviſions: that 
the latter had nothing in his head but evil 
deligns againſt France: that he procured 

him Champagne only with a view either 
to attach him to his intereſt, or to wreſt 
ſome part of his appenage from him af. 
terwards: that his obſtinate refuſal to give 
him his daughter, was a viſible proof of his 

il-will. He moreover gave him to un- 
derſtand, that he had much more conſide- 
rable views for his eſtabliſhment ; that he 
had certain means to pfocure him the 
crown of Caſtile, by his marriage with ei- 
ther of the infantas; and that in ſuch a 
caſe, the dutchy of Guienne would fit him 
much better, both. on account of its 
neighbourhood, and the effectual aſſiſ- 
tance he could draw from it in caſe of a 
war. But though theſe reaſons were plau- 
fible enough, he depended much more on 
the promiſe which Odet d Aidit, lord of 
Leſcun, lately bribed into his intereſt, had 

made him to bring his brother to Tours. 


Ia 
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Who falls 


juto the 


himſelf 
up to the 
ting. 
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In fact, poor C harles fell into the ſnare; c 
he came and delivered himſelf up with a 1 
confidence which his brother was not h 
worthy of, as the end plainly ſhewed; f 
fare, and and he carried his flexibility and openneſs e 
delivers of heart ſo far, that he * revealed to him k 


that the cardinal de la Balue, his prime mi- ll t| 
niſter, and the biſhop of Verdun, of the Ml 
name of Harcourt, confident to the car- n 


dinal, were betraying him, and labour- 
ing to make him (Charles) prefer the trea- Wl f 


of Peronne to all his promiſes: he even ll 


delivered to the king ſome letters of their Bil pr 


Diſerace 
of the 
cardinal 
miniſter 
and 2 . 
biſbed of 


Verdun. 


own hand-writing : and. the concluſion of in 
all this intrigue was the diſgrace and im- b: 
priſonment of the two prelates on the one ¶ m 
hand; and on the other, the acceptance ll th 
of the dutchy of Guienne, with Xaintonge ll li 
and Aunis, by M. Charles, for his appen- Ml ba 
age, renouncing at the ſame time the trea- I. 
ty of Peronne, and all the advantages ca 
which had been procured him by his allies. in 


It is hard to tell from whence father th 


Cardinal miniſter was indiſputably a villian, but. M, 


Armagnac: but I am miſtaken, it is no 


Daniel has taken an atroce calumny, ll cu 
which he gives out concerning the lord of Bi wi 
Leſcun, and againſt all the houſe of Arare, ¶ on 
by making him a baſtard of the houſe of iſ wi 


Ni e dreadful caveat to all courtiers not I 
meddle between the bark and the tree of royalty. Der 


Charles was ſomething below a bungman. 
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calumny, it is a viſible and intolerable ig- Letter 
norance, in an author who has laid down XIV. 
his infallibility for a principle, upon the 


foundation that he has often examined 
every thing, and knows every thing. A 


ſecond edition will, without doubt, in 


the preſent circumſtances, repair an error 
which may be hurtful to the ſociety, and 
never could be of any ſervice to it. 


As to the * impriſonments I have juſt Rex. 


ſpoke of, we may remark one thing, 


which is a diſgrace to the memory of the i rien. 
princes of the houſe of Valais; and may, ments in 
in ſome meaſure, be compared to the 7% days. 


barbarity of the firſt race of our kings; I 
mean the horror of the priſons in which 
they not only ſhut up ſtate criminals, but 
likewiſe thoſe of whom they had but a 
bare ſuſpicion. We cannot affirm that 
Louis XI. was the inventor of the iron 
cages and dungeons, which are till ſeen 
in ſeveral caſtles formerly inhabited by 
thoſe monarchs; for they had taken the 
cuſtom of carrying their priſoners along 


with them, and lodging them near their 


own appartments; witneſs the dungeons 
which we find at this day in the caſtle of 
Blois, under the appaitment of queen Ca- 
tbarine of Medicis, They likewiſe kept 


* This is a ſcene worth an Engliſhman's ſerious 
attention, as long as there is the leaſt ſpirit liberiy 


{ft in our country, 
_ Y2 | them 


278 


Letter them ſometimes at a diſtance in ſtrong 
XIV. 
Louis XI. cauſed two iron cages to be 


Sforza, duke of Milan, priſoner to Louis 
was confined three whole years after the 


an iron cage, which he himſelf had or- 
dered to be made for others, Mezerai 
even ſays, that he was the original in ven- 


author and father Daniel ſay of him, [ 


TLouis XI. died, but under the firſt faloons 


LETTER 
places, ſuch as the caſtle of Loches, where 
made; in one of which died Ludovicus 


XII. the great tower of Bourges, where 
the ſame Louis XII. then duke of Orlean, 


battle of Str. Aubin; the caſtle of Anger, 
Where the biſhop of Verdun was put into 


tor of that terrible captivity. As to the 
cardinal de la Balue, whatever the fame; 


have ſeen with my own eyes the iron 
room wherein he was ſhut up eleven years 
together; the walls, the floor, the ciel: 
ing, the door, the little window for re- a 
ceiving the victuals and emptying the | 
immundities, and even the chimney arc 
of iron, ſecured by thick bars of the 
fame. This dungeon is in Plgſſis-les- Tours 
pretty far from the appartment in which 
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of the queen's apartment, which are now 
fallen to ruin. As to the Baſtille, it ſeems 
it was deſtined either for the - priſoners 
whom the king wanted to get rid off, or 
for. the form of juſtice, or the death 15 


Antient Parkaments of FRANCE. - . 
the * oubliettes, much made uſe of by Letter 
Triſtan I Hermite, provoſt of the mar- XIV. 
ſhals ; or, in fine, for thoſe whom he had aa 
mind ſhould periſh through a long ſeries of 
miſeries ; ſuch as the princes of Armagnac, 
who being buried in dungeons, the bottom 
of which was ſharp and uneven to the 


end, that their feet might not find any 


firm treading, nor their bodies take any 
reſt, were nevertheleſs taken from thence 

twice a week, in order to be ſcourged be- 

fore the governor Philip Luillier, and 

once in three months to have one or two 
teeth drawn. The eldeſt of thoſe princes 

loſt his ſenſes in that priſon; but the 
youngeſt had. the good fortune to be deli- 
vered from it by the death of Louis XI. 

and it is from his petition in the year 
1483, that we have the truth of thoſe 
facts, which could neither be belived, nor 

even imagined, without ſo certain a 
proof, e 2 2 755 

The year 1470 was almoſt wholly De king 
taken up in new intrigues; in which it is 1 2#7- 


ſurpriſing enough to ſee that the king was act, 


. Intirely the dupe of his courtiers. The ggain/ 


duke of Guienne, the conſtable, the dukes the dute 


c "SY of Bur- 
of Bretagne and Bourbon, the d gundy. 


So called becauſe people put in that apartment were 
never heard of more, and conſequently forgotten; their 


death being as ſudden as the manner of it was terrible, 
gud the time uncertain, —_ 


Y 3 pal 
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Letter pal actors in this ſcene, They wanted to 
XIV. oblige the duke of Burgundy to marry his 
WY daughter to the duke of Guienne; and ap- 


prehending that they might not ſucceed in 
it by the common methods, they laboured 
to engage the king to make war upon him 
in order to force him to it, nevertheleſ; 
without letting the king know the ſecret 
of that union. | PLATE? 22 tee 
The ſureſt way to determine the king, 
was to ſhew him ſo apparent a ſucceſs, 
that his natural uncertainty on contingent 
events might ſtop ar ſome object. For 


that purpoſe, the conſtable! aſſured him, 


upon his life, of the reduction of Amen;, 
St. Quintin, and the other towns along 
the Somme, by means of the intelligence 
he had procured in thoſe places; becauſe 
the cuſtom of the houſe of Burgundy was 
to leave the guard of the towns to the in- 
habitants in time of peace. He flattered 
him likewiſe, that the great cities of Flar- 

ders were ready to revolt; and ſo plainly 
| ſhewed him a great number of other re- 

| ſources, that at laſt the king reſolved to 
ſend a huiſſier of the parliament with two 
knights, according to the antient cuſtom, 
to adjourn (ſammon) the duke of Burgur- 
dy, even in the city of Ghent, upon pte- 
text of demands made upon him by the 
count of Eu in the king's court. However, 


the diſſimulation was ſo profound on the 


part 
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part of France, that the duke, who re- Letter 
ceived no advices from thoſe whom he XIV. 
thought were his beſt friends, looked upon . 
this proceeding only as an inſult by the bye 
from the king, without being able to per- 
ſuade himſelf that an open war was the 
buſineſs in hand. {93 3 

Nevertheleſs, the king . deſiring to 

ſtrengthen himſelf with the ſuffrages of all 
his ſubjects in ſo great an enterprize, con- 
voked the notables of his kingdom in the 
city of Tours for the month of November, 
1470, a ro : 

It is aſtoniſhing, that father Daniel, 

a who compoſed his hiſtory upon ſuch good 

1 Wl memoirs as he pretends, ſhould confound 

e this aſſembly with the ſtates held in April 

ſe 1467. He even adds, and this ſtroke may 

1 be eaſily known to proceed from the pen 

- of a jeſuic, that Lauis XI. never aſſembled 

d any other ſtates-general, becauſe, probably, 
he found the danger of it, tho' he had 
made ſure of the deputies they were to 
conſiſt of. He was ſure of the deputies; 
theſe are his words; and he means, that 
without it a wiſe prince, ſuch as this was, 
ought not to refer himſelf to his ſubjects, 
in regard to the reſolutions he is to take. 
But do we not perceive in that expreſſion 
the ignorance of a man, who undertook 
to write ſuch a hiſtory only by ſuperior 

orders, without any precedent inſtruction ? 
Y Y 4 And 
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Letter And, do we not likewiſe diſcover. in it 
XIV. the wicked intention of a party, delivered 
V up to maxims the moſt oppoſite to the li- 
| berties of mankind, and to the good or- 
der of a ſtate, which will never exiſt 
under a monarchy, without a true under- 
ſtanding between the people and the ſo- 
vereign; that is to ſay, without the union 
of their reciprocal rights, to the exclu- 
ſion of all corruption, whether by bribes 
or promiſes? Were we to criticiſe exact- 
ly, above ten thouſand ſuch capital faults 
as this might be quoted: but in reality, 
the work will not deſerve ſuch a diſcuſſion, 
except in regard to poſterity, who may 
perhaps preſume, that an author reward. 
ed with penſions, had ſufficient knowledge 
of his ſabje& in order to deſerve ſuch an 
approbation ; whereas it is evident, that he 
neither learned nor meditated-upon hiſto- 
ry but as he went on with his work. But 
on the other hand, we ought to learn from 
this example, that in the ſociety of the 
jeſuits they improve St. Auguſtin's thoughts 
better than we commonly imagine; fince 
it is he that has laid it down as a maxim, 
that the beſt way to learn, is for @ man 
to teach others what himſelf never knew. 
This is what the jeſuits practiſe in their 
ſchools without danger: but if that cu- 
ſtom is tolerated in colleges, it ought not 
to be made uſe of either in regard to the 
| e publick, 
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publick, or in a hiſtory where the author Letter 
boaſts to have corrected the miſtakes of XIV. 
all thoſe that ever writ it before. 

Let us, however, return to the aſſem- 4/zmby 
bly of the notables, held at Tours in the / be 


| notables 
month of November, 1470. The pretext pr of 


for it was, to conſult the ableſt men in Tours. 
the kingdom about the engagement which 
ſeveral lords of the blood had entered in- 
to with the duke of Burgundy, by pro- 
miſing to guaranty the execution of the 
laſt treaties of peace; and the queſtion was, 
whether the infractions which that prince 
was charged with, were ſufficient motives 
to diſengage the lords with honour. We 
cannot tell at preſent what the form of 
this aſſembly was, becauſe we have no 
monument left of it, except the king's 
declaration given in conſequence of it, 
which is dated at the caſtle of Amboiſe the 
third of December 1470. But if father 
Daniel had only taken the trouble to 
? Tuſe it, he would ſoon have found out 
) the little foundation for his error. In fact, 
this declaration mentions the names of all 
3 thoſe who were aſſembled and conſulted 
on this occaſion by the duke of Gurenne, 
the king of Sicily, and the duke of Bre- 
tagne; and tho? the liſt is long, I cannot 
diſpenſe with myſelf from giving it, both 
to ſet forth the men of thoſe days, — 
5 that 


284 - LETTERS unte 
Letter that you may judge of the raſhneſs of a 
XIV. jeſuit, who boaſts to have ſeen eyery 

thing. Gt . „1 
Deſab. The preamble to this declaration ſets 
15 — forth, under the epithets of attempts and 
aud ty crimes, the ſeveral hoſtilities committed 
whom by the duke of Burgunay againſt the king 
compoſed. and the crown of France, to whom he 
was a ſubject; ſo that he was and ought 
to be looked upon as fallen from all the 
rights which might belong to him in qua- 
lity of peer of France, and that none of 
the ſubjects of the kingdom, and particu- 
larly the great princes, ſo nearly related to 
the king, could look upon him hereafter 
but with deteſtation, as being guilty of ſo 
great treaſons againſt France his country, 
and of ſuch felony towards the king his ſo- 
vereign lord. Then the king ſays, that 
nin order to be more certain, and to know 
the ſentiments of the greateſt numbeggf his 
loyal ſubjects on that head, he has convok. 
ed an aſſembly of the notables of the king- 
dom in the city of Tours; in which were 
preſent himſelf, ſovereign king, head- and 
protector of the crown; Charles of France, 
duke of Guienne, his only brother; Rent 
king of Sicily and Feruſalem, his uncle; 
FJobn duke of Bourbon, his couſin ; his deat 
fon and couſin, Jobn of Anjou, marquis 


of Pontra- Mouſſon; his dear couſin c. 
= RE . 0 
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of Artois, count of Eu; his couſin Charles Letter 
of Bourbon, archbiſhop and count of Ly- XIV. 

ons; the counts of Guiſe and Perche, the wt 
the baron of Bayeux, the count dauphin 

of Auvergne, likewiſe his couſins; his 

couſin the count of St. Pol, conſtable of 
France; the chancellor, William Fuvenal ; 

his couſin Francis of Orleans, count of 
Dunois; his coufin the biſhop and duke of 
Langres, peer of France; the biſhops of 
3 Soiſſans, and Valence, his 
counſellors ; Rene of Lorain, count of Vau- 

demont ; Anthony de Chabannes, count of 
Dammartin, grand-maſter of the houſhold; 

the fire of Rohan ; the fires of Lobeac and 
Gamacbes, marſhals of France; Louis de 
Bourbon, count of Rouffillon, admiral of 
France; the fires of Chatillon, Laval, 

Craon, la Trimouille, Ia Foreſt, Beaumont, 
Bachegue, (one of the fine ſpeakers of his 

time, and a partiſan of the court) Mau- 
kurier; Bret, ſeneſchal of Normandy; 
Cruſſol, great maſter of the pantry ; Lude 
Hailln, a new favourite; maſter Jobn le 
Baulanger, firſt preſident of che parliament; 

John de N 3 Gaſton de Lyon, ſeneſ- 

chal of Toulon Sm. Pot knight, bai- 

liff of Vermande: ae. hnde Sallizard knight, 

fire of St. Fuſt ; William Couſinot knight, 

lord of 3 Saladin 7 Augliere, 

lord of Nogent ; Fames de Beaumont, lord 


of 


| 
| 
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nobliſſe by privilege, and the knights of the 
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Letter of Breſuire; Fohn. du Fou, great cup- 
XIV. bearer ; Oliver Droon, lord of la Morau- 
WYV gdaie; Triſtan I Hermite, knight, provoſt 
pf the marſhals; May de | Houtefort, bai- 


liff of Caen; maſter John le Drieſche, pre- 
ſident of the accounts, and treaſurer of 
France; Peter d' Oriol and Jahn Herbert, 
generals of the finances; John de Poupin- 
court, preſident of the accompts; Peter 
Poignan; James d Artanay, lord of Boi- 
cehage ; Renaud de Dormant, Adam Fumte, 
Simon and Fohn Berrard, maſters of the 


requeſts; William Compains ; Peter Sa- 


lat; Peter Gruel, preſident of Dauphin: ; 
Aubert de Vailly, reporter in chancery ; 
Jobn Chouart, lieutenant civil in Paris; 
Bernard Laurchy, the king's advocate at 
Toulouſe ; Louis Haſtallet 3; Fohn du Mou- 
lin; Charles des Eſſarts, knight; and Wil 
liam Cerizay, clerk of the parliament. 


Remarks Wie can remark but two things in this liſt 


of perſons that compoſed the aſſembly of 


the notables held at Tours in 1470. The 


firſt is the king's affectation to raiſe the 
lords of the blood and the great officers to 
ſuch a diſtance from the reſt of the nodleſſe, 
that from thenceforth we hardly find any 
proportion between them ; while, on the 
other hand, he confounds, with the ſame 
affectation, the nobleſſe by birth with the 


law, 
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law, tho” fo different in their origin and Letter 
eſſential characters. We further obſerve, XIV. 
that in order to decide a caſe of point of WNW 


honour, he aſſembles more magiſtrates ' 


than high nobleſſe ; becauſe, indeed, he 


delighted in formalities, and was eſſential: 
ly a wrangler: a neceſſary effect of the 
forced policy which he practiſed all his 
= 
The effect followed cloſe on the threats 
of this declaration, which diſengaged the 


princes from all their oaths to the duke of 


Burgundy, as being firſt of all obliged and 
engaged to the king, ſovereign of both. 
The taking of Amiens and St. Quintin be- 
gan the war, which, nevertheleſs, laſted 
but a year; the king having thought fit 
to prepare himſelf for receiving the ſue- 


ceſſion of his brother, whoſe death was Death of 
imminent, and cauſed by a poiſon which Cn 


tore his intrails with exceflive pains for 
fix months together. The death of the 
duke of Guienne was the laſt term of the 
unfortunate houſe of Armagnac, fertil in 
great men, if we confider them in reſpect 
to their courage and valour, but abomi- 
nable in regard to their morals, their cruel- 
ties and injuſtice, which at laſt drew down 
upon them the curſe of God and man, of 
which the king made himſelf the moſt in- 


human executioner. | 


Soon * ter followed 
the 


the king's 
brotber. 
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Letter the death of the conſtable de St. Pol, con- 


XIV. demned in parliament, but without the aſ. 
L ſiſtance of the peers, tho' he was veſted 


> i ng with the firſt poſt under the crown, and 


St. Pol ſprung from a houſe not only ſovereign, 
Judged by but which had poſſeſſed the empire a long 
T = time. He was the firſt lord on whom we 
1%, may fay the kings took vengeance by judi- 
cuted, cial proceedings, and by a publick death 
i by the hand of the common hangman. In 


other reſpects, if we can blame the indig- 
nity with which the nobieſſe ſuffered the 


capital judgment of their peers to be taken 


from them, in order to transfer that au- 
thority to the parliament, we cannot pity 
the puniſhment of ſo perfidious and double 


2 man as the conſtable was. 


Death of The duke of Burgundy lived but one year 


F after that execution, which he had pro- 


gundy. cured by violating his faith. Father Da- 
| niel has even remarked, that providence, 
which ſaved him in the battles of Gran- 


fon and Morat, ſeems to have brought him 
to periſh before Nancy, where he had broke 


his word, by delivering up the conſtable 
to the king. This reflection is, without 
doubt, the more to the honour of his mo- 


rals, becauſe ſuch examples are not com- 


mon in his hiſtory. . 0 
In 1477, the king made away with 
James d Armagnac duke of Nemours, his 


couſin- 
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couſin- german, by a judgment of the ſame Letter 
form; but with this difference, that if the XIV. 
judges complied with his will, his wn 
heart never was appeaſed in regard to the 
ſeruple which that execution raiſed in him, 
and which had, befides, this horrid cir- 
cumſtance attending it, that he placed the 
children under the ſcaffold on which the Cuy 
father was beheaded, that they might be 3 Su 
ſprinkled with his blood. The remainder 
of his reign was — in wars, either 
againſt the heireſs of. Burgundy, or againſt 
Maximilian of Auſtria, her husband: a 
war ſo much the more fatal, becauſe it 
was the ſource of all thoſe that France 
has ſince ſuſtained againſt their poſte- 
rity. 

In fine, this prince finding himſelf ſei- s death 
ſed with an epileptick ſwimming in his 
head, the fore-runner of a ſudden death, 
he began to travel over all the pilgrimages 
of the kingdom, and viſit all the relicks 
he could think of, He ſent for St, Francis 
of Paulo from Italy, in order to prevail 
upon him, by dint of foundations and 
charitable donations, to beg of God to re- 
ſtore him his health; but all this pro- 
ving in vain, he retired to the caſtle of 
Menils, or Pleſhs-les-Tours, which he had 
always taken delight in, and there ſhut 
himſelf up as in a citadel inacceſſible to 
1 men: 


J 
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Letter men: : nevertheleſs he was followed thi. 
XIII. ther by two enemies, more implacable than 
all thoſe he had made for himſelf during 
his reign; I mean, the ſharp ſtings of his 
conſcience, and the bitter grief to quit 
his throne and life at A 1 of 25 


The End of the LET T ERS. 
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HE n wid y we © find of 
A 4 the French in the Roman 


and | : reign of Gallus an 


a deſign to plunder Gaul; but Amelinus, 


who was then no more than a tribune, 
tefeated —_ killed 700, and took 300 


I iſto „is in the or tte 


„ olufianus. They paſſed 
the 750 near Mentz with = 


* 


gs _--- A Chronological Abe 

* who were ſold." In 358, 4 
band of them ſettled in Toxandria, which 
is the country of Kemper in Brabant, Ju- 
ian the apoſtate reigning at that tune. 
In 412, the“ Armoricł provinces ha- 
ving revolted againſt the Romans, the 
French laid hold of that opportunity, and 
invaded the Belgica — part of which 
they ſettled in, and gave it the name of 
Ripuaire. They were, ne vertheleſs, ſub- 
ject to the Romans, who would not ſuffer 
them to have kings or chiefs: ſo that in 
4.12, they beheaded king Theodomer and 

his mother. 

I But in 418 they choſe another king, 
Phara- called Pharamond, who had but I 


mond. ſucceſi, for he was puſhed over the Rhine 


again, That year. is remarkable for a 
great eclipſe of the ſun, 

| Clodion Ciodion began to reign. in 428; he 1. 

* troduced the cuſtom of wearing long 

f hair, but reſerved that diſtinction for the 

kings, and thoſe of their blood; _the o. 

ther French uſed to cut their hait in à round 

form, juſt covering their ears. Claim 

paſſed the Rhine in . 43 1, but was fe. 

pulſed and defeated by AÆtius; aſter which 


he took up his reſidence in the caſtle of Di- 
| ſparg, (it is thought to be Duisbourg ot Dich- 


t Smeauturifiy 435 


** : * 5 4 * 
* #% * >? 3X © $4 
VN 
* 


K T BY a 


7 


rr =, = & 


. 05 nu ”TYT &@ fu i e T 


march, and ſuddenly made himſelf ma- 
ſter of Cambray, Bavay, and other neigh- 


Helena, in Artois; but the Roman general 
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joined Ætius again! a | 
Gaul, and with their united forces «they 


. »f the Hijpmy of France. 
bourg, near Tongres, on the banks of the 
Rhine on the German ſide) until the year 
436, when fanding, a favourable opportu- 
nity, he led his army through the Char- 
coal foreſt in Hainauit, by a very private 


bouring places. In 444, Clodion Was a- 

gain defeated by Ætius near Lens, Licus 

not being able to compleat his victor 

Cladion gathered new ſtrength; and puſhe 

his conqueſts as far as Amiens. He died 

three years after, leaving three ſons, who 

but retired into German.. 
In 448, -Meroute king of the Trench Meroute 


ſt Attila, . who ravaged a 


fought him in campis Secalaunicis, others 
ſay, Catalaunici the year 40 Me 
rouee gr his conqueſts, took 


tory of Manta, 
ch, with 
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man militia, tho' a ſtranger, who likewiſe 
behaving ill, they recalled Ch;lderic. Axi. 
dius died in 464. Count Po ſucceeded 
him. The reign of Egidius was diſturb- 
ed by the diſobedience of part of the 
Frencb, and the attemps of the“ Wig 
gotbs, againſt whom he defended the 'ci- 


ties on the Loire by the aſſiſtance of the 
| Saxons, who came by ſea: but thoſe Sax- 
ons becoming troubleſome by their day 


pillages, they Having even fortified iſlands 
in the Loire, in order to ſecure their boo- 
ty, and ſhewed a deſign to ſeize upon Af. 
gers, the people cried ont to Cbilleric 
for help: at His return he utifertook' a 
war againſt eount Pol and Odoaire king of 


the Saxons, (defeated them firſt near O-. 


deus, then at Angers, where he killed O- 


Clovis I. 


ons out. of the iſlands, -ahd'afrerwardyenme 


'doatre'with his own hand, drobe the Sr. 


back againſt the German, who had en- 
tered and committed great ravages in Gail 
At his return from that'expedRtioh H de 
at Tournay in 481, where his tomb "is 
diſcovered in 1684, in which there wu a 
= between him and his effigy} *! 
Clovis I. began his reign in 48 13 dis ft 
war was with Siagrius ſon of Egidius 
whom he defeated near Sviſſons. The un- 
bortunate one fled for wan 17 he wr 
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fgoths, but Clovis forced them to deliver 


him into his hands, and he put him to 


death in 485, after having prevailed upon 


him to deliver him up all his places 


which he ſtill poſſeſſed in the name of 
the Romans, viz. Soiſſons, Rheims, Pro- 
vence, Sens, Troyes, Auxerre, &c. In 491, 
Clovis married Clotilda, daughter to Chilpe- 
ric, king of the Burgundians, a chriſtian and 
catholic princeſs, who was the occaſion of 
her husband's converſion. In 496, the Ger- 
nans having entered the territories of tlie 
Ripuaire Frencb, Clovis marched to the 

aſſiſtance of Sigebert their king, and gave 
the enemy battle near Tolbzac, which is 


thought to be Zulg, ten leagues from Co- 


Jogue : the danger he was in prevailed up- 
on him to invoke the God of his wife, 


and promiſe his converſion ; * which he Ti con. 
verſion. 


executed the ſame year, and, was baptiſed 
on Chriſtmas-Day 496. In 500 he made 
war upon the Burgundians, at the inſti- 


gation of his wife, who. wanted the de- 


ſtruction of her uncle Gondebaud, in or- 
der to revenge the death of her father: 
but the Burgundian preſerved himſelf by -- 
policy. In 502, the people between the 


St. Waaſt, then a private prigſt, catechized him - 
en the road in his return home, and St. Remy com- 
pleted that great work : ſeveral biſhops were preſent at 
bis baptiſm, which was performed in St. Martin's 
church at Rheims, | © os 

Z3 Seine, 


2 


5. 
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| Clovig's 
congueſts, 


_ the Vifzoths had laid up their 
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Seine, the Loire, and Armorica; volun 

rily gave themſelyes up to the French : : the 
Roman garriſons, too weak to defend them. 
ſeves and retire, alſo delivered up the pla- 
ces they held, "and kept their diſcipline, 


name, and habit for ſome time, which at 


laſt were all quite loſt and confounded a- 


mongſt the French, In 506, the war 


broke out with the ifigoths, amd in the 
battle of Vouglay Clovis killed Alaric thei 
king with his own hand. 

In 507, Clovis divided his A, and 
gave half to his ſon Thierry, who ſubdued 
the Albigefis, Rouerque, Quercy, and Au. 


vergne; while the king on his fide reduced 


Poitou, Xaintonge, and Boyrdeaus,' 1 
which place he paſſed the winter, and in the 
ſpring following ſet out for 7 culoſe; where 


and where the people willivgly ſubmitted 


the French in a  pirched battle, of whom be 
| | killed 


to Clovis, in order to ſhake off the "Arian 
yoke. In 598, the eaſtern emperor, A. 
naſtafius, ſent Clovis the enfigns of Toyal- 
ty, with the title of conſul, with which he 
cauſed himfelf to be veſted in a ſolemn 
manner in the church df St. Matin at 
Tours. This was of great ſervice to Him for 
1 the Gault. In gog, 7 beodorich 

ing of the Oftrogoths in J. caly, took upon 


himſelf the defence of the M iſgotbs againſt 


Clovis;and count 1bba, his general, defeated 


eaſure, 


Ul 


9. the Hiſtory of France? 
killed 30,000... In 5 10, Clovis laboured to 
get rid of all the petty kings, or French 
captains, whom he ſuſpected. He enticed 
Theodorick, ſon of Sigebert, king of the 


f 4 
” #4 


His cru- 


Ripuairies, to kill his father, and after- 
wards got the ſon murdered, He put 


to death Cararick-and his ſon, king of Ar-. 
ras or Triers, after having forced them to 


take holy orders: with his own hand he 


killed Ranacaire, king of Cambray, and his 
brother Riguier; and cauſed Rignomer, 


king of Mans, to be aſſaſſinated. At laſt, 


ſtained with ſo much blood, he died him- 
ſelf the 15th of November 511, and was 
buried at Paris in St. Peter and Paul's 
Church, which he had founded, and in 
which St. * Genevieve had been buried the 
lame year 


In this reign the French made ſome al- Arms and 


teration in their diſcipline; they left o 


cuſtoms of 
the 


the uſe of arrows, and took for offenſive French, 


arms, the ſword ; the angon, which was 


a + bow of a moderate length, with an 


iron hook turned up, which bow they 
both darted and ſhot with ; the battle-ax, 
which they likewiſe darted, and called 
Franciſque : they wore a broad leather 
ſhoulder-belt, a ſaſh of ſeveral colours, nar- 
row breeches, and furred caps, All their 


® The profent patranef G 
7 it was nd a 72 ef .croſs-bow, we bave no idea 


24 ar- 
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armies conſiſted but of foot, and every 
Frenchman capable of bearing arms was 
indiſpenſably obliged to military ſervice: 
they ſeized upon the third or the fourth 


part of the lands; preſerved ſeveral” Ro- 


man cuſtoms in the adminiſtration of ju- 
ſtice; the levying of the impoſts, which 


they ſoftened; the publick diverſions, 


box ing- matches, or rather the combats of 
the Ceſtus, horſe- races, kee ping the highways 


in repair, and the publick carriages. C- 
Dis ® re- eſtabliſhed the biſhopricks of Bel- 


gica, and was liberal to their churches; 


but the popes aſſumed great authority o- 


ver thoſe churches, becauſe there was no 


Thierry 
Clodo- : 


= ” fia ; Clodomir, of Orleans ;'Ghildebert, of 


debert, 
and 
Clotaire. 


archbiſhops and patriarchs amongſt them, 
as in the eaſt i:: n e, 
In 511, the monarchy was divided in- 


to four kingdoms. Thierry king of Auftra- 


Paris; and Clotaire of Soiſſons; the 
three latter were the children of Ciotilia; 
the eldeſt of whom was but ſixteen year 
old, and the youngeſt twelve. In 516, 


died Gondebaud, king of Burgundy, 


more conformable to the new reiigion he had embraced, 


leaving his dominions 10 his ſorfs St 
giſmond and Gondemar. In 523, was the 
war between the French and the Burgun- 
dians; in which Sigiſinond was delivered 


* Clovis digeſted the Salick law, and rendered it 


of the Hiftory of Faance'. 


up to Cladomir, who put him to deathiin 
524. The ſame | year Clodomir renewed 


the war with the Burgundians, and loſt 
his life in it: upon which his kingdom 
was divided between Childebert and Clo- 
taire. In 53 1, Thierry put an end to the 
kingdom of Tburing, by the death of iis 


kings, Hermanfroy, Baderie, and Bertier. 
| Radegongde was daughter to the latter. In 


532 Childebert invaded Septimania, and 
vanquiſhed: Amalaric. 8 


if 


In 534 Ghzldebert and Cloraire inte - Childe- 


ert, Clo- 
taire, and 


dy, and then divided itbetween them; after Theode- 


vened to deſtroy the kingdom of Burgun- 
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killing their brother Ciadomir's children bert. 


with their own hands. Thierry was not 
willing to have a hand in that conqueſt; 


but his Frenchmen, diſguſted at their not 


having a ſhare in the plunder, were go- 
ing to depoſe him; ſo that in order to con- 


tent them, he led them into Auvergne, 


which they plundered, under pretext that 
the people of that province had attempted 


to withdraw themſelves from his obedi- | 


ence, 


upon which he repaired thither with all 


' + * In Provence, t. 


a \Þ 


Theodebert, fon of Thierry, carried on a 
vigorous war in Septimania; but as he 
was beſieging * Arles, he received advice 
that his father lay dangerouſly ill at Metz; 
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During this reign, the Baieux came and 
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flible ſpeed, and by that journey pre. 
— —— intentions of his uncles, 


inhabited Rhetia, which from their name 


bought peace of his uncles, and after- 
wards, in contempt of his wife Yiſgarde, 
daughter to Woſon king of the Lombard, 
married the fair Deuterie, a lady of Ca- 
brieres, with whom he became acquainted 
in Provence,  Theodat, king of the Oftre- 


gotbi of Ttaly, being attacked by Belliſa. 


him repaſs the Alps. In 540, Dewterie 


rius the Roman general, offered to deliver 
up Provence to the French, in order to ob. 
tain their aſſiſtance: Vitiges his jſaccefſor 
compleated that treaty, which was con- 
farmed by Juſtinian, according to Proco- 
pius. In 537, Theodebert marched into J. 
taly, with an intent to deſtroy both the 
Oftrogoths and the Romans, who had 


weakened each other; but the plague, 


famine, and the fear of Belliſarius made 


being jealous of her own daughter, cau- 
fed her to be flung off of the bridge of 
Perdun into the Meuſe ; which action fo 
irritated the French, that they obliged The- 
odebert to divorce her, and take Vigardt 
again. In 541, Theogebert and Childebert 


united together to ſtrip Clotaire of his do- 


minions ; but he made head againſt them ; 


and a great ſtorm, which ſpared w= 


„ * 


bogs e . + &þ = 


of the Hiſtory of Franer, 
Cltaire's camp, having terrified the for- 


mer, they made peace. In 543, Childe- 


bert and Clotaire with united forces care 
ried war into Spain againſt the / ene 
from whence the former brought back 
St. Vincent's robe, which was the occa- 
fion of his founding a conſiderable abbey 


in Paris, fince called St, Germain. In 


547, Theodebert ſent another army into 
Italy, which ſeized upon all the country 
ſince called Lombardy : nevertheleſs, his 
generals had ſome diſadvantages againſt 
thoſe of Fuſtinian; from "whence the 
latter was ſo. bold as to add to his other 
titles that of Franciſcus, or conqueror of 
the French ; at which Tbecdebert was ſo 
enraged, that he was preparing to go and 
drive him out of Conftantinople, when he 
received a blow on the head by a ſplinter 
from a branch of a tree as he was hunting; 
and a fever enſuing it, carried him off in 
the forty- third year of his age.“ 


** 


His ſon Ybeodebald, whom he had by Theode- 
Deuterie, ſucceeded him: he was a weak bald. 


prince, and impotent from the waiſt 


* Gregory of Tours praiſe him highly for tis par- 
ticular . and goodneſs : he freed 4 of 


Auvergne from the tribute they were obliged to pa to 


the exchequer : be alſo lent money to the city off Ver- 
dun to employ in trade, and afterwards acquitted them 


of both principal and intereſt, e 5 
ö 
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downwards. The fame year died & Cl. 


tilde, the widow of Clovis, . at Tours, 


whither ſhe had retired near St. Martin's 


tomb. As Theodebert was a prince that 
had had vaſt deſigns and great. enterprizes 
in view, he laid very heavy burthens on 


|, Childe- 


bert and 
Clotaire, 


his people, for which Partenius his mi- 
niſter, after having kept himſelf concealed 
a long time, was ſtoned by the people at 
Triers, whither he had retired from Metz. 
In 555, Theogebald died, after having loſt 
all that the French held in Italy in his fa- 
ther's life-time... | effi: cf $3r; 
_ Cletarre ſeized upon his dominians, and 
Childebert did not ſtir. In 53 56, the Sax- 
ons having revolted at the ſollicitation of 
Childebert, were defeated. ſeveral times: 
nevertheleſs, on occaſion of a battle, which 
the French loſt through their own fault, 
the report of Clotarre's death having ſpread 


about, Childebert entered Champagne 


with an intent to get as much of his bro- 
taer's kingdom as he could; but he was 


taken ill in that expedition, and came 
back to Paris, where he died in 58. 


Clotaire 
fole king, 


* 


After his death Clataire reunited all the 
French kingdoms in his perſon, Amongſt 
other children, he had a fon by Ghinfne 
called Chramme, who had joined Childe- 
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bert, in — to make war againſt his fa · 
ther. After the death of that uncle, 
Chramne being deſtitute of aſſiſtance, re- 
tired to Conobar, one of the princes f 
Bretagne, whither Chraire followed him, 
fought and killed Conobar, and took 
Chramne priſoner, whom he ſnhut up in a 
cottage with his wife and children, and 
inhumanly burnt them alive in it: this ac- 
tion was ſoon attended with a moſt terrible 
remorſe, from which all his devotions 
could not free him. He died tormented with 
grief and impatience in the palace of Com- 
pergne, in the year 561, and was inhumed 
at St. Medard of Soiſſons. His marriages 
were not very regular, for he had two ſiſ- 
ters at one time: by Jnagonde he had 
Cherebert, Gontran, and Sigebert; and 
her ſiſter Harigonde bore him Cbilperic: 
den four div — the men after his 
eat 2 n n 

 Cherehert, aged forty; was kin 2 of Po- Chere- 
rit; Gontran, "thirty-ſix years old, was _ 
king of Orleans; 3, Sigebert, between twen- tran, Si- 
ty- five and thirty, king of Auſtra gr and gobert 

8 


Ch - 48 
tþeric, the youngeſt, king of Soiſſons. and Chip 


Beſides theſe kingdoms, they dad each of - 


them a ſhare n ane and another in 


Provence, to the end that they might be e 
all obliged to join their forces againſt _ 
Oftrogoths and Wifgoths, This pa artition 


N infinite 1 3 e miſ- 
under 


if — Abridament. 


8 between the brothers. . In 


562, the Auſtrafians elected a lord named 


' Chrodin, to be mayor of the palace; but 


dicate his dignity : the nation however 
left him the choice of his ſucceſſor, and 


Chrocin finding that diſcipline was declin- 
ing and growing corrupt among the 
French, and that the authors of the evil 
were his neareſt relations, ovet whom he 
had little authority, he choſe rather to ab- 


he appointed Gagon, whom he had 


brought up in his own principles. 


| Begin- 
ning of 


the reign 


1 


— in 
Italy. 


at his return, took the city of Salfs, 
and prince ' Theodebert- ſon of. Chilperic 


In 565, the Avares, or people called 
Huns, flying from the perſecution of the 
* Turks, threw themſelyes into Germany, 
and Turing, where Sigebert. attacked 
them, and drove them back as far as the 
territory of Compiegne. During this war, 
Chilperic fell upon him un ly in 
the year 3567; but Sigebert defeated him 


a peace was made, and the prince 
liberty. Na wh 

In . 570 began the kingdom. of * 
Lombards in Italy, after having 


ed all the country from the Alps to Taf 


cany, except the Exarchat of Ravenna, 
which ſtill belonged to the Greek emperor. 
The name of tho Lombards « comes n 


| ® N were then EE 
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the uſual arms of that 
ſwords and half-pikes faded and pointed 


Eibe; and in 568, were called into Ttaly 
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people, which were 


with iron, from whence derives the word 
halbard. They inhabited the countries 
adjacent to the Baltick Sea beyond the 


by the eunach Nar/es; but finding the 
countrf-much better than their own r Tar 


climate, all the nation in à body wetit 


thither, women and children, and brought 
along with them the reſt of the Gepidt, 
with 30, ooo Saxons' who were willing to 
follow them. That very year they en- 
deavoured to ſeize upon ſome of the 

French territories near the Alps. The pa- 
trician Mummolus defeated them near 
Ambrun; but they had before killed the 
patrician Amat predeceſſor of Mummolus. 
In 572, Cberebert died at Blaye, whi- 
ther he went to viſit the territories of Agui- 


_ tain: his daughter Berte was married to 


Ethelbert, a Saxon king of Kent, * whom 
he converted to chriſtianit x. 
Cherebert's kingdom was divided: as 
mong the three ſurviving brothers, as was 
likewiſe the city of Paris; and it 
pulated that none of them ſhould 


was ſti 
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30 
Frede- 


degonde. P-edegonde, one of the tetinue of bis wie 


In 571, Chilperic falling in loye with 


queen Audouere, he repudiated the queen; 
but upon the remonſtrances of the gran- 


dees, he took another called Galſſuinde, 
ſiſter to Brunchaud, Sigebert's wife; 


both daughters of Athanagilde, - king of 
the Wijgoths in Spain. This wife had 


ſtill a more unhappy fate than Audouere, 


for he cauſed her to be ſtrangled in her 


bed; though he had had ſeveral children 
by her, | and then married Fr edegonde, 
But Sigebert threatening to go to war 
with him, he abandoned him the Bowrae- 
lois, and his ſhare of Aquizain, which he 


had given him for the portion of his wite 
| Goaleſurtde. . e „ lt ON 


In 572, the Huns renewed the war; 


and Sigebert going to give them battle, 


they ſo frightened the French by preſtige 
and tricks, making monſters and ſpectres 


appear before them, (perhaps, ſays. Mezt- 
ray, they had hideous maſks, 'or elſe black- 


ened their faces) that they ſhut him up in 
a dangerous paſs, where he had like to 
periſh ; nor could he get out of their 


hands but by the ſtrength of money. In 


573, Sigebert made war againſt Gontran 


for the city of Arles, which he wanted to 
join to Aix, Avignon, and Marſeilles, 


already in his poſſeſſion; but Celſus, pa- 


trician of Arles, defeated his army. In 


| 
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574, Alboin, king of the Lombard, was 
poiſoned by Roſamond his ſecond wite, 
who was enraged at his having forced her 
to drink out of the skull of her father 
Cunimond, king of the Gepids, The 
Lombards then aboliſhed the dignity of 
king amongſt them, and created thirty- 
two dukes, between whom they divided 
the country. 1 


In 574, began the war between Sige- 
bert and 3 in which the latter 
was the agFreſſor : he ſent his ſon bead 
bert to ſeize upon Poitou and Touraine be- 
longing to the former, while he himſelf 
carried fire and ſword into every part of 
Champagne. Sigebert having aſſembled 
his troops, and ſeat the patrician Gontran 
Bozon into Poitou, he defeated and killed 
Theodebert : on the other hand, Sigebert 
took almoſt all the towns belonging to 
Chilperic, who was obliged to ſhut him- 

ſelf in Tournay, not daring to keep the 
held any longer; but ris Boe) having 
hired two affaflins, they ſtabbed the vic- 
tor in his tent at Vitry near Journay, in the 
forty- fourth year of his age, and four- 
teenth of his reign, in 57 5. Sigebert had 
divided his army into two bodies before 
his death ;. the firſt was employed in the 
ſiege of Tournay ; the other, which he 
commanded in perſon, was defigned to , 
company him in the ſolemnity of the 
Yo IE ut Ag © © Rn 
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_ - homage which he required of all the 


© "himſelf with recovering his own kingdom, 
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grandees of Neuſtria. Brunehaud and her 
only ſon were then at Paris; and upon 
the firſt news of Sigebert's death, that 
city revolted againſt her: but duke G0. 
debaud had the dexterity to fave little Chil- 
debert, by letting him down the wall in a 
baſket. A faithful ſervant carried him to 
Metz, where the lords of Aufirafia ac- 
| knowledged and proclaimed him, putting 
him under the protection of king Gontran; 
ſo that Chilperic was forced to content 


and lay aſide all hopes of getting that of 
Auſtrafia, He ſent Brunebaud into exile 
at Rouen; but ſhe debauched his eldeſt ſon 
Meroute, who was ſo mad as to marry 
her; Pretextat biſhop of Rouen perform- 
ing the ceremony of the marriage. The 
father immediately poſted thither, ſet a 
2 upon Brunebaud, and brought back 

is ſon, whom Fredegonde cauſed to be 
ſhaved, and ſhut up in the monaſtery; of 
Anile, now St. Calais. The Auftrafiuns 
demanded Brunebaud, who was accord- 
ingly reſtored to them, and ſoon after 
Merouze made his eſcape out of St. Calais: 
Fredegonde laid that trap for him in order 
to irritate his father the more againſt him. 
The Auftrafians refuſed to receive him; 
ſo that he was obliged to wander about 
a long time in Champagne, where he was 


ac laſt murdered by Fredegonde's. arders. © 
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| In 577, Gontran adopted his ne- 


phew Cbildebert of Auſtraſia, in a ſolemn 


manner. In the mean time, Chilperic 


ruined his ſubjects by heavy taxes; and 


the people abandoned his territories, in 


order to retire into the dominions of Chil- 


debert and Gontran: the province of the 


by force, and unmercifully plundered by 
an intendant or referendary 'of Chilperic. 
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In 579 and 580, three of 'Chilperic's Frede. 
and Fredegonde's ſons died: the mother, Sonde 


who thought it was a judgment of hea- 
ven, obtained from her husband the revo- 
cation of ſome impoſts: but as Chrjperic 
had a ſon left by queen Audouere, called 
Clodomir, whom the locked upon with 
rage, ſhe perſuaded Chilperic that he had 
poiſoned her children; ſo that he aban- 


doned him to her vengeance: "ſhe got him 


poniarded and thrown into the river, and 
cauſed queen Audouere to be ſtrangled, 
though a num at Poitiers. ' © 

In 58 1, there happened ſome broils 
between Gontran and Childebert, cauſed 
by a faction of lords devoted to Frede- 
gonde ; Gilles biſhop of Rheims was the 
head of them's Loup, duke of Cham 
pagne, perſecuted: by the faion, retired 
to Gontran, and the patrician Mummolus 
removed into Auſftrafie * immediately af- 


dominions ; and by duke Dimier, his ge- 
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cruelties. 
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years. The ſiege of \ Avignon was raiſed 


of the emperor Mauritius, undertook a 


_ tioned, they only obliged them to acknow- 


and furniſh him with a certain number 


3 Chronological Abridgment 
neral, took from him Perigord and Axe. 
nois. In 583, the patrician Mummolus 
ſent for a man out of Greece, who called 
himſelf Gondebaud, ſon of Chtaire I. 


and faid he had retired to the court of the 


emperor Tiberius, in order to avoid falling 
into the hands of his brothers. Gontran 
Bozon took a journey to Conſtantinople to 


ſeek for him, but with no other intent 


than to betray him ; for when he arrived 
at Marſeilles, he ſtript him of his mo- 
ney; and having got orders and troops 


from Gontran, he beſieged the patrician 


Mummolus in Avignon; poor Gondebaud 
flying to an ifland in the mouth of the 
Rhoſne, where he remained concealed two 


by the interpoſition of Childebert, and 
Gontran defeated ſome of Chzlperic's 
troops in Berry, which occafioned a peace. 

In 584, Childebert, at the ſollicitation 


war againſt the Lombards, who were then 
beſieging Rome. Thoſe people, finding 
themſelves attacked both by the Greets 
and the French, returned to monatchical 
government again, and choſe a king out 
of their own nation: but they did nat a- 
boliſh the thirty-rwo dukes before men- 


ledge and ſwear allegiance to the new king, 
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of the Hiftory of FRANCE, 
of troops. This is the firſt example of- - 
feodality we find in hiſtory. 


The ſame year Chilperic was e Chilperic 
ated in the court of his palace of Chelles, 564 der d. 


by two wounds given him with a knife, 5 
Fredegonde was accuſed of that murder; 
and ſhe gave room to believe it, by her re- 
treating to the Aßylum of Notre dame i in 
Paris. Chilperic's temper impoveriſhed 
his country by wars and impoſts ; the li- 
centiouſneſs of the French ſoldiers was ex- 
treme; the open country was ruined ; on 
the other hand, that prince was learned, 
and delighted in the Roman diverſions and 
publick ſpectacles, for which he built a 
circus at Paris, and another at Sorfſons. 
His body lies at St. Germain des Pres, 
where his coffin, and that of Fredegonde, 
were diſcovered | in 1643, under the 
church door. He left an only ſon four 
months old, called Clotaire II. 

The beginning of his reign is remark- : 


able for nothing but Gontran's weakneſs ; 


who being perſuaded that Clotaire was 


not Chilperic's ſon, and that Fredegonde 


was the wickedeſt woman in the world, 
nevertheleſs ſuffered them to live: there is 
ſome appearance that the greateſt lords of 
Neuſtria ſupported e that he 
durſt not attack them directly. He ſent 
Fredegonde to Val de Reuil near Rouen; 
and as ſoon as ſhe arrived chere, ſhe began 
ASS: 
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-- A Chronological Aridg mont 
to tamper again with aſſaſſips eg e 
ing Brunehaud and Cbiideber. 
In 585, the patrician — the 
erfidious Gontran Bozon, and a few more; 
thinking they had ſufficiently ſecured their 
game, drew Gondebaud from his iſland, 
and proclaimed him king of 'Brives he 
Gaillairde. All Ajuitain beyond the Ge- 
ronne acknowledged him, and he was 
countenanced by Childebert and Brum- 
haud. Gontrun ſent Lendegefille and the 
patrician Egila againſt him and the te- 
bels. Gondebaud and Mummolus ſhut 
themſelves up in the city called Lugdr- 
num Convenurum (whieh Megeray tran- 
flates Lyons of Comminges); but\Mummolus 
thinking to ſave his life, delivered up Gon- 
debaud to Gortran's troops, who killed him 
upon the ſpot, and ſoon after, by the king's 
orders, they likewiſe diſpatched Mumm. 
tus and the biſhop Sagetariuy, The fame 
year Gontran came to Paris, where Fre. 
degonde, in order to clear up his doubts, 
concerning the birth of her ſon; "cauſed 
three biſhops and three hundred perſons 
of diſtinction to ſwear in his 
that he was Chilperic's ſon. During theſe 
tranſactions, Leuvigildus, king of "the 
GSotbs in Spain, had married his ſecond 
ſon Hermengildus to Ingonde, daughter to 
Sigebert; and that princeſs converted her 
busband to hs catholick TOY" i; = 
oo 068 
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Gh were Arians : but Hermengildus 


— — up arms againſt his father, 
and with the Suævi and the 
Greeks, — himſelf nevertheleſs the 
weakeſt: he was taken priſoner, and his 
father cauſed him to be ſtrangled. The 
Greeks having got Ixgonde into their 
hands, were carrying her to Conſtantinople, 
but ſhe died in Africk daring the voyage. 
Gontran and Cbildebert, incenſed at the 
death of Her mengildus, reſolved to take 


vengeance for it; and, to that end, un- 


dertook to drive the Goths out of Septima- 
nia: they accordingly invaded that coun- 
try, and beſieged Niſines and Narbonne in 
vain, Leuvilgildus, in the mean time, 


ſought the alliance of Fredegonde againſt 


their common enemies; upon which the 


latter ſent ruffians to kill Cbildelert, whom 
Gontran had again declared his heir. Pre- 


textat biſhop of Rouen whom Gontran 


by her orders, which murder was com- 


mitted on Eafter-Sunday, 587. Gontran 


had the good fortune to avoid, on ſeveral 
occaſions, the ſnares of four. or five aſſaſ- 


ſins: nevertheleſs he attempted nothing 


againſt Fredegonde. 


In 587, Childebert, / then fifteen years | 


old, executed a memorable juſtice on the 
fictious in his dominions; he put to death 
W Ranchin, Urſion, and Berte- 


Aa 4 | fray, 


had alſo reſtored to his te, was poniarded g 
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troy convicted of holding a correſpondenee 
with Fredegonde, and delivered up. Gon- 
tran Bozon to his uncle Gontran, that he 
might make an example of him. 
In 588, Childebert would paſs into Teah, 
at the ſollicitations of the emperor Mauri- 
_ tius; but the Lombards fought him in the 
Alps, where he was worſted, and return- 
ed home. In 589, Gontran continuing 
the war with 4 Wikeoths, ſent duke 
Boron into Septimania, where he was 
ſhamefully defeated. | | 
In 590, a great diſturbance _ in 
the abbey of St. Croix at Poitiers. A council 
which was aſſembled juſtified the abbeßs, 
and excommunicated Crodielde daughter 
of Cherebert, and Brafine daughter of Chil: 
peric and Audouere : the latter ſubmitted, 
but the other retired from the monaſtery, 
and Childebert gave her lands for her ſub- 
fiſtence, 
The ſame year a frond army of French, 
ſent againſt the Lombards, & periſhed with 
hunger; nevertheleſs the Lombard king 
Antaris, in order to deliver himſelf from 
all future diſturbance, promiſed a fort of 
tribute to Childibert, provided he ſhould 
be attacked no more. Some more of Fre- 
5 degonde” s aſſaſſins were diſcovered: Sonn- 


Italy has generaly been fatal to the F wech, tr 
mies, either by famine, the climate, or the fivords of 
their enemies. —— 
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gifile, convicted of holding a correſpon- 
dence with her, was killed, and Giles 
archbiſhop of Rheims was depoſed and 


baniſhed. The fame year, Gontran ha- 


ving made war againſt the Bretons, loſt 


his army in their country, which was 
commanded by two captains, Ebracaire 


and Boubelene ; and in 591, he gave a 


terrible chaſtiſement for the death of a 


buffalo, which was found killed in the 


Voſſue mountains; one of his"chanber- 
lains accuſed of the fact, being ſtoned to 


death for it. > 


In 593, Gontran died at Cbalms on the Childe- 
Saone the 28th of May in the 68th year bert. 


of his age, He left but one daughter, who 
was a nun. Chrldebert ſucceeded him, 


and had like'to have had-a cheap bargain 


of Fredegonde, and her ſon ; but the de- 


fended herſelf at Marſeilles, beat one of 


Childebert's armies at Fruic near Sorfſons, 


and ſtood her ground by the aſſiſtance of | 
Landry, mayor of the palace of Neuſtria, 


who was thought to be her adulterer. 
In 594, Cbildebert extirpated the Ver- 
ni, a people in Germany, who had re- 
belled againſt him; and in the month of 
October 595, he and his wife were carried 
off by fickneſs, and perhaps by poiſon, 


which was equally attributed to Brung- ' 


baud and Fredegonde ; the former, heroin 


} 
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ſhe wanted to reign, and the latter to. 
atify her revenge. | 


Theode- | 2 He left two ſons: Theadchere; ho bad 


bert and 


pr Auftrafia ; and Thierry, who had Bur- 


Brune- 
haud. 


an abby at Metz, and turned nun in ſpito 


gundy and the kingdom of Orleans. The 
lame year Fredegonde retook Paris, which 
Cbillebert has wreſted from her ſon; but 


| ſhe died the year following, aged 55. 


In 597, Brunehaud, no leſs cruel than 
Predegonde, put to death ſeveral Auſtra- 
Aan lords, who were diſatisfied with her 
government, and amongſt them the duke 
of Wintrion, a rich and good man ; he 
was father to St. Gl:/fina, who founded 


of her family. In 598, the Auftraſien 
lords drove out Brunebaud with ignominy, 
led her to Areies on the river Aube, and 


there left her deſtitute of every thing: in 


vrhich condition a man of that place con- 
ducted her to Chalons on the Saane, to her 
grandſon Thierry, for which he was e- 
warded with the biſhoprick of Auxerre. 
in 599, the two brothers Theodebert and 
Thierry made war upon Clotaire, and 
gained a victory over him near Moret in 
the Gatinors : the latter loſt 30,000 men 
in that battle, and for the fake of peace 
ceded to 7 bierry all the country between 
the Loire and the Seine as far as the ſea; 
and to Theodebert the dutchy of e 
or r che country between the Oi / and 
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In 600, the Gaſcons 
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the two brothers were juſt upon the point 
of giving battle; but the Leudes, or lords 
in both armies, interpoſed between them 
for accommodating matters: Protadt, a- 
lone oppoſing the peace, was killed in his 


of the Hiflory of Faancts. 
Seins, or rather the Somme, for we know 


but little of the ſituation of that country, 
inhabited the country | 


of Bern and Saule; the two brother kings 


received them in the number of their ſub- 


jets, and gave them a duke named Geni- 
alis, In 602, Brunehand put to death E. 
gila, patrician of Burgunuy, in order to ſeize 


upon his eſtate. In 603, ſhe fell in love 


with Protade of Roman extraction, that 


is to ſay a Gaul; ſhe made him duke of 
FTJyrangquranme; but deſiring to raiſe him 


ill higher, ſhe prevailed upon Berfoalde, 
mayor of Burgundy, to go and levy the 
impoſts in Neuftria > Lanary, mayor of 
that kingdom, oppoſed him with troops; 
Thierry haſtened to the relief of Ber- 
toalde, and a battle vvas fought neat 


Etampes,' in which Landry was defeated, 
but Berroaide loſt his life, and his poſt 


was given to Protade. In 604, Brune 
baud facceeded in her endeavours to di- 
vide the two brothers, Threrry and Theo- 
debert ; ſhe perſuaded the firſt that the 
other was a baſtard, and fo well ſpurred him 
on to a war in order to dethrone him, that 


tent, In 60g, Brunebaud took a 
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revenge on the authors of his death, and 


got herſelf other gallants, the ſcandal of 
which obliged Didier biſnop of Lyons to 
make publick remonſtrances to her, which 


were followed by his depoſition and death. 
This ſame year Thierry had a mind to 
marry, in order to quit his libertine courſe 


of life; but Brunebaud obliged him to ſend 


back the daughter of a king of the Visi. 


Jeocrbs in Spain, whom be defigned for his 


wife: upon which Abbot Columban made 


chriſtian remonſtrances, as well to Vi- 


erry, to whom he foretold that his baſ- 
tards ſhould never reign, as to Brunebaud, 
who countenanced the debauchery of her 
grandſon: for this he was taken out, of 
his monaſtery, and baniſhed the king- 


dom. In 609, the brothers came to an 
open war. In 610, the lords prevailed 


upon them to have a conference together, 
in which Theodebert over-reached his bro- 
ther, and obliged him to cede Alſace, Sunt- 


go and Turgow, as belonging to him ac - 


cording to the will of their father Childs. 
bert. Thierry being got out of this danger 


renewed the war, defeated his brother in 
two great battles at Toul and Tolbiac, and 
extirpated him and all his family, where- 
by he reigned in Auſtraſia as well as in 
Burgundy : he reſtored the dutchy of Den- 
 Zelento Clotaire, and repenting afterwards 
that he had deſtroyed his brother's family, 
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of the Hiftory of France; 


he wanted to marry the only daughter left 


of it; this cauſed mutual reproaches, at 


which Brunebaud being offended, poiſon- 
ed Thierry, then twenty fix years old. 
Thierry left four children, of whom 


Brunehaud choſe two in order to make them 


reign; vis. Sigebert in Auſtraſia, and 


Childebert in Burgundy ; but the lords of Clotaire 


the two kingdoms being weary of the 
government of this wicked woman, came 
to an underſtanding with Clataire, who 
began to acquire the reputation of a juſt 
and virtuous prince. Arnoul and Pepin, 
the greateſt among the Auftrafians, deli- 


route, all three children of Thierry : Var- 
naquier, mayor of Burgundy, likewiſe 
E the army of that kingdom into his 
ands; but Childebert made his eſcape, 
and it is not known what became of 


II. fole 
Ling. 


vered up to him Sigebert, Corbe, and Me- 


him. Brunebaud being taken in the ca- 


ſtle of Urbe, was brought to Clataire, who 
after having ordered Sigebert and Corbe to 
be killed, and Merouee ſhaved, and put into 
acloiſter, brought on the trial of Brunehaud 
before a general aſſembly of the nation, 
wherein he was proſecutor: the iſſue of 
the trial was a ſentence of death, after 


which ſhe was put to the torture three ? 


days ſucceſſively; then being tied naked 
to the tail of an unbroke horſe, ſhe 
was torn and broke to pieces, and her 

| | mangled 
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- mangled body ® burnt. This exeeution 

was performed in Clotair?'s. camp, at 

Rionne on the Vigenne, which falls into 

the Saone. Thus Clotaire, after the fa 

tigues and troubles of his „ United 

all France at laſt ; but the kingiindee) of 
Auſtraſia and Burgundy would have their 
ſeparate mayors and governments. Ro- 

dom was mayor for an e and Far 

1 for Burgundy. 
The patrician Alerteus having caballed, 

was killed in 61 5. Clotaire afterwards 
applied himſelf to the reſtoring peace and 
concord in his dominions, and aboliſhed 

all the arbitrary impoſts to which the 
nation had not freely ſubmitted. He com- 
mitted the education of his ſon Dagabert 

to the care of Arnoul biſhop of Metz: 

he raiſed Pepin de — (the . — 

name) to the mayoralty of ; and 

at laſt in 623, ing Lnfibie of the dg. 

culty of defending Auſtraſia againſt its 
neighbouring barbarons nations, he gave 

the title of king of it to his ſon Dagobert, 
Dagobert then ſeventeen years of age; reſerving ne- 
King of vertheleſs the country of Ardennes-and 
_ Auſtra- Voſge, with that part of Aguitain _ | 


* had always belonged to ede 
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of the Hiſtory of Fg aner: 
In 624, the nation of the Sclawn- 


ans began to ſpread themſelves from the 
Elbe and Pruſſia, their antient wege in 13 
iin 


the Alps, and choſe for their king 
named Samon, a native of Sens. 


o 4 
* 


In 626, a difference aroſe between Clo- 
faire and his ſon Dagobert, about the 

lands of Aufrafia, which the father had 
reſerved to himſelf: the affair, being re- 
ferred to the arbitration of twelve Leudes, 


was decided in favour of the ſon. At this 


time Arnoul of Metz reſigned his bi- 
ſhoprick, in order to retire into ſolitude; 
and Varnaquier dying, his ſon Godin who 
ſucceeded him, being accuſed of treaſon, 


was killed; ſo that Burgundy was without 


a mayor. There was a war this year with 
the Saxons ; Clotaire having entered one 
of the cantons of that people, put a great 
none that 
exceeded the length in ſtature of his ſword. 
In 628, there was a great tumult in the 
aſſembly of Clichy, about the death of Er- 


number of them to death, ſpari 


menaire, intendant of the houſhold of A- 
ribert, ſecond ſon to Clovis, who was 
killed either by Egbina, or his people: 
the former was the father's favourite, but 


the authority of the Burgundians ſuppreſ- 


ſed the enterprizes of both 


ſoon after Chtarre died, aged 45. 


parties, and 
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In regard to the cuſtoms of thoſe times, Cm 
we obſerve that the kings were always e- the 6th 
| lected 
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lection: birth, no matter whether legiti. 


and the enterprizes of each year concerted, 


lace, which was the ſame poſt with the 
pretorſhip of the Romans, was diſpoſed 


A ff Chronological Abridement 
lected out of the royal family, and that 
three conditions were required for their e. 


mate or not; the father's will; and the 
conſent of the nation and grandees. The 
kings had a throne or royal ſeat without 
either arms or back to it, to ſignify that 
it muſt ſupport itſelf. The marks of roy- 
alty were long curling hair; the tunick, 
and purple mantle; the diadem, or gold 
circle round the head, adorned with pre- 
cious ſtones. - Minor kings were governed 
by their mothers and a few lords, accord- 
ing to the will of the father, and the diſ- 
poſition of the ſtates; and thoſe lords 
were called nurſing fathers. The kings 
could conclude peace, but never make 
war without the confent of the lords and 
the armies; the form of conſenting was 
the holding up of hands. In civil diſ- 
cords the lords were often umpires of the 
differences between kings. In the common 
aſſemblies, or field of march, in which the 
kings preſided, all differences were ſettled, 


In that afſembly the French people: con- 
ferred the command of the armies on 
whom they thought fit to chuſe ; for it 
was not attached to the royalty, at leaſt 
until Clovis, The mayoralty of the pa- 
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e ebe Hiſtory of France: 
of by the ſuffrages of the French, and con- 
firmed: by the kings. The referendary | 
kept the royal ſeal, and had under him 
ſeveral petty: referendaries and expedition 
ers, or Chancellors; ſo called becauſe they 
writ in offices made of wood, called chan- 
ceaux. The * a apecrifinry was head of the 
court prieſts: in the r 
Short he was called arch-chaplain. 
chamberlain had a right and inſpection 
over the king's — and the ſervice of 
his perſon. The count of the ſtable had 
the ſame power over the ſtables. The 
king's revenue conſiſted of domains and 
impoſts, the French being entirely exempt. 
from the latter. The royal — were 
kttled at the time of the general ſurvey, 
and thoſe men who took care of them were 
firnamed fiſcalins: a free domeſtick, that 
is to ſay a Frenchman, pre ſided over their 
conduct, and they gathered up proviſions 
of all forts to furniſh. the court in its jour- 
neys. The kings hardly took any other 
ith but that of illuſtrious, Vir illuſtris, a 
title common to the lords: the Greek em- 
peror and the pope uſed to put their name 
before that of our kings in writing to 
them, and, on the aun the latter Ms 
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their own names laſt, even in writing to 


a ſimple biſhop. The kings married women 


only for their beauty; ſlavery, or a mean 
birth, being no obſtacles to ſo great a dig- 
nity; but they did not bear the title of 
queen till they had had childee. 


There were but two conditions in the 


conditions kingdom; the Gauliſb ſerfs,” a conquered 
among the and ſubjected people; and the Frencb, ab- 


French. 


- 


at leaſt the beſt families of them, but all 


ſolutely free, and their conquerors: never- 
theleſs, there was a diſtinction between the 


nobles or leudes, and the grandees; they 
were particularly diſtinguiſned by the terms 


of major and minor perſons. Among the 
 Gauls too ſome were greater flaves than 
others; the greateſt part of the inhabi- 


tants of the cities wete deemed ingenuus, 


equally excluded from the government and 


employments : (the only example of the 


contrary is Protade, who did not ſtand his 
ground.) The French knew nothing of 


gown-men ; they were all military men, 


and had no other profeſſion: than arms. 
When they were veſted with any. magi- 


ſtracy, they adminiſtred juſtice in a publick 
place, their ax and their ſhield being tied 
to a poſt or pillar in the middle of the 


malle, that is to ſay the aſſembly : the count 
of the palace adminiſtred juſtice in the 
king's court, and the king himſelf, ac- 
companied by the grandces, and Hber it, 


the biſhops; decided the major cauſes. 
The cities had their counts, the provinces 
their dukes, and villages their cencurions. 
The judgments were given without either 
formalities or writings, and were all with- 
out appeal to other courts ;-for they had 
no different degrees of juriſdiction 2: how- 
ever, any body might bring their cauſe be- 
fore the tribunal of the king's court, if they 
pleaſed ; but in- caſe the fitſt judgment was 
confirmed, the appellant was either fined 
or whipt. The counts and dukes had vie , 
guiers or lieutenants, who adminiſtred ju- 
ſtice in their abſence ; they had likewiſe 
aſſeſſors or rachimbourgs. When the dukes | 
held their great aſſizes, the biſhops of the 
territory were-obliged to aſſiſt in them. 
The Gauls followed the Roman law, and 
generally ſettled their affairs by the advice 
of the prieſts or biſhops, becauſe the French 
had but little knowledge of | thoſe laws: 
but the Frencb in time accuſtomed them- 
ſelves to the Roman law, becauſe their Sa- 
lick law was not extenſive enough to pro- 
vide for all cz. 
The ſame magiſtrates, dukes, or counts, 
led the French to the wars; and there were 
no other troops but the French of each 
province aſſembled in a military body. 
Letters of exemption were given to old and 
infirm men; but the others, who failed, 
were puniſhed either by diſpoſſeſſion of 
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theireſtates, or heavy. fines, The troops 
had no pay, and lived upon the publick 


magazines. The booty they made was laid 


up, and then divided in common. Priſon- 
ers of war were ſold, or reduced to ſlavery 
by the partition. The grandees accuſed 


of crimes were militarily adjudged by their 
| peers, andthe judges were oftentimes theex- 
ecutioners of their own ſentences. The kings 

| often put people to death through, paſſion 


or haſtineſs, and ſometimes through ava- 
rice, and after the execution they would 
procure a ſentence of death. Every pri- 


vate Frenchman had a full right to endea- 


vour to procure a reparation, by arms, 


of the injuries he thought had been done 


him; which oftentimes occaſioned great 
ſlaughters amongſt them, except the 
kings or the lords interpoſed. - Murders 
were always redeemed by money, and the 


puniſhment for crimes, except thoſe that 


prejudiced the ſtate, was always pecuniary : 
if the criminal had not money enough, 


his relations were bound to pay it. When 


proofs were wanting in a law-ſuit, the par- 
ties came to a combat, either by themſelves, 


or by champions whom they appointed in 
their room. The trials by a hot iron, cold 


and boiling water, and croſſes, were alſo 
authorized by the biſhops. People were 
likewiſe admitted to purge themſelves by 
oath on the ſhrines of the ſaints, and to 
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get a certain number of perſons of both 


ſexes to ſwear for them, or along with 
them; but this was practiſed moſtly in 


accuſations of adultery. The kings, and 
even the French gave themſelves full liber- 


ty to divorce their wives, and to keep one 
or more concubines. 


The coin was of a finer ſtandard than Of the "© 
either that of the Romans or the Wifigoths ; coin. 
and they ſaid it was a proof of the excel- 


lency of the French royalty. Payments 
ſpecified in metal, were made in gold or 


filver, uncoined as well as coined. The Lan- 
common language of the French was the 8*98* 
Tudeſt ; the Neuſtrians were the firſt that 
corrupted” it, and by a Roman ruſticity, 


gave beginning to the Romaniſh or Roman, 
from whence we derive the language we 
now make uſe of, 


Notwithſtanding the biene of the State of 
kings, and thecare of the prelates to pull 


down the temples of the idols, there re- 
maineda great many heathens, even — 4 
the French and the higheſt grandees. Tho 
that were converted, kept all the ſuperſti- 


tions of their old religion, and introduced 
them into the new one, The church grew | 
richer every day; for Clovis not only 
granted to the prelates the enjoyment of 


the revenues that had been given to it by 


the Gault, but both he and his dae | | 


angmented * by particular donations 
B b 3 an 
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of Paris; and towards the end of that 
age, Sulpice of Bourges, called the Severe, 


A Chronological Abridgment 
and the foundation of ſeveral monaſteries. 
The riches of the churches ſoon Iv | 
be coveted by the French; ſome of them 
renouncing the firſt employ ments in the 
ſtate for the ſake of a mitre; and the 
royal favour over- ruled the liberty of the 


clections, which were not made without 
their permiſſion: : fo that invaſions became 


frequent, and ſimony had no longer any 
bounds. Amongſt the wickedeſt biſh 
of Gal fixth OY, we Feewoa Salomus 


of Rheims, 1 05 na of ue Bout 


there were likewiſe ſeveral excellent pious 


men of that order, ſuch as Remigius\ of 
Rheims, Waaſt of Arras, Gildard of 
Rouen, Aquilin of BEvreux,” Comte of 
Bayeux, Melennes of Renne, Auitus of 
Vienne, Ce eſarius of Arles, and Vienne of 
Verdun; and next to theſe; Algeric allo 


of V. ar dnt Lubin of Chartris, Firmin of 


Dex, and Malo of Quidalet : after them, 
abom the middle of the century, -Nicetius 
of Triers, Paul of Leon, Felix of Nantes, 
Aubin of Angers, Lo of Coutance; Me- 
dard of Noyon, Saulge of Ally, Gerdi 1 


Gal of Clermont, Millatd of Ses, Ari- 
gle of Nevers, and Samfon of Dale Maur 

diere to St. Benedict brought hie on 
ig 


nu 


af the Hiſtory of FRAnct. 


into France about the year 540; and in 


procels of time, it made a great progreſs, 


brated monks, from whom moſt of the 
abbeys took their names, as did likewiſe 
ſeveral from the biſhops in whoſe dioceſes 
— — din 


That century alſo afforded. ſeveral cele- 


6 | t 119 +1523 FIG ig” 472 
The biſhops of Rome had. ſeveral do- Of the 
mains in Gaul; and in order to make the JV. 


moſt of them, eſtabliſhed a yicar, who to 
enhance his on authority, eſtabliſhed the 
power of thoſe by Wwhom he was com- 
miſſioned. The biſhop of Arles thought 


himſelf honoured by that commiſſiqn, 


though he might have ſet up for an im- 


portant metropolitan himſelf, ſince the em- 


peror Haonoriue had made the city of Ae. 


capital of ſeven. provinces: but the popes 


apprehending that this . biſhap might aſ- 


| fume the authority of the great ſees, which 


it ſeems he had a right to, as being found- 


ed ſo early as the time of the apoſtles, 
were very earneſt to make him their vi- 
car, and extended his popyer over, the 
ſeventeen provinces of Gaul; ſo that un- 
der a precarious title, he received an au- 


thority which he might have As, of 


himſelf ; and which afterwards deſtroyed 
all thoſe natural rights and authority to 
vrhich he had a juſt claim 


The popes always favoured thoſe wha 


"= ] 


appealed tptheir tribunal: St. Leo reſtor- | 
N f . B b4 ed 


330 — Abridgment 


ed Chelidonius of Beſanton, though: .depo- 
ſed by his vicar Hilary of iy and A. 
gapet remitted Cotumeligſus, whom his 
predeceffor had judged criminal, and was 
ſo in fact. The care of ſeeing the canons 
obſerved, was willingly referred to the 
_ popes; which made every body run to 
them for diſpenſations and the ſmalleſt fa- 
vours, from whence they ſoon after ac- 
quired the right of giving the greateſt. 
Gregory I. very well underſtood the art of 
granting favours, as to time and place, 
in order to fix the authority of his chair: 
the queſtion about images making ſome 
noiſe in his time, he reprehended Serein 
of Marſcilles for breaking them to pieces; 
but applauded his zeal for rr the 
abuſe of the. #124507 
Of coun- The Gallican church held forty. — 
an. ils during this century; a detail of which 
would be too long and needleſs: for, ex- 

cept that of Orange in 529, which de- 
cided the dogma of grace according to 
the rigid doctrine of St. Auguſtin; all the 
_ Others treated of . but diſcipline 
and private affairs. We learn by the ca- 
nons of ſome of thoſe councils, that there 
was a great number of lepers and Jeu in 
France; the church maintained the for- 
mer, and ſtrictly forbid all commerce 
with the latter: the church protected, in 
= * manner, the poor widows: and 
orphans; ; 
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orphans ; and in trials concerning them, 


no judgment was ſcarce ever given, wich 
out communicating it firſt to the biſt 


The clergy were ſtrongly attached to the | 


Roman law, and helped to propagate /it 


among the Franks; but the canons for 


prohibited degrees were not then trouble 


ſome, and were reduced to a prohibition 


of two brothers or two ſiſterz. The coun- 
eil of Agde and the third council of Orle- 
ans, extended them to the niece, the aunt, 
the brother's widow, the uncle's widow, 


the wite's ſiſter, and the couſin-germans. 


38 


There was a right of AHhlum in the Right of. 


principal churches; the ſecurity of which 
the biſhops preſerved with all their power. 


Ajlum. 


St. — the firſt who'inclined the 93:he:, 
people to give the tenth of their revenues, rbeir be- 
under the title of alms for the ſubſiſtence binniat . 


of the poor. The ſecond council of 
Tours exhorted the people to give it 
to God, according to the example of Abra. 
ham. The ſecond cone of Maron in 


585, ordered it, as being grounded upon 
the new teſtament, and practiſed ſor a 
long time paſt by good chriſtians. The 
temporal lords, proprietors of lands, gave a 


great deal of . to the biſhops and par- 


ſons; to whom they ought to belong, if 
they were of right divine: but as the buſi- 

neſs then was only to eſtabliſn them, Roy 
e the matter. 


They 
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They had but very few holy days, beſides 
Eaſter, Pentecoſt, and Cbriſimas: the 
nobles of each dioceſe were obliged to ſe 
them obſerved in the chief city, and the 
Kings repaired thither as well as the reſt of 
the faithful. In proceſs of time, the bi- 
ſhops left their flocks and their cities, to 
take up their reſidence at the palaces of 
the kivgs, No tribute was levied upon 
the church lands, nor on the funds or the 
perſons of ecclefiafticks : the king's judges 
or receivers exerciſed no jurisdiction over 
them ; nevertheleſs, the biſhops: and ab- 


\ bots themſelves eſtabliſhed: the cuſtom of 
making preſents, called euloges, to the 


kings, in order to obtain their protection; 
and in proceſs of time, it was required of 
all as a right belonging to the monarchy. 


As to the monaſteries, the biſhops bad a 


full juriſdiction oy 


r them, and | Instit 
the abbots; due aſtom had : 


Dago- Dagoh 
bert I. and — in — — . Bur- 


Aribert, 
kings, 


gundy ; and Aribert in part of Aguitain. 


In 629, Dagobert viſited Burgundy, 
which had had no mayor of 2 


ſince Varnaquier. In that journey he put 


0 death Brunulph, maternal uncle to bis 
brother A jealouſy, 
* fear he ſhould 6 diſturbances in fa- 


ibert, through tate 


| your 
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Neuſirian lords intirely engroſſed the fa- 
vour of Dagobert, who, of all the Au- 


ien VE CO ee 


near his perſon; but neither leſt him any 


) The Newufrians, excited him to repudi- 
] ate his wife Gomatrude; after whom he 
| took three others ſucceſſively ; Ragnetrude 

bore him Sigebert, who was ſolemnly 


chriſtened at Orleans in 6 31, Aribert 
ſtanding godfather; but the latter was 


hardly got back to Toulouſe, when he and 
his ſon Chilperic died, not witbout ſuſpi- 


cion that A Ie had haſtened their | 


| death. Ts 
The ſame year 63: I, the ab 
Denis was founded, in ' favour 
Dagobert pillaged ſeveral other chur 
There was likewiſe a war with the Scla- 
vonians and their king Samon, very little 
to the advantage of the French. The 
B * having been defeated by, the 
Hun, the — to the number of 9,000, 
— lands of Dagobert, who order- 
ed them to be received in Bavaria; but 
the people of that country killed them all 
in one night, except 700, who eſcaped 
and retired between the Draave and the 


Vienden. 


vour of his nephew. The ſame year the 


Arafians, > none but Pepin. Landen 


authority, nor made any uſe of his advice, 


Saave, to a place ſtill called the * of 
The Miſfgotbs of Spain were 


þ<rpawelty ſexting " and : pulling, down 


their 
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Siſenand performed his promiſe as ſoon as 
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their kings: weary of the domination of 
Suintila, they raiſed Siſenand to the 
throne, who demanded the protection of 
Dagobert, promiſing to deliver him the 
great golden veſſel of 500 pound weight, 


of which Ætius had made a preſent to 


Toriſmond, to recompence him for the 
ſervice he did the Romans againſt Attila. 


he was ſettled on the throne: ; but the Vi. 
figoths being diſcontented at it, retook the 


veſſel on the road from Dagobert's men: 


this cauſed ſome complaints and threats; 
but Dagobert at laſt compounded the mat- 
ter for 100, ooo pieces of ſilvern. 

In 632, the Sclavonians ravaging Thu- 
ring, Dagobert being buſy in :Neuftria, 


was obliged, in order to prevail upon the 


Auſtraſians to repulſe them, to give them 
Szgebert for their king. In 634, Clovis 
II. was born of his wife Nantilae, who 


obtained for her ſon the donation of the 


der the euardianſhip' of his mother Nan 


 Zagne, he prevailed upon him to me 


kingdoms of Neuſtria and Burgundy. In 
636, Eloy, afterwards biſhop. of Neyon, 
having been ſent to Judicael king of Bre- 
t Da- 
gobert, and ſubmit to him. In fine, in 
638, Dagobert died, leaving his ſon un- 


- tilde and Ega, mayor of the palace of 


Neuſtria. The great gifts which this 


: . made to the churches, gained him 


EXE as 


no power in the kings, but all the autho- Sede 
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extraordinary encomiums from the monks: | 
nevertheleſs, thoſe of the abbey of St. 


Denis feigned that he was addicted to de- 
bauchery, but that St. Denis had miracu- 


louſly ſnatched him out of the claws of 
the devils, Gold and ſilver became ſome- 


thing common in his reign, by the trade 


with Taly and Spain, and the penſions 
he drew from the emperor; ſo that ſilks 


and precious ſtones began likewiſe to be 


known to the French of thoſe days. Da- 
gobert delighted in luxury and ornament. 
From henceforth: we ſhall ſee little or Qovis Il. 


rity of the government transferred to the ini che 
mayors. of the Palace. Pepin put himſelf hands of 
in poſſeſſion of that of Auſtraſia, having — 4 
forced duke Adalgiſe to cede it to him. 5.12, 
Cunibert, archbiſhop of Rheims, had the 

care of young S:gebert's education : but 

the lords of the two kingdoms pretended 

that the father's treaſure ought to be di- 
vided between the two young kings, and 
aſſembled at Compregne for that purpoſe. 

In 639, Pepin of Landen, at his return 
from Auftrafia, died of ſickneſs, after 
having been mayor ſeventeen years ; a. 


great ſtateſman, and an honeſt man: by. 
his wife Itta he left a ſon called Grimoald,' 


and two daughters, Aegge and Gertrude: 
the firſt married Angeſſe, fon to St. Ar- 


noul, and was the mother of Pepin” tbe 


ts Young, 
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Young, or Herfial: becoming a widow, 
ſhe went into the monaſtery of Njvelle, 
whither her mother and ſiſter had already 
retired. Grimoald put himſelf in. poflef- 
fion of the mayoralty by the aſſiſtance of 
Cunibert; but Otbo, guardian or nurſing 
father of Sigebert, oppoſed him fo ſtrong- 
ly, that he could not enjoy it till he got 
him murdered. In 640, Sigebert made 
an unſucceſsful war in Turing, and was o- 
bliged to retire. In 641, Ega, mayor of 
Neuſtria, died in the palace of Clioby; 
and was fucceeded by Erchinould, a ma- 
ternal relation to king Dagobert: the lords 
choſe him, and the king eonfirmed the 
election. In 642, the ſtates of Burgundy 
were held at Orleans, and at the recom- 
mendation of Nuntilae, they elected her 
couſin Flaochat for mayor or patrician: 
ſhe died the fame year. The Auftrafans 
had a mind to diſpoſſeſs Cibvis, and unite 
the three kingdoms: Erchinoald and Flav- 
chat united, in order to prevent their de- 
ſign. The ſtates were aſſembled at Autun 
upon that account, where Flaocbat cauſed 
Guillebaud duke of Transjuranne to be mur- 
dered : he died himſelf of a burning fever al- 
moſt immediately after, and his death was 
looked upon as a judgment from heaven. 
In 643, there was a famine in Newſftria 
and upon that occaſion Ciovis took the 
| filver plates that covered a chapel _ 
n whic 


PFC 


which St. Denis's ſhrine reſted, in order 
to diſtribute them among the poor: the 


monks pretended i it was a ſacrilege, and 


that as a puniſhment for it, Clovis was 
from that time forth afflicted with a 


weakneſs of judgment; which is true, but 
it was a natural diſpoſition. In 650, Si- 


gebert died, aged twenty- one: he has been 
numbered among the ſaints, and was bu- 
ried in the abbey of St. Martin at Mentæ, 


from whence his body was removed to 


Nancy in 1552. We have but few me- 
moirs of the tranſactions of his reign; for 


there remains no author of them. He 


founded a great number of monaſteries, 


_ which did not contribute a little to his 


great reputation: he left a ſon of two years 
old, called Dagobert, who reigned a few 


years; but Grimoald was preparing to de- 


throne him, under a pretext that Sigebert 
had adopted his ſon Corldebert before the 


_ s birth. 


n 653, Grimeald cauſed che little Da- 
* to be ſhaved by Dadon, biſhop of 
Poitiers, and ſent him immed iately to 
Ireland, where he was confined in a mo- 


naſtery: : his mother Jmnechilde took 


ſanQuary with _— Y. over whom and 


his ſon ſhe gain treat aſcendant. 
The „ N — ier ſeized Gri- 


moald and his fon, under whoſe name he 


had "began to exerciſe ſome acts of royalty : 


Grimoald 
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Grimoald received ſentence of death in a 
full aſſembly of the ſtates, and was after- 
wards confined. Erchinoald exereiſed the 
mayoralty of the three kingdoms ; and 
this lord had among his ſlaves an Engiiſb 
woman of great beauty, whom he married 
to Clovis, who had three ſons by her, Clo» 
taire, Childeric, and'Thierry,whoall mount- 
ed the throne. In 655, Clouis died in the 
twenty- ſecond year of his age: the monks. 
aſſure us, that it was to puniſh him for tak- 
ing an arm of St. Denis, in order to place it 
in his oratory. Erchinoald died almoſt im- 
mediately after; and from him Mezeray 
draws the deſcent of the reigning houſe of 


Lorain by that of Alſace. The French. 


put Ebroin in his ſtead, who ſettled Cia- 
faire in Neuſtria, and Childeric in Au- 
V 
Clotaire In 656 and 657, * queen Batilat 
III. and founded the abbeys of Chelles and Carbis: 
Childeric ſhe governed with great piety, but repoſed 
too much confidence in prieſts, even to 
the expence of her reputation: Leger, 
biſhop of Autun, and Sigebrand, like- 


„ 


* 


* This queen aboliſhed the poll. tar which the Gauls 
paid, even fucking children: that tax was jo beazy,. 
that it prevented their marrying, and obliged them to” 
Arop their children, or fell them to the Jews, who af- 
terwards fold them for ſlaves in foreign countries. This 
is a very early inſtance of the tyranny of the French 
to the people they ſubdue, 2 it ton 
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wiſe biſhop of ſome other ſee, were the 


foremoſt in her favour, The grandees | 

being offended with the haughtineſs of the 

latter, tried him, condemned him to 

death, and ſhut up Baltilde in her convent” 

of Chelles, where ſhe turned nun. Ebroin 

was the author of this plot, and reſerved 

to himſelf the proſecution of Leger of 

an ²ĩͤ 955d F 
In 668, Clotaire III. died without iſ. Childeric 

ſue, and Ebroin, without asking any ad- I. and 

vice, put his younger brother Thierry in * 

his room. All the grandees, enraged at 

that conduct, leagued under the direction 

of the biſhop of Autun in Auftrafia, in 

order to ſeek Childeric, who was brought 

with a mighty force, againſt which E- 

broin not being able to make head, was 

reduced to take ſanctuary in a church. 

The French drew him from thence, and 

condemned him to be confined in the ab- 

bey of Luxeuil. This was a blameable 

indulgence, as the ſequel ſhewed. Thierry 

was ſhut up in the abbey of St. Denis, and 

Ulfoad,” mayor of Auftraſiu, became 

mayor of all the kingdoms; Leger, 

biſhop of Autun, having, nevertheleſs, the 

chief authority in Neuſtria. 3 

In 670, the ſtates made ſeveral ordi- 

nances concerning the adminiſtration of 

juſtice, and the reparation of the diſorders 

into which the nation was fallen by the 
K licen- 
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licentiouſneſs of the wars. But Ghilderic's 
mind was already ſpoiled by debauchery; 
ſo that whatever meaſures.could be taken, 
he rendered them fruitleſs by contrary: or- 
dinances, the blame of which; was laid on 
Leger of Autun, who was obliged: to 
make ſtrong remonſtrances to the king, 
in order to clear himſelf of that imputa- 
tion. He appeared at firſt to yield to thoſe 
-remonſtrances ; but he conceived a hatred 
againſt Leger on that account, which 
broke our ſoon after; for going to keep 
Eaſter at Autun in 671, he attempted to 
Kill the biſhop with his own hand in the 
baptiſtery of the church on Eater Ee. 
The latter eſcaped from his fury, but was 
taken in his flight, and the king confined 
him at Luxeuil, having with great diffi- 
_ culty ſpared bis life. In 672, the French 
having ſupported a rebellion in Septimania 
' againſt Yamba, king of the Wifigoths z the 
latter had all the advantage in that war, 
but did no harm to the French, and ſent 
back the priſoners with preſents. This 
Vamba rebuilt the city of Carte, alias 
Pompeiopolis, which from his name was 
called Vambilane, by corruption Pampe- 
luna. In 673, Childeric ſent two. dukes 
to Leger of Autun, at Luxueil, with or- 
ders to try him again; but in the mean 
time all the grandees of the court con- 
ſpired his own ruin, in order a 
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affront put upon one of them, whom he 
had eauſed to be bound to two. poſts and 


| whipped on'the g ground 


ner a8 the ſlaves Were uſed... He's was ac- "ary 


cordingly aſſaſſinated at his return from 


a hunting- match in the foreſt of Lockonie, * 1 


which ſome take to be that of Zicheris : 
Bodillon, who was the injured; lord, kil- 
led him with his own hand; and his wife 


and ſon ſhared the e :; but the 


mayor Utfoad. fled: into Auraſa This 
prince's tomb was found a few; years. ago 


at St. Germain des Prez, along with that 


of his wife Bilechilde, in which was like- 


wiſe the body of a. little child. 
Aſter this event, the lords, who had 6 Thi 


to take the biſhop of Autun out of Luxenil, II 


reſtored him to his ſee. The Huftrgfan- Dago- 
called home their king Dagobert from [re 


land; and the Neuſtrians took out Ti bierry 
from St. Denis, ſet him upon the throne, and 
gave him for mayor Leudefie ſon to Erching- 
ald, who had filled that poſt under Clovis II. 
In 674, Eöroin got out of Lumeuil, and bo 
vately zaſſembled a few partizans he 

left, — as great a number as he ry 
of baniſhed perſons, and other no- 
torious for their crimes: he even made a 


league with-Ulfoad mayor of Aufrofia, 
and fell all on a ſudden on king Thierry 


and his mayor; but the prince eſcaping 
. him, he defired a conference with 
Ce 2 Le 
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Leudefie, in which he cauſed him to be 
murdered. © This only encteaſed/\Thierry's 
hatred againſt him, and made him oppoſe 
his deſign of reſuming the function of 
mayor more violently than ever. \Ebroin 


was therefore obliged to retire into Au- 
firafia, where he took it into his head to 


invent a new ſtratagem, which was to 
feign that Thierry was dead, and ſubſtitute 
a Sub fü ern in his room, whom he 
gave out to be the ſon of Clotaire III. With 
this phantom he entered Neuſtria, oblig- 
ing all the people to acknowledge him. 
Ulſrad hated the biſhop of Autun, no leſs 


than he did; but Eöôroin particularly look- - 
ed upon the latter to be the chief obſtacle 


to his riſing to the mayoralty: he there- 


fore ſent Vaimer duke of Champagne, to 
beſiege Autun, in order to take thei 

The city was ready to be ſtormed, but 2 
prelate thought he ought not to expoſe his 
flock to the laſt violence, and ſo took a 
reſolution to deliver himſelf up to Vaimer, 
after having diſtributed all his money and 
plate to the poor. Vaimer immediately 
cauſed his eyes to be polled out, and ſhut 


him up in a monaſtery. For this ſervice 


Ebroin gave the biſhoprick of Troyes to the 


duke by way of recompenoe, and ſoon 
after was reſtored himſelf to the mayoralty 
| oy: an e 2 e m he ac- 


1017 kao 
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knowledged Thierry, and ſent a) 
_ counterfeit Clovis to live a private 
In 678, Ebroin, under colour of 
niſhing Childeric's murderers, railed a cru 
perſecution againſt thoſe whom he thought 
oppoſed him: he ſtoned count Guerin, 
brother to Leger of Autun; and as to the 
prelate, he cauſed the ſoles of his feet to 
be torn, and his lips cut off, ſhut him up 
in the abbey of Feſtamp, where. he kept 
him two years, after which he aſſembled 
a council, in order to proceed againſt him 
and ſome other biſhops. Vaimer of Troyes 
was diſpoſſeſſed in that council, and then 
hanged; Dadon of Chalons, who had ſeia - 
ed upon the biſhoprick of Autun, and been, 
as well as Vaimer, one of Eöroin's inſtru- 
ments of vengeance againſt Leger, was 
beheaded, as was Vkewiſe Leger; but the 
latter was firſt degraded in form. Crode- 
bert, count of the palace, was charged with 
the execution, which was performed in the 
foreſt of Iveline, others ſay, in a foreſt be- 
tween Arras and T; arrouenne, in the year 


679. In 680, died Dagobert king of Aus . 


Some authors ſpeak of his ſons and 
rogers but we have no certain oor 
The e bu to bah ih; to 
Thierry / merely out of hatred. to Ebroin, 
and choſe . two princes couſin-germans, 
both Spa. to St, Arnoul, vis. Mar- 
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tin by Codulpbe, and Pepin by Hi 
This is the Pepin elk 90 1 % ne 
from the firſt, his maternal grandfather; 
by the firname Her/tal, a place near Tigi 
where he was brought up. In 68 7, War 
being declared between Ebroin and the 
Aiſtraftans, the latter were "defeated Th 
battle; upon which Martin fled to Lau, 
and Pepin further up into P 72 Eb 
dtew near Laan in order to beſiege it, but 
dreading the length of a difficult fiege, he 
* had. recourſe to a ſtratagem: he ſent two 
| biſhops, Engilbert of Paris” and Rieulę bt 
Rheims, to pro Oe an accommodation to 
Tartin ; to compaſs which thoſe twyo bl. 
ſhops took all che oaths imaginable, on che 
ſhrines of the fairits they A alonj 
with them; but they Had Had It 
ion to take the gelle Gut of them. e 
ba was credulous enough to ttuſt to their 
oaths, and come forth to meet Ehrbi, 
| who got him murder. e 
Ebroin In 682, Ebroin bimſelf was aflafſint 
nel, by a lord named Her manfroy, who ſpllt 

his skull with a ſword, as he was 

to church early in the morning and Tov 
the French were freed froth bat ryrahe, 
It is ſurpriſing that ſeveral biſho! « favotiPa 
im, and even the holfeſt at ig He, 
foch as Dadon of Rouen, K by ile 
name of St. Owen. This prelate it ; 5 

F. Philbert abbot of Tags, nd 


terwardg 


ſiſtance. 


of the Hiſtory of France. 
terwards, to avoid giving ſcandal , baniſhed 
him to Poitou, under a pretext of eſta. 
bliſhing a monaſtery at Herio, now Nair- 


mauſtier. In the room of Ebroin, Vara-. 
ton was choſen mayor, who immediatly | 
treated with Pepin ; but having aſſociated 


his ſon Villimer, the latter depoſed him, 


and renewed the wur ace 0 however, | 


the ſon dying ſoon after, in 684, Varaton 
reſumed his dignity, which he kept but 
a year, and died in 68 5. The ſame, year 


they put Bertier in his room, a man unwor- 


thy * Nc pe poſt, and aga gaiaſt 7 1 
of the Neuſtrian lords implored Pepir's 
11 latter did oy fail 298 he 
fought Thierry and his mayor at Tetrica- 
fire, Peronne, and St. Quintin ; ; and com- 
ing off victorious, the royal treaſure of Pa- 
ris and Theirry s perſon falling into his 
hands, Bertier was. afterwards murdered. 
Some authors put an end to the reign of 
the Merovingians in 687, becauſe in fact 


they were then ſtript ofal authorit y, which 5 
was transferred. to Pepin, and his ſuccel- bar 


ſors. 


monarchy,” e command of the artmies 
was diſtin from the royalty, and given 


by election and the will of the people, In 
688, IE, wade war in Frizeſand, and 
9189729. | brought E 


"is 


This 4 princeand duke of the French repin 
thought he gg no wrong to Thierry, be- 2 on of 


cauſe, accordi ing to the antient laws of the | Freach. 
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brought Ratbod their king under ſubjection. 
The year following he aſſembled. a couucil 
for the regulation of mannets and religion. 


In 690, Thierry died at forty years of age, 


and was buried at St. Waaſt of Arras, 
which he had founded. He left two ſons, 


Clovis and Childebert, of whom the eldeſt 


only was raiſed to the throne; becauſe, if 
there had been two kings, there muſt have 


been two mayors, and Pepin would not 


divide his authority. In 694, moſt of the 


people, ſubjects, or tributaries to the king. 


dom of Auftrafia, ſhook off the yoke; 
| thus cutting out freſh work far Pepin. 

In 695, Clovis III. died, at. ffteen. years 
of age without iſſue: his brother Cbildę. 
bert II. ſucceeded him. As he was very 
young, all the officers ſtuck cloſe to Pe- 
pin, which afterwards cauſed great: pre- 


judice to the royal dignity. From the year 


690 to 700, there was a war between the 
French and the Wiſgoths; but we knoy 
no. particulars of it, except that it was cat · 
ried on in Septimania. In 696. Pepin 
beat the Frigelanders again; and in 697. 


beſides his wife Plectrude, he took a cn 


cubine called Alpaide, hy whom he had 


a ſon named Charles Manrel, & Rambert 


biſhop of Liege, having made remonſttan- 


ces to him on occaſion of 157 Oy | 


TT A * WIE NU 
„ Some authprs write un Lambert, WE ogy: 
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MHlpaide's brother got the prelate murder'd © 
fot his pains. In 700, (Pepin cauſed his 

ſon Grimoald to be elected mayor of New 
Aria. In 702, an epidemical diſtemper 
reigned, which bred worms in the fleth. 
In 708, Drogo or Dreux, one of \Pepin's 
ſons, who was made duke of Champagne, 
died, leaving two ſons, Hugh and Ar- 

noul. In 509, the Germans revolted; but 
as Pepin was marching to quell them, he 
was called home by the death of Childe- 
bert II. which happened the fifteenth 
of April 711. That prince was inhumed 
at St. Stephen's of Coucy, and left to ſons'; 
Dagobert, and Cbildebert, who was nam- 
ed Daniel, and brought up a clergyman. 
eontury are ſufficientiy deſcribed by the ont on the 
hiſtory alone i but, by way of refſection, we 5 w= 
may conclude, that as chriſtianity increa fir f 
ſed in Gaul, ſuperſtition multiplied ; the 25% # 4 | 
aan . all 7 * * 
kingdom. The moſt perverſe men, ſuch , 

as Ebroin thought to gain heaven by as, or 
fiſting at divine ſervice, and founding mo. the churcl 
naſteries. The biſhops were maſters of all 
the offerings, and made money of every fun 
ction their miniſtry obliged them to exer- 
ciſe: from thence it came to paſs, that the 
biſhoprick/ of Troyes alone, the ſmalleſt in 
Champagne, was worth more than the 
whole dutchy ; ſince Vaimer quitted _ 
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that ſee, The founders of mo 
took care to exempt them from the Fong 
tude of the biſhops, it being the only way 
to ſecure them their revenues; and that is, 
the reaſon why exemptions. are ſo frequent 
in the ſeventh century, the ſecular juſtice 
being leſs to be feared: nevertheleſs, for 
ſundry reaſons, the temporal dords renoun- 


ced their juriſdiction in the abbey lands, 


in order to conform with the biſnops. 

The firſt exemption is, that of St. De- 
nis, granted by Landry of Paris in 
659, at the deſire of Chouis the ſecond, 


That of Corbie was granted by Berthe- 
rey of Amiens, at the. requeſt of 7210 


Batilde in the year 664. This laſ 
emption makes mention of thoſe 2 
before to the monaſteties of Agaune, Le- 
vins, and Luxeuil,, In h, the pope con- 


| firmed that of St. Martin of Tours, 1 in imi- 


tation of thoſe already given; and in grant- 
ing it, his holineſs acknowledges that it 
is contrary io the holy canons, .. Aubert 
of Rouen gave exemption. to the Monan 
ſtery of Fontenelle, in a council which he 


aſſembled for that purpoſe in 682. = Mes 


2eray remarks, that the laſt exemptions 
always exceeded the former, and that the 
hierarchy thus lent its authority in order to 


deſtroy itſelf and corrupt the monks, to 


whom nothing is ſo ſuitable an "7 

as obedience. Never wasan age, in whict | 

the zeal of the monaſtick life was more 
ardent 


ſes by an archdeacon of Paris, in the reign 


of "the Hiftory 0 FRANCE. 
ardent than in this; a great number of 


monks came out of England, Treland. 


Scotland, and even from Bretagne, St. * 
Coldnibanic, for whom Cbildebert built the 
monaſtery of Luxeuil, was attacked by 
another monk named Agreſtan; the coun- 


cil of Macon defended his cauſe, and ap- 


proved his inſtitution: His diſciples, Gal, 
Z mery, Deilt, and Euſtalſe, ipread e- 
very here. Vanurills built Key 'mona- 
ſtery at Fonteneile near Cuudebec. Riquier, 
Valery, and Jaſſe, founded three more in 
Pitar 5. 55 was the brother of Judi. 
cael king of Bretagne, and of St. Vinoc, 
another finca) Guilian eſtabliſhed one in 
Haindiilt ; Romarir another in the coun- 
try of Vue (now Rumiremont) Tron 


ſounded dhe in the country of Lire; 


Bavon another at Ghent, — Goar one 
upon the Rhine. All theſe men fed 
a hoh life, and gave their names to 


their eſtabliſhments. On the other hand, 


twelye moniſteries were built by Sigebert 
king of Auaſtraſia; four in the neighbout- 
hood of Bourges, by Bobelen, a particular 
lord of Berry; that of St. Mau- des Poſe 


of Clovis II. Corbre and Chelles by queen 
Batiltte'; Sti Waaſt of Arras by king Thi- 
ery,” a an expiation for conſenting do the 
dealt of St. Leger ; beſides which he wr wit 
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ed Fontenelle, Freſcamp, Jumicge, Noir 


mouſtier, Solognac in Limozin, St. Anne 
an Paris, Sitieu, now St. Bertin, Germer- 


lobes on the Sambre, Lagney, and Fore 


in Perigord. The women were not leſs 
zealous than the men to embrace a mo- 


naſtick life. Beſides the abbey of Cbelles, 
St. Fare repaired and beautified that of 


Fareſmouſtier; Gertrude, and her ſiſter 


Begge widow of Anſeg ſs,” both daugh- 


ters to Pepin, built that of Nivelle; Al. 
degonde, and her ſiſter” Yaultinde, that 
of Maubeuge'; and kent anothet at 
Laon. „ . 

Almoſt all the biſhop s were A from 


the monaſteries — this century. A- 


mong the illuſtrious ones we reckon Ro- 


main of Rouen; Faron of Meaux; Mag- 


laoire of Dole; Achard' of Noyon ; Didier 


of Vienne, martyr d by Brunebaud; Di. 


dilier of Cabors, treaſurer to Dagobert; ; ON | 


nould of Mets; Gunibert of Cologne; On- 


drille of Bourges; Amant of Tongres or 
Liege; Owen or Dadon of Rouen, reſe- 
rendary under Clotaire II. * Ely of N. 
on, firſt a goldſmith and ennameller, and 
afterwards a biſhop,; Landry of Paris; 
Paul of Verdun; Leger of Autun; Pre. 
jet of Clermont, Log s enemy 3 Omer of 
Terouenne ; ; Sager of Bourges 3 nee 


9 
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Robert of Strasbourg; Ramacle of Tongret; 


Vilbrod, alias Clement, firſt biſhop of LU 
trecht; and Arnaud of Strasburg. As the 


kings diſpoſed of the elections, there was 
a neceſſity of intriguing for their fayour, 


in order to obtain the epiſcopacy, which 

was the reaſon of ſo many eccleſiaſticks + 
hanging on the court, where the biſhops' 

had their intrigues, . and troubled their 

heads very little about reſidence. Few Councils 
councils were held in this century. We 2 11. 


reckon that of Macon in 627, about St. 3 


Columban's affait; one at Rheims in 630; 
one at Chalons in 650; one at Autun 
in 670, called by St. Leger; and one at 
Orleans in 645, which condemned a MO. 
not helite heretick. 5. 

Childebert being dead, Bepin piechad Dago- 
epon his eldeſt ſon Dagobert to fill the bert II 
_— In 712 Pepin made war again 

the Germans, and almoſt entirely 
ſabdued them. He married his ſon Gri- 
moald to the daughter. of Ratbod king _ 
Frizeland.” 

The fame year the Moors entered Spain, 712. 
at the ſollicitations of the children of Vi- nens 
tixa king of the Wiſigoths, who were ex- enter 
cluded from the crown by Roderick, whole Spain. 
father's eyes had been put out by the or 
ders of the ſaid Vitixa. At firſt they re- 
tired into Tingitatia, of which count 
n Was wk. chm which Julian im- 

mediately 


The Sa- 
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mediately joined with, and en 


their thirſt of revenge, becauſe = | 
_ refuſed to marry his daughter after having 
debauched her. They all three adreſſed 


themſelves to Muza, an Arabian chief 


in Barbary, who gave them troops which 
were defeated by Roderick; but — en- 
gagement entered into proved a fatal one 


in the ſequel, Tarec, lieutenant to the ca- 


liph Valit, came to repair the diſgrace of 
Mu a, and immediately 
which from his — were called Gibral- 
tar. He built a fortreſs at the Caiper 
rock, and ſoon after gave battle to Roge- 
rich, who was defeated and killed along 

| With the greateſt part of his countrymen, 
Spain was the price of that victory ; for in 
two years time it was entirely co red : 


paſſed the Areigbtos, 


the remainder of the Vi s fled into 


French Gothland; and ſome of them to the 


mountains of Afturias and Biſcay, under 


the conduct of Pelagius, ſon to Fa/ila, who 


was the ſon of king Chindaſuing, It was 
this Pelagius, or bis poſterity, who raiſed 


the kingdom of Caſtile, and at laſt ne 
the Moors out again. b 


In 713, Pepin being fick a at - Fupile; 9 


his ſon Grimoald coming to viſit him was 
murdered at Liege, as he was offering up 
his prayers to God at St. Lambert's tomb. 
Piepin was ſenſibly grieved at his death, 
__ W puniſhed the aſſaſſin and his 
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accomplices. He cauſed Grimagld's ba- 


ſtard to be elected mayor of Neuſtria, and 

died ſoon after in 714, having held the 
government twenty-ſeven years. He left 
iſſue Charles, afterwards firnamed Martel, 
and Childebrand, both baſtards. From 


the latter is drawn the deſcent; of Robert 


the Strong, the ſtock of the Capetian 
houſe. His grandſon Arnoul, fon of Dro- 
gon, was mayor of Neuſtria; and Theods- 
ald, ſon of. Grimoald, of : luftrafia : but 
his widow Plectrude ſeized upon the go- 
verment, put Charles under arreſt at Co- 
logne ; to whom it was ſaid, that his father 


had granted the title of duke of the French; 


and under Theodoald's name, made war a- 
gainſt the Neu/trians. The latter choſe 


Raganfroy for their mayor, who defeated 
the Auſtraſians in 715. 


t 
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The year following Charles eſcaped out Chilpe- 


of priſon, and overthrew: 5 in ric II. 
I 


— The ſame year Dagobert II. died. 


leaving a child in the cradle named Tbier- — 


ry. Ragenfroy took Daniel out of the mo- 
naſtery, and crowned him under the name 
of Chrlperic II. We are not certain who 


was his father, tho' he was. of the royal 
line. Since Clovis II. the kings did not 
wear their hair ſo long as formerly, and 


cut it on the forehead and head, but ler it 
grow behind. In 716,  Ragenfroy and 


Ms l and _ ravaging all Au- 
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_. frafa of, laid ſiege to Cologne : Pleftrude pre- 


vailed upon them for a great ſum of mo- 
ney to draw oft from the town; but as 
they were retiring, Charles, who had ſe- 
cretly aſſembled ſome troops, fell upon 
them at a place called Amblave in the Ar- 


dennes, near Stavelo, and regained part of 


the booty. In 717 he entered Neuſtria in 
his turn, and gained a victory over Ragen- 


2 froy at Vinciac near Cambray,; after which 


all 4ftrafia acknowledged him, and Plec- 
trude was obliged to deliver up to him all 


his father's treaſure, and likewiſe Pepir's 


grand- children, Theodoald, Hugh, and A. 
mant, whom he confined under a ſtrong 


guard. He came as far as Paris, and 


Tlotaire, 


cauſe he wanted a phantom to hear the 


title of king, and oppoſe Chilperic, he took 


one named Ciataire. In 718, Raginfroy 
diſliking the alliance of #4 Lika, 
who were of little ſervice to him, made 
a league with Eudes duke of Aguitain, 
whoſe power had been formed during theſe 
troubles. The latter came in perſon to aſſiſt 
him, and they marched together towards 


| roſe, Charles came to meet them, 


defeated and purſued them to Paris; which 
Eudes abandoned, carrying Chilperic and 


his treaſure along with him to Aquitain. 


Charles followed him into Tourrarne, from 


whence he marched back on account of 


the death of * ng Clotaire, He go- 


verned 


verned ſome time alone; ; then peroeiving 


ſucceſs. 
queſts, entered France, pretending that 


of the Hiftory of France: 


that the French would have a king, he de- 
manded again Chiſperic from Eudes, offer 
ing him an advantageous peace, which the 
latter accepted, and reftor'd the phantom 


_ whith'Glrkscarfed to be ace ged 


in the three kingdoms. It is — 


that Gregory the ſecond writing to | 
Charles, ſtiles him duke and mayor of 
the palace of France; from ends we re- 


fer that he was not the king's officer but 
the ſtates. In 720, Charles Martel car- 
ried war into Saxony, but met' with no 
The Saracens purſuing their con- 


Septimania ought to belong to them, ſinee 


it was part of the kingdom of the if. 


goths, They took Narbonne, and be ſieged 
Touhuze. Duke Eudes obliged them to 
raiſe the Hege ; but another general re-en- 
tered. France in 721, and took poſſeſ- 


ſion of Carcaſſone, Niſmes, and all Lan- 


guedbc, as far as the Rhone. The fame 
year Chilperic died without iſſue. 


Gharles ſet upon the throne in his room Thier 
Threrry, foamed of Chelles, ſon of Da- II. 


5 I. Rage ſtill ſubfiſted; and was 
poſſeſſion * th jon; Charles marched 


thithes in 722, aſd reduced him to the 
condition of AT man. In the four 
or tive 1 


lowing Charles made yar 


13 Fom-whene he brought Sem 
==" TO cw, 


Eudes to. 


= gde . 5 
childe, niece to Odillon duke of Bavaria; 3. 
and married her ſome time after. In 73% 
the Aguitanic war broke out, of which Eu- 
des was the cauſe, by his making an allianc ce ö 
with Munuza, bief of the 1 ; 
this fide of the. Ebro, to whom be Th 
given his daughter in marriage. Gn 5 
- . - 1mmediatel 15 dl e and bore d 

bmit. In 73 1, Abderhame 0 


lieutenant of the caliph: 777 Nan, paſſe 


— oo 
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__. "the Ebro in order to chaſtiſe Munuza, w ? 
had failed in his ſubmiſſion to him. The 
latter waited for him in 1781 but he was 
defeated. in a battle fough f .Cerdagne 
y 


and taken priſaner with 2 daughtet 
to Eudes, Abderhame purſued his point. : 
gainſt duke Eudes, pretending to puniſh 
| <= for his alliance with Munuza. The 
duke abandoned him all Gaſcony; Bor- 
deaux was forced and plundered, by the 
Saracens, Eudes lying intrenched behi 0 
the Dordogne, becauſe he was vaſtly in- 
ferior in number. There he wait 
aſſiſtance of Charles. Martel, whom | | 
had , acquainted with the dat r,0 
that invaſion : but thoſe ſuccours Ei 
too long, Abderhame paſſed the Garonne 
and the Dordogne, and attacked Eudes. 
The duke defended himſelf with the u g 
moſt bravery, but was forced to Field tc 0 
numbers, and retired in order tojoin C rles, . 
who was advancing, , A e ike- 


— 


4 & 


of ths Hiftory of Fraven. 
wife adpanced, took Angoulthe aid Pojs- 
tiers, and was marching in order to ſeize 
upon the riches of the tomb of St. Mare” 
tin of Tours; but Charles. ſtopt him with 
all the forces of France, joined by thoſe of 
duke Eudes. The armies remained in 
fight of each other ſeven” days together, 


and at laſt the battle was fought” on a Sal The Sa- 
turday, in the month of Hober, 732: + FACENS 


Abderhame Was killed with 100, 50s 
his men; the reſt fled with great 'preciphs 
tation into Septimania, the Frenth 
did not purſue them, having Raid” to 
plunder their camp, in which vaſt riches 
were found, which they had amaſſed''es 
very where upon their rout. Eudet had 
the honour, and Charles all the profit of 
this battle, on account of the advanta- 
geous treaty he made with Eudes; who, 
under the neceflity he was in of being re. 
lieved, ſubmitted to "Fer thing the other 
pleaſed to ptopoſe. ab 
In'733, Charles, at his return to Na- 
ſtria, began to uſe the clergy ill, and gave 
the abbeys, biſhopricks, and other bene- 
fices, to the officers of his atmy: he ſent 
Eucher biſhop of Orleans into exile, for 
making fremonſtrances to him on that 
head; and Rigebert, biſhop of Rheims, for 
rer monſtrating inſt the war he made u 
on Rapenfroy. The farne year he cau 
* to NR in the _— 
7 | 


; — 


— 4 


of defeated 


4 cb An 
dom of Burgundy, which till then had 
acknowledged Arnoul fon of Dran, he 

ſion a Fophn © | 

Charles In 734, he carried war into. Prizeland, H 

Martel's and ſubdued part of it: Popo bad duc 

comgues. oeęd ed Rathod in that county. In 735, 
he paſſed into Aguitain, in order to re- 

duce Eudes, Who cried out againſt the 
treaty of 732, and plundered that dutchy. 
In the mean while Eudes died, and divid- 
ed his dominions between his children 
Hunaud and Hatton; ſome authors add 
a third, called Remiſtang, whom others 
make his wife's brother. Hatton had the 
county of Poitiers, and Hunnaud h. 
Berry, Limozin, and the reſt of Gafci 
_ Charles forced them to hold their territo- 
ries of, his dignity, and tender him the 
oath of fidelity. From thence he pr * 
ceeded to Lyons, and then to Burgundy, in 
| order to put a ſtop to ſome diſturbances 
 .._ raiſed there; and having! ſecured ee 
by eſtabliſhing governors in it, he marched 
to the Rhine, where he defeated the Sax- 
ons, and drove them from _ fo that 
they were quiet for ſome time, 
In 737, Mauronte, governor of F Mer, 
| Files, called in the Saracens, in order to 
render himſelf independant of Martel: 
he delivered them Avignon at firſt, from 
which place they ſpread ĩnto Dauphi 2 
Lyonnas, and Burgundy, ſome fay ag far 


as Sens, Charles me — = 
cr 


| of che Rifury of Fuaxe 5 

ther, cauſed his brother Childebravid te day 
to until the groſs of his ar- 

my arrived, hieh was no ſeffer Ss 
up but he forced the city, killed all de 
iofidels he found in it, and burnt Half the 
houſes. From thbnee he paſſed the Rhone; 
and reſolved to drive the Sarauten quite out 
of Gaul : he laid ſiege to Narbonne, which 


was deferided with Incredible btavetyf b;, 


Athim, governor of the town and the 
whole province. Nevertheſeſo, the Sa- 
racens of Spain fitted out a great flect fen 
the relief of Narbonne, and gave the com- 
mand of it to Amors governor of Tarra- 
gonna, who landed in the lake Olivere; be- 
tween dalſes and Narbonne, with a voſt nm 
ber of troops. The batcls was fought at 
a place called Sigeac, where the Saratens 
were defeated :: but Athim, . far from be- 
ing diſheartened at that lo rather ſeem » 
ed to acquire freſh; vigour; ſo that Chayles 
beginning to want proviſions, reſolved to 
raiſe the ſiege, in order to turn his arms 
to eafiet conqueſts': he ſeized upon 
Niſmes, Bezters, Agde, and een 
which he entirely diſmantled. 1 
In 738, died Thierry; called Thi 
belles, after a nine years imaginary reigu. 
Charles; who thought to aſſume the royal 
title, after having uſarped all the power of 
it, left him without a ſucceſſor, which is 


Derry of Thier- 


14 


che reaſon that we reckon an interreghum F 
of: i've; N that. ptince. In 789, F 


D d 3 Mau- 


7 8 
7 2 


his ally Luitprand, 
ſoon took thoſe places from them, and 


A Chronological Abridgi 
Mauronte: called in py Saracens again 
and put Arles and Marſcilles into theie 
hands: but Charles, in conjunction with 
king of the Lombandi, 


the Saracent were forced to retreat into tho 
Alps, from whence they nevertheleſs con. 


005 tinued to do a great deal of miſchief. 1 


monks ſtifly oppoſed him, and, which is 


-» xeſt him in his quarrel, e on 
him the meg patrician, V. 


II. ſeized that opportunity to withdraw 


ee of N 2 


The diſpute about images was then, very 


0 warm in the eaſt. 'Tbe, cmperor Leo he- 


perſuaded that image worſhip was pa- 
fitively forbid by the divine law, le 
to aboliſn it in his 9 „The 


aſtoniſhing, that conttoverſy producedaa 
great number of martyrs. Pepe Cre 


taly ſrom tha power of the Greets; and 
his ſucceſſor;Gregory III. went ſo far as 
ercommunicate the empetot: but the 
king of the Lombardi pretended that he 
ought to benefit by the obedience with: 
drawn from that prince; while the, pope 
an the other hand, wanted to make him- 
ſelf ſovereigu and intirely 3 
that they fell out about the matter. + The 
pope not being able to do any thing, 0! 


bimſelf, and foreſeeing that he was going 
tao be ſwallowed up by the Lombard, ap- 


plied to Charles, and endeavoured to inter 


Id making pre ſents » 
w 


. „ n 


Pale Hifory of Fraven.  — 36 | 
to him of very e confiderable relicks. 10816 R | | 
obſerved, that in his letters he gives Che 
the title of his king or viceroy;; but the 
latter being in friendſhip with the Lame 
Bardi, the pope could obtain 2 
5 „ and good offices by 
ters. „M ee / 1 
In uy, "Charles fell fick,* and died: at at Death of 
Cr#cy on the river Oiſe;"che 20th" of Oc- Nil. 
tober. He left three legitimate childrenn; 
that is to ſay Carlaman and Prypin, by his 
wife Cbortruue, and Griffin! by: Joni chr 
beſides vrhom he had ſome baſtards, vig 
Remy, who was biſhop of Rouen; Hierom 
the father of Fulrad, ho was the founder 
and firſt abbot of Sf, Auimin; and Ber, 
na#d® father of three ſons, vi. Adelat l 
and Pata "counts at court, and afterwards 
ficceffively abbots of Corbieʒ and Bernier, 
who likewiſe turned monk: The monk 
Sicldimed ur A ſtrange rute againſt the me- 
mory of Gbarles; and it is pretended that 
St. Eurber of Orleant had — revelation, in 
which hefaw him burning in hell. Some 
even puſhed their ſpleen ſo far, as to ſay 
that his body was carried away by devis 
and that nothing but a huge pant Was 
found in his A. U hi bis t 1 G 
Cam and Pepin made themfdves odor and 
miſtery [of the ſtate after their father's Pepin, | 
death] and began to ſignalize their power 4% 7 
by Gif feffing. 2 — "Gif offer pen 
4 51373 17 31451 D d S 72 walz French, 
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SEE" up his ann Sonichilde in the 


abbey of Chelles, and gone to. death 
their couſin Tj beodeall, 2 Grimoald, 


whom Charles bad ſuffered | to live. In 


to maintain themſelves in independancy: 


742, Thibaud, duke of the Germans, and 
Hunaud, duke of Aguitain, pretended 


but the two brothers invaded the domini- 
ons of the latter, and forced him to beg 
peace, after taking Loches from him, 
which was one of his maſt important 
places. After that peace, the brothers 


made a partition of France at Poitiers, 


B51 of gundy fell to Pepin's ſhare. The ſam 
0, 


lemagne. 


Childeric 
III. 


by which Auſtraſia and Germany remained 
with Carloman, and Neuſtria and Bur. 


year was born Charles, afierwards ſir- 


named the Great, ſon of Pepin, and his 


wie Berthe, in the palace of Ingeibeim, 
on the Rhine; and 9 pe- 
netrated into Bavaria, ſybdund: the Ger». 
mans. T . 1988 17 

In 743. the brothers bet upon tho 
French throne a prince called Childeric III. 
who is thought to be either the ſon or the 
brother of Thierry of Cbelles. He vas a 
mere ideot; ſo 3 it ſeems that in 
crowning him, they had nothing in view 


but to get him juridioally depoſed, as it 


happened indeed ſoon after. The fame 


year Ogi/lon,.. duke of Bavaria, who had 


aid ene ae of Martel and 
5 8 oni y ' 


ehe of res, 


Sala, revolted//in conſunctien with 


Hunaud of Aguitain, and the ' brothers 


3 


reduced them. Carman marched aſter r? 


wards againſt the Saxons, whom he af 
tered;- and took the caſtle of Hochs 


Hunaud put to death his btother Hap m— 


ton, and then turned monle in the iſle of 
Re, leaving his dominions to his ſon 
Gaiffre, who was about eighioen or 
twenty years old. SAS). ee, eg 

In 746, Carlaman, whether by ſtrength 


Carlo- 


of 8 * and cohvictibn of the truths-of man 


turm 


chriſtianity, or Whether by the terror of „nt. 


all that was ſaid about his father's damna⸗ 


tion, deliveted over his ſon Pregon, and 


all his dominions, into ulis brother Pepitt's 
hands; and after having been to perform 


his devotions at the tomb of the apoſtles, 
he went and took the habit of St. Bent. 
dict, at Mount Sorate, from whence he 
retired co Mount Calin, in order to avoid 
the concourſe of viſits. At the requeſt of 


Car loman, Pepin teleaſed his younger bro- 


ther. Griffon, who immediately eloped, 
retir ed into Saxony, and from . to 
Bavaria, whither being hotly purſued by 


Pepin, be was obliged to refer imſelf to 


his diſcretion. Pepin guve him the 
of Mans and twelte counties in N. 
for his ſubſiſtence. Nevertheleſs he 


not remain quiet, but threw himſelf ſodh 


after amen Gele. 3 4 
* 


Pepin Nm 75, "Pepin — e 0 lt the 
# 1" ſprings he intended to put in motion for 
. obtaining the title of king, he aſſembled 
aſſembles parliament, which, with one univer 
a parlia- voice, would have conferred that name on 
TY” him, as he had the royal power already; 
if, in order to remove the obſtacle of the 
oath of fidelity taken to Childeric, it had 

not been thought more proper to. conſult 

the pope upon what might be done on 

this occaſion, . That pope was aro nh 

who ſtood in need of Pepin againſt the 
Lombards, and knew too well ho at an in- 

fluence ſuch a deciſion would have after- 

wards over people's minds, in favour of the 
authority of the holy fee ; for which rea- 

fon he neither failed nor delayed to ſend 

an anſwer conformable to Pepin's views. 

Upon this, a ſecond . parliament was af- 
ſembled at Soiſſons in the month of Moy, 

751, in which a great number of bi | 

with Boniface of Mentz at the head of 

them, aſſiſted for the firſt time. It was 

by their advice, backed with the pope's 
— that the French pronounced the 

5 ev depoſition of Childeric,, who was fhaved 
* and made a monk at Sitieu, from whence 
he was afterwards carried to St. Himeran 

of Ratisbon, where he died. His wife was 
confined at Cochelſe. And ſo ended the 

Uſe of the French eee eee 7 
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Charles VII. Ne 


| under ure 
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Bed of Fuftice, held by Charles IBI. E: 
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nend be (duke of) Joins with kun v. of England 
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C437 TILLON (battle of) 
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His death 
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Charles | 
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3 274 
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is cruelty and death .. 
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N forbid the uſe of private wars, 
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ME LIN (the ibis oppoſes the ſettle- 
ment of the French in Ga t 
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Arms and cuſtoms of the French TT 
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